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Cover Photos Needed!! 
Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front page.  

Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 
 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 
Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken by Lisa Catarineau on the lunch stop in Los Olivos, El Capitan Beach 
Campout.  

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as humanly 
possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in order to give 
the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written content 
were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, etc.), but an 
e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more trouble. 
Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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Presidents Message  

April was a great month and the campout at El Capitan was Epic! We had 26 Coasters and spouses in 
attendance. The club celebrated birthdays for Rick Catarineau, Vern Shrader and Dale Sprosty. Paul and Gale 
nelson put on a great chili feed and Rick led a large group on a day long ride from the mountains to the sea. 
There was much cocaraderie around the campfire and it looks like we will return next year (after we make 
different parking arrangements). Good news - I rode my 2007 K1200GT to the event and had a blast. It seems 
like my vertigo is vertigone. 
 
Well May is here and that means that our good riding weather gets even better. We start the month off with a 
General Meeting and ride on May 3 organized by Dan Burtt. Look for details in the newsletter and on the club 
calendar. Later in the month it is Meet Me for Lunch at Wynola Pizza on Saturday May 23rd. Again you can find 
details on the club calendar. 
 
June 6th is the big event at Irv Seavers. We will have our General Meeting followed by the election of next year 
officers and board members. Dale Sprosty, Ted Taylor and Tom White have rounded up a terrific group of new 
and experienced members to lead us into the 2nd half of the decade. You must be present to vote and as an 
added incentive Evan Bell will provide free lunch (ride to eat). 
 
Later in June beginning on the 25th we will have a ride to Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks. I understand 
that Bob Henninger is recovering nicely from eye surgery and Karl Wagner will be leading the ride. It may not 
be too late to join them. Check out the information on the web site and get onboard.  
 
I am pleased to announce that the club is growing and we now have over 100 members. I am even more 
excited to see the enthusiasm of the club and the numbers of members who are turning out for rides. This is a 
great group of people with a common interest and I am so delighted to be a part of the South Coasters. 
 
Ride Hard - Ride Safe 
 
Tom Hooper 

Acting President 
 

President’s Message   



 
  

Letter from the Editor 

This month had the El Capitan Beach Campground outing. Diane and I had a great time, as 
well as the many others who attended. Great weather, fantastic people, and great rides all 
three days. 

Continuing with last month trend of adding lots of photos, this newsletter presents a sizeable 
collection of photos contributed by all participants on these rides. They reflect the great times 
that were had by all. Thanks to David Omlor, Karen Reitz, Lisa Catarineau, Pat Tait, Tricia 
Troffer, Tom Hooper, and Karl Wagner for the contributions. You make this newsletter look 
great. 

Check out the upcoming events this month, the General Meeting in La Canada on May 3rd, 
and the Lunch ride on May 23rd. I’m looking forward to attending both. 

Finally, there is a great report from John Crittenden on attending the California Superbike 
School. Perhaps we need to schedule an outing to check them out?   

Enjoy, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2015 Mileage contest - 

as of April 23th, 2015: 
Brenes, Erasmo 

Nelson, Paul 
Nelson, Gale 
Omlor, David 
Pirosh, Mike 

Reitz, Bill 
Reitz, Karen 

Santana, Victor 
Wagner, Karl 
Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 
 

Yes some are still tied. 



 
  

 



 
   

A Ride To And From The Apple Country Restaurant 
By Bill Reitz 

 
 April 4th was a good day for a Club ride. The group assembled at the Mission Starbucks and 
pulled away from the curb at 0730. After our run over Ortega we headed south toward Temecula but we 
didn't go the way most had thought we would. I turned right onto Pechanga Parkway (S-16) and headed 
for Hwy 76. The road is an interesting mix of twists and turns and I tried to keep it spirited so we would 
arrive by 10am, the time we were expected. As I watched my GPS it showed us with about fifteen 
minutes to spare early in the ride but the lack of traffic allowed us to gain time so by the time we 
reached Lake Henshaw a detour was in order over Mesa Grande Road, thanks Ralf for posting yourself 
at the intersection pointing the way up the mountain. The group arrived in Santa Ysabel in time to have 
a few laughs in the parking lot before breakfast. 
 
