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Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!)

Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got.

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month 
in order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue.

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if 
written content were submitted in an editable word processing format 
(.doc, .txt, .rtf, etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files 
are OK but are more trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less 
than 500 Kb in size. Thank you - THN

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving.

Cover Photos Needed!!

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph
to grace the front page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed.

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South
Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential

for the artistic eye.  Turn your inner shutterbug loose!

New members Scott Hale & Karl Wagner ride down
Naciemento-Fergerson Rd. during the very successful
Monterrey Weekend.  Photo by Tom White – article a

little later by Dale Sprosty.
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President's Message

From the President -

What a month!  A lot going on and all of it good.  
We had, I believe, 22 members and guests show 
up for the general meeting and breakfast at the 
Mt. Baldy Lodge.  Dave Diaz from Irv Seaver’s 
was there as our guest and he gave a short talk on 
the upcoming BMW Festival in Big Bear.  After a 
great breakfast, everyone hopped on their bikes 
and headed west along Glendora Mountain Road, 
then down past Camp Williams out to Azusa 
Canyon (hwy 39).  From there, about 10-12 of us 
headed up the mountain to Crystal Lake.  What a 
great ride and what a great group.  Good job Ted 
Taylor!  Thank you all so much for coming, you 
made it an enjoyable day.
 
This last weekend was the BMW Festival, a 
gathering sponsored by a group of BMW Dealers 
of Southern California.  Held over three days at 
the Snow Summit Resort in Big Bear, the 
accommodations were at two campgrounds, 
Pineknot and Buttercup, both of which are very 
nice venues.  Meals were OUTSTANDING, with 
breakfast and dinner included in the registration 
fee.
 
The South Coasters were well represented, with 
Tom W., Chris, Carl, Sharon, John, Dale, Brett, 
Dave, new members Danny and Elaine, plus 
Diane, Tom H., and yours truly on hand for the 
duration of the event.  Friday night the event 
featured a presentation by the producer/director 

of the movie “Why We Ride”, followed by a 
showing of the movie.  On Saturday evening 
there was a drawing for door prizes, as well as 
presentations by DAG, Kris Odwarka of BMW 
and a great presentation by Glen Heggstad 
chronicling his round the world travels.
 
The door prize drawing was pretty amazing, with 
club members winning five of the prizes donated 
by vendors.  Chris White won a Klim Badlands 
riding suit, John Crittenden won a Keith Code 
training session, Brett Messenger won a 
Schuberth racing helmet, Diane Wetzel won a set 
of Dunlop Tires, and unbelievably, Bob Wetzel 
(me) won a BMW smart charger.  Quite a take for 
the club, and it was all random!

The amount of work put in by the vendors was 
pretty incalculable.  Tigra, Peter, Shawn, Jayson, 
Erik, the BMW dealers, the staff at Snow Summit 
and MotoQuest all did yeoman’s work with great 
attitudes and graciousness.  A shout-out to Teach, 
our stunt rider, for amazing demonstrations of 
bike control and the capabilities of the F800 GS 
and R1000 RR.
 
Special thanks to Glenn, Jason, and Steve for 
shepherding all attendees through the test rides, 
which were the core point of the festival.  All in 
all, a successful event, one we hope will be 
repeated next year.

On another note, and in keeping with my 
penchant for pontificating, the following applies; 
if you are not going on a ride, don’t bother the 
ride leader/organizer with comments or opinions 
on how you would do it.  Unless asked 
specifically to comment, stay out of it.  The 
organizer has enough to do answering emails, 
creating routes, and confirming 
restaurant/sleeping accommodations.  If you are 
not considering going….stay out of it!
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President's Message (con'd)

November 1 General Meeting will be at 9:00 a.m. 
at Flabob Airport in Jurupa Valley at 4130 
Mennes Ave.  There is a Veterans event planned 
for the day centered around aviation, warbirds, 
etc., or so I have been led to believe.  The Café 
food is good and other food vendors will be there 
providing vittles as well.  Join us won’t you, in 
celebrating our Veterans?  Please email me if you 

are coming so the Café can prepare space for us 
as possible.

Bob Wetzel

Hazmatrider2@gmail 

- 2015 Mileage contest -
Qur official keeper of the records, Tom White, reports
that these good folks have the most club miles for the

year, as of September, 2014:

Henninger, Bob
Henninger, Lisa
Kennedy, Kevin
Mann, Bikram
Nelson, Paul
Nelson, Gale
Pirosh, Mike
Reitz, Bill
Reitz, Karen

Santana, Victor
Taylor, Ted
Wetzel, Bob
Wetzel, Diane

Come out and ride with the club – 
get your name on the list.
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Hi Tom, 

We have made it through the hot days of summer 
and are anticipating some great ride days this fall.  
(Fall colors 10/10-10/12)  Bob and I were unable 
to attend the Dale Sprosty-led Monterey Ride of 
this weekend (9/27-28); I hope they are enjoying 
a great time and will share photos of their trip 
with us.