 After the meeting, which only eleven people attended, I lead a ride toward Julian but turned 
onto Wynola Road to Hwy 78 and down Banner Grade. My original plan was to turn onto S-2 at 
Scissors Crossing but Ralf suggested a run into Borrego Springs for ice cream. Say no more, we passed 
S-2 and headed for Yaqui Pass Rd. (S-3) which took us past the metal sculptures of various animals and 
around Christmas Circle to The Olde Homestead Fudge Company, now named Bighorn Fudge 
Company. I saw a Huell Howser show about Borrego Springs a few weeks ago and when we all walked 
in to the store, the gray bearded owner from the TV show was behind the counter ! The ice cream was 
great, listen to Ralf when he suggests a detour. The ride up Montezuma-Borrego Hwy (S-22) is always 
fun, especially with Ralf leading. We rode back to Hwy 79 but took a right onto 371 so we could 
conquer Wilson Valley & Sage Roads. Once through the Temecula wine area we made a stop to top off 
gas tanks then it was onto I-15 and over Ortega for the run home. 
 
All in all the few people that showed up had a great day of riding and eating. Isn't that what this Club is 
all about ?? 
 

 
Refueling before heading to Borrego Springs. 



 

El Capitan Beach Ride - April 17-19 
 

Once again the club made its annual pilgrimage to El Capitan State Beach. This year the turnout was outstanding with 26 

riders we needed four campsites. The weather was the best I have ever seen in my 20 years of camping at this location. 

Sunny cool days with no wind and very mild nights. This year was special due to the celebration of Rick Catarineau's 60th 

birthday. Also of note was the Shrader’s tent which eclipsed everything but the Nelson’s monster trailer. Rumor has it 

that Vern had to obtain a building permit prior to erecting the behemoth. 

Friday night was a blast with everyone sitting around the campfire and eating the great birthday cake that Lisa arranged 

for Rick. Saturday Rick led the group on a ride from the Santa Ynez mountains to the sea. A few of the group returned 

early to enjoy the beach view and cocktails while Paul Nelson worked on his Firehouse Chili and Tom Hooper baked 

cornbread. The main group arrived just in time to eat. 

Sunday we all took different routes home. I had a great ride and a great time. It was especially awesome to be back in 

the saddle again and riding with the best bunch of friends I ever had. Let's do it again next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vern's new Condo 

David Omlor arrives first on Friday 

It looked so easy in the store 

Vern and Robin Relax in their Foyer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Resting after the ride 
 Larry shows off his new knife 

I wonder when the others will get back? 

This is how minimalists do it...Vern?? 

Dale enjoys a birthday "Cupcake" 
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Arriving at the ocean 

The Nelsons serve chili with all the fixings 

Rick led a great ride on Saturday 

COCARADERIE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Capitan Saturday Ride 

When I was first approached to lead the El Capitan Saturday ride I was apprehensive. How could I possibly 

match the tradition of Ralph leading the white-knuckle ride through Cat and Drum canyons? But I resigned 

to give it a try. Of course the RT had to stay at home and I brought my sportier R1200 ST.  

At the campfire Saturday night Ralph said it’s not a good ride unless you lose somebody. If that’s the case 

then I think I set a new South Coaster record. I lost half the group on the first turn. Luckily my wife Lisa took 

the reins and herded the lost cats and we all met up at the Figueroa Mountain turnoff.  (For those still in 

wonder, after missing the first turnoff I went to the second turnoff which goes to the same place, and we 

waited for 10 minutes before deciding everyone must have gone to Buellton because some needed gas.) 

The weather was great and the twisty roads up to the Figueroa Mountain turnoff were in good shape. 

Figueroa Mountain road was another story, and I hope no one’s bike got dirty. Better yet, we didn’t have to 

pick up any bikes on that stretch of dirt. (Next time we’ll have to go the other way so that dirt stretch is up-

hill.) The views up there are spectacular, but don’t look too long because some of those turns have vertical 

drop-offs. I hope everyone enjoyed the ride. It’s a nice loop that starts and stops in Los Olivos, which is 

where we had lunch. 