The general meeting for September was on 9/7 at 
the always accommodating Mt. Baldy Lodge.  I 
counted 22 attendees in all, and Carl cleaned up 
on a sweet 50/50 prize.  There was a slight 
drizzle predicted for the day, but none actually 
materialized and a great afternoon ride resulted 
with some spectacular sights from the pillion of 
cloud-shadows dancing over the mountains.

Ted Taylor led the group from Mt. Baldy lodge 
west across Glendora Mountain Ridge road.  He 
connected with East Fork Road, dropping down 
past Camp Williams and over the bridge to 
Highway 39.  We turned North on up 39 to the 
point where the very steep and twisty road ends 

at the entry to Crystal Lake; after a short break to 
stretch our legs, we went all the way back down 
39 into Azusa where the ride officially ended.

About 8 of us followed the Reitzs to Dickey’s 
BBQ where we ate again and concluded a very 
pleasant day.  These photos are from that ride.

View From the Pillion – Diane Wetzel
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As I was riding home at the close of the 
weekend, I was formulating how I would 
describe the club trip to Monterey.  I realized 
that when it comes to my past 40+ years of 

motorcycling, it has always been about the 
journey and not the destination.

We left Harbor House Café right at 6:00 a.m. 
to head up to Frazier Park.  I had been 
disappointed that Chris White and Bikram 
had to cancel at the last minute due to family 
obligations and injury related issues, so I was 
pleasantly surprised when Bikram joined us at 
that early hour for breakfast and to see the 
group off.  The group consisted of Tom 
White, Karl Wagner, Erasmo Brenes, Kevin 
Kennedy and mom Virginia (Ginger to those 
that made the trip), and Scott Hale, who 
recently found his way back to motorcycling.  

The weather was chilly to start and after a 
great ride through Frazier Park we found our 
way to Paso Robles where Karl recommended 
a great deli in the downtown sector.  

After lunch, we headed over the dam at Lake 
Nacimiento and on to Fort Hunter Liggett 
military base (fires still smoldering) and 
continued along Nacimiento-Fergusson Rd.  
Those of you who have been on this “road” 
know how beautiful it is and how challenging it 
can be.  There is one less squirrel on the 
reservation (thanks to a particular 1994 
r1100rs) and we now know how many grown 
men it takes to pick up a K1600 GT.  Luckily 
both rider and passenger were able to jump 
clear of the bike and avoid any injuries in the 
event leading to the lift.  I won’t say who they 
were, but the son/mother combo were OK 
and we managed to finish that section and 
make it to Hwy 1.  To say that the vista was 
beautiful would be a serious understatement.  
Thanks to Tom White for suggesting the 
route several weeks ago.

It was Hwy 1 from there to Monterey.  
Everyone arrived at the hotel and checked in 
(well except for one).  You would have

Monterrey Weekend – by Dale Sprosty
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thought that the person whose credit card was 
holding the rooms and who had made sure 
several times during the week that all was in 
order would have a room.  But, NOPE, they did 
not have my reservation.  I was able to secure a 
room at a different site and met the group back at 
the Comfort Inn in time for dinner.

While there was some discussion about where to 
go to dinner, we all thought that Cannery Row 
was the best choice and had a great meal at the 
Fish Hopper restaurant.  Great view, great food, 
and great camaraderie.

We happened to bump into a Scandinavian tour 
group of 20+ riders (Eagle Rider tours) that was 
staying at the Comfort Inn.  All were dressed in 
Harley gear and trying their best to look like 
Harley riders.  They would have pulled it off had 
it not been for the accents!  We overheard that 
they were preparing to leave Sunday morning to 
head south on PCH back into Los Angeles, so we 
decided to leave a little earlier to avoid that back 
up.  I have ridden this particular section of PCH 
from Monterey south several times in the past 
and have never seen the traffic lighter than what 
we had Sunday morning.  We couldn’t have 
wished for better weather or riding conditions.

I’m sorry that Kevin and Virginia opted not to 
make this portion of the ride with the group.  
They elected to stay behind and go the Monterey 

Aquarium while they were up there.  We stopped 
for lunch just a little North of Santa Maria before 
getting on Hwy 166 at Karl’s suggestion.  Great 
little BBQ restaurant.  Tri-Tip and pulled pork are 
their specialties.  Headed across Hwy 166 and 
onto 33 south into Ojai.  Again, little to no traffic 
allowed us to carry a reasonable pace and take in 
the beautiful vistas this state has to offer.  We 
made one final stop at the town memorial to the 
two courageous motorcycle police officers who 
saved countless lives from drowning in 1914 
when the San Franciscito dam burst North of 
Santa Clarita (definitely should stop there if you 
get a chance).  Then we were on our way home.  
Thanks to Tom White for the memorial stop.

A total of 896 miles from the start and the trip 
was complete.  All arrived safely and I’m hopeful 
that each of them took away great memories of 
the ride and the new friends made along the way.  
I look forward to riding with all of them again 
and thank each of them for their input, 
suggestions, and contributions that helped make 
this ride as enjoyable as it was.  A special shout 
out to Tom White for being our unofficial 
sweeper and making sure that we had “no rider 
left behind”.

Dale Sprosty



      Race to the North Pole!

While many of us are enjoying the warm Florida sun at the annual IBA Party in
Florida, our own Glen DuPont, along with riders Courtney Sullivan and Allen Morris,
will attempting to be the first riders to reach the North Pole by motorcycle in March
of 2015.  This is a serious effort that has been in the works for years but kept under

wraps until the stars were aligned.    

Be part of the adventure and help spread the word of this insane group of riders.
 With your help, we hope to see a picture of an IBA flag at the North Pole.  No

matter what happens, whether they make it 10 miles or 100 or the 1,130 miles (as
the crow flies, actual trip mileage will be much greater) from their starting point at

Resolute on the Island of Cornwallis, Nunavet, Canada, it is going to be an
adventure we won't want to miss.  And it is insanity at its most insane - a perfect fit

in the IBA world of craziness.

The website is located at:

www.thelongriders.wordpress.com

But, they need your help (and it won't cost you a penny), if you are on Facebook,
your LIKE will help them secure sponsorship to help with the expenses - and this is

going to be one intense and expensive trip.  

Please check out their new Facebook page at

www.facebook.com/TheLongRidersAdventure

and be sure to LIKE the page (to the right of the The Long Riders logo on the photo
on the main page) for updates - your LIKES will help them in their fund raising

efforts.  

For Twitter users, please consider following them: @thelongriderstv

Let's help them give this a shot – with your Facebook LIKE or Twitter follow.

Submitted by Dan Burtt
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Page 11                                                                                    South Coast BMW Riders Club Newsletter – Oct 1, 2014

Monterrey Weekend – Photos by Tom White
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CITY LIDS for R1200R-RT K/12/13 GT

PBMC
15216 Hartsook St.

Sherman Oaks, CA. 91403
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– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com -
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October 2, 2014 – Board of Directors 
Meeting:  Irv Seaver's BMW

October 5, 2015 – General Membership 
Meeting:  Apple Dumpling's, 38561 Oak 
Glen Road, at 9 a.m.

October 10-12, 2014 – Fall Colors Ride: 
Ted Taylor will continue the tradition of this 
popular Sierra Nevada weekend.  FRIDAY 
MORNING MEETING POINT is 91 Fwy @ 
Green River. Starbucks/Shell Station. 
Leaving promptly at 9am. I'll be there a bit 
early for something to eat..

November 1, 2014 – General Meeting: 
9:00 a.m. at Flabob Airport in Jurupa Valley 
at 4130 Mennes Ave. Bob Wetzel has 
details on the website.

November 6, 2014 – Board of Directors 
Meeting:  Irv Seever's BMW

November 7-9, 2014 – Kernville 

Weekend:  Welcome back an old favorite,  
motel oriented with little camping in the 
area.  See the website for details and 
make your reservations early.

November 11, 2014 – Vereran's Day 
Ride:  Tom Hooper will lead ride to the 
Patton Museum.  Watch for details.

November 14-16, 2014 – Long Beach 
Motorcycle Show:  at the Convention Ctr. 
Usually meet for breakfast, so be there.

December 13, 2014 – Annual Holiday 
Party:  Larry and Trish Troffer have 
graciously offered their home for this year's 
festivities.  This is always a highlight.

January 10, 2015 – General Meeting:  
Tom White will be posting details.

February 13-16, 2015 – Death Valley 
Weekend:  Tom Nowak says this year 
there will be options for both camping and 
motel stay.  Details to come.

April 17-19, 2015 – El Capitan State 
Beach Weekend:  Rick Catarineau has 
the reins this year.  Stay in touch.

June 25-28, 2015 - Sequoia, Yosemite 
and 3 Sierra Passes Ride:  Another sure 
winner brought to you by Bob & Lisa 
Henninger.  Check the website and make 
your reservations early!

July 23-25, 2015 – BMW MOA National 
Rally:  Billings, MT

October, 2014

November, 2014

December, 2014

January, 2015

March, 2015

April, 2015

May, 2015

September, 2014

August, 2014

February, 2015

July, 2015

June, 2015

http://www.SCBMWRC.com/
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The South Coaster – October, 2014