Part II of the ride was abandoned by the old folks that needed their naps. (I would have joined them but I 

was leading the ride.) If Part I was the semi-adventure ride, Part II was the spirited ride up Foxen and 

Tepusquet (always a favorite) to 166 and over to the Starbucks in Santa Maria. Afterwards it was back down 

south where once again I missed a turn but we finally found bumpy Drum Canyon. BMW riders don’t get 

lost, we explore, right? 

 

Rick Catarineau  

 

Hi-res Group shot: 

http://catarineau.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/El-Capitan-for-Ricks-60th-23-of-40.jpg 

 

More shots (see top for hi-res versions) 

http://catarineau.com/motorcycle-trips/el-capitan-for-ricks-60th/ 

http://catarineau.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/El-Capitan-for-Ricks-60th-23-of-40.jpg
http://catarineau.com/motorcycle-trips/el-capitan-for-ricks-60th/


 
El Capitan Beach Ride Photos 
 
 
 

Friday ride to El Capitan Beach 



El Capitan Beach Ride Photos continued 
 
At El Capitan Campground. 

 

 Dinner at El Capitan Canyon 



 Dinner at El Capitan Canyon 
 
 
Gathering at the Campground. 

  



El Capitan Beach Ride Photos continued  
 

  



El Capitan Beach Ride Photos continued 

  



 

 
 
 

GENERAL ELECTION SATURDAY JUNE 6 
2015 Proposed SCBMWRC Board of Directors 

by Dale Sprosty 
 
 

At the June 6 General Meeting the SCBMW membership will have an opportunity to vote for next year’s 
B.O.D.  You must be present to vote in the election. In an effort to familiarize yourselves with the candidates, 
below we have listed the Ballot that the current Board is recommending.  Special thanks to Tom White and Ted 
Taylor for their assistance in formulating this list. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2014 B.O.D. has assembled a very strong slate for next years’ Board.  It has a very diverse group of 
volunteers that represents a mix of new and “seasoned” representatives.  All are very capable and have a strong 
interest in serving. 

 
We look forward to see you all at the June meeting and seating the new board.   
 
I personally want to thank all of the current Board members for their leadership and sacrifices in 2014. Together 
they helped continue the strong tradition established by former B.O.D.s.  It was pleasure to serve and will miss 
those that have elected to “take a break”.  Those individuals are: 
 
Dan Burtt, Tom Hooper, Mike Dever, Bill Allen and our outgoing President, Bob Wetzel.   
 

Candidates 

PRESIDENT:                   Bikram Montauk 

VICE PRESIDENT:         Tom White 

TREASURER:                 Danny Wassenaar 

SECRETARY:                  John Crittenden 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Ralf Tuchmann 

Ted Taylor 

Erasmo Brenes 

Dale Sprosty 

Karl Wagner 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

WEBMASTER TBD 

NEWSLETTER Erasmo Brenes 

MEMBERSHIP Karl Wagner 



 
 
 

A DAY AT CALIFORNIA SUPERBIKE SCHOOL 

 

I missed the El Capitan weekend, but I did have a good excuse!   Being that I was one of the four 

South Coasters who won a great prize at the BMW Moto Fest last September, and it was a gift certifi-

cate for one day at the California Superbike School, this was something I had been looking forward to 

doing.   

 

I enrolled for the Level 1 Class at the first available date, which happened to be April 18.  Unfortu-

nately, that was the El Cap weekend.   

After spending Friday night in Mojave (okay room, but no decent place to eat, and even the Lounge 

in the motel was closed by 8 p.m.!) and a quick breakfast, off to Willow Springs in Rosamond to get 

there by 7 a.m.   

I was going to be riding my RT on the track for the day, and after it was “teched”, and the mirrors 

and speedometer taped over (so I wouldn’t be concerned with riders behind me and my speed), reg-

istration was next.  A set of leathers was installed and I was ready for the day.  There are Levels 1 

through 4, and the Level 1s were divided into manageable groups. 

Level 1 went over five components of cornering/turning.  Anyone can go straight and fast, and the 

hardest technique to get right is going around curves.  Each class had a :20 lecture/seminar, :20 on 

the track, and a :20 break.  Coaches rode with the class, with three students to a coach, and follow-

ing the track run, the coach went over with the student what he did right, what he did wrong, and 

what could be improved.   I say “he” but there were several females riding also! 

There was also individual coaching on steering, i.e. counter-steering, in a set-aside lot, which was 

very helpful. 



It was a long day, ending about 6 p.m., but it was very thrilling to ride on the Streets of Willow 

Springs and improve.  I was riding the only non-sport bike that day----the school has a whole stable 

of  S1000rr’s available (to rent for the day) although many riders brought their own bikes---and was 

certainly passed frequently while working to keep my lines where they should be and begin turning at 

the right time, etc.   

A couple of things about CSS----throughout the day, snacks, drinks, and food are available.  Lunch is 

provided.   The coaching staff is terrific, it is amazing how well the large number of classes and stu-

dents are shepherded to where they should be, and I cannot say enough about how well the School 

is run.  Of course, CSS has been around a long time (I heard the school has had about 370,000 stu-

dents over the years!)   At the end of the day, I introduced myself to Keith Code and chatted with 

him.  Awesome fellow!    

Good MotoFest Prize! 

 

 

 

John Crittenden 
 
  



 
   

South Coast BMW Riders Club 
 
 
 

Attention Club Members 
June is Membership Renewal Time 

I hope you have found a benefit in your membership in the South Coast BMW Riders Club. We are 
trying hard to provide information, opportunities, and tips to make your BMW riding experience more 
rewarding and enjoyable. 
I am sure you are aware of the many benefits of membership. The club has a monthly newsletter, a 
very helpful website. The club has monthly membership meetings, regular rides and many overnight-
ers throughout the year in which you can and should participate. 
SCBMWRC Membership Advantages: 

 Newsletter –The South Coaster will be delivered to your hard drive or kiosk free. You can, if the desire moves 
you, write articles and submit them to the editor.  

 Monthly Meetings and Rides – Once a month the club has a membership meeting. It is a great reason to rise 
early, get a in good day’s ride, meet and network with other riders, and find and enjoy new roads and beautiful 
weather.  

 Share Wrenching Tips and Technical Information! -- The website has some technical articles and active links 
to other BMW sites where you can learn much about the motorcycle you ride. We also host Tech Days to learn 
hands on how to maintain your ride.  

 Overnight Trips – The club likes to get of town once a month. Some of our destination trips last year took the 
club to Mammoth Lakes, El Capitan Beach, Solvang, Yuma Arizona, and the National Parks ride up the Sierra 
Nevada.  

 Club Picnic –Each year the club hosts a Christmas party and picnic at the beach. Admission is FREE to all 
members who renew prior to the picnic!  

 SCBMWRC is a fine place to make and maintain relationships with fellow BMW riders.  

 
Membership is only $30 for full members and $5 for associates, so get a jump on the renewal and fill 
out that check and mail it to SCBMW Riders Club today! Or bring it with you to the General Meeting 
on June 6th. 
Your membership will run from July 1 to June 30.If you have any questions about your SCBMWRC 
membership feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas R. Hooper 

SCBMWRC Membership Chair 
 
 
  



 

 

 



 



 



– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 

 

 

 

 

May 3, 2015 – General Meeting:  May monthly meeting at Hill Street Café, La Canada Flintridge. See 
website for details 

 

May 23, 2015 – Lunch at Wynola Pizza:  Meet our active President, Tom Hooper for lunch at Wynola 
Pizza. See website for details. 

 

June 25-28, 2015 - Sequoia, Yosemite and 3 Sierra Passes Ride:  Another sure winner brought to you 
by Bob & Lisa Henninger.  Check the website for updates, and make your reservations early! 

 

July 23-25, 2015 – BMW MOA National Rally:  Billings, MT 

 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/
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