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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the 

front page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic 

eye.  Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken by Beth Crittenden on the ride home from the Death Valley Ride.  

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. 
Thank you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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Letter from the Editor 

This month newsletter has a couple of changes. First, as some of you may 
know, Bob and Diane Wetzel, our president and first lady, had an accident on 
their last day of the Death Valley ride. Diane was injured and Bob has been 
busy standing by her side while she is recovering. Understandably, there is no 
President’s Message for this month. Our best wishes for Diane’s full and 
prompt recovery. It is requested that for status updates go to the club website 
for updates instead of directly contacting Bob. 

Secondly, it had been suggested on a previous Board Meeting that we add a 
column “Restaurant Review”, in which members can submit a short review, 
with photos, of their favorite restaurant, the ride to it, etc.   

Enjoy, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2015 Mileage contest - 

as of February 28th, 2015: 

Henninger, Bob 

Henninger, Lisa 
Kennedy, Kevin 

Nelson, Paul 

Nelson, Gale 

Pirosh, Mike 

Reitz, Bill 

Reitz, Karen 

Santana, Victor 

Wagner, Karl 

Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 

 

Yes some are still tied. 



  



Death Valley Weekend February 13-16 

 
This will be just a short review of the Death Valley Ride, as there were several groups riding 

different routes.  Hopefully, someone else will send a report in! 

 

Beth, Pat T., and I took off from Chino Hills on Friday morning, and rode through the wind (also, 

like the wind) to meet Bikram, Dale S., Tom W., and David O. at Tony’s in Devore.  They had had 

breakfast there, and shortly we all took off, next stop, Kramer Junction. 

 

Beth and I were going to meet Rick and Lisa C.  and Rick B. in Trona to go over Emigrant Pass, 

but as there was the possibility of a stretch of dirt/gravel, everyone else continued up the 395 to 

Olancha.   We met the C’s and B in Trona, had a light lunch, and continued past Searles Dry Lake 

and into Panamint Valley.  If you have never ridden this road, it is highly recommended.  Very 

little traffic and very nice scenery.    There was about a mile stretch of somewhat washboardy 

gravel but we all rattled our teeth and made it through. 

 

 
and onto the 190 

 

  
 

 

 

 



Death Valley Ride, Continued  

 

 
Beth and I continued to the Longstreet Casino/Inn just over the Nevada border on the 127 and 

met up with Dale S., Karl and Sharon W., Bikram, David O. and Victor.   Staying at the RV park 

there were Danny and Elaine W. and Steve and Jan, who had their bikes strapped to the RVs. 

 
Bikram with his box of wine, Dale, and Victor. 

The next morning, a group of us met at the Amargosa Opera House  

 



Death Valley Ride, Continued  

 

and took the Badwater Road  

 
for stops at Badwater Basin and Artist’s Palette. 

 
 

Beth and I broke off at Furnace Creek, and the rest of the gang took off to Beatty and lunch.  

After kicking around the resort area, we rode to Dante’s View.  One of the very few times that I 

have gasped at a sight, coming up the steep road and seeing Death Valley below.   Awesome! 

 

 

 



Death Valley Ride, Continued  

 

 
We had a real nice Valentine’s Day dinner at the Nebraska Steakhouse at the Longstreet---Karl 

and Sharon, Danny and Elaine, Steve and Jan, Beth and I, and four “single guys”---Pat, Bikram, 

Victor, and David.    We had some good laughs (I will not mention anything further here on the 

best one), and Steve and Jan were recruited into the club by Karl!   The next day, again, Beth and 

I met the group at Scotty’s Castle, and then headed to the Uhehebe Crater.  

  
 

 

 

Beth and I needed to head home, and met Victor and the Catarineaus at Stovepipe Wells to gas up.  

Unfortunately, the gas station had run out of fuel, and we waited for over two hours watching the 

tanker fill the underground tanks.  There was a major problem with priming, and although I 

knew I didn’t have enough gas to make it back to Furnace Creek, Tom W. 



Death Valley Ride, Continued  
 

followed me, and sure enough, I ran out about 15 miles before F.C.  I owe Tom W. for his ¾ gallons 

of spare gas! 

   

By the time we finally got on the road, it was getting dark.  But the ride was great! 

 

 
190 on the way to Panamint Springs at dusk. 

 

 

Victor, Beth, and I rode together until Kramer Junction, where we got separated.   We finally got 

home at about 11:30 p.m. after 500 miles for the day, tired but happy! 

 

Just before we left Death Valley, we got word that Bob and Diane W. went down just after leaving 

Scotty’s Castle.  For the latest, please see the Death Valley Weekend Calendar event.   

 

John Crittenden 



 

 

So what's in your first aid kit on your bike?                                                                 By Paul Nelson 

 

Let me start off by saying you can never have too much in your kit. What you don't have a kit? You 

think you may not be trained in first aid so you don't carry one.  Think about this, someone else at an 

accident scene might have the skills and you have the supplies. Just food for thought. 

Next there are many opinions about what to include. After 30 years in the fire service I came up with 

this kit. It "probably" will do for what I may encounter. Obviously we are limited by space. When a fire 

truck shows up they have at least two tackle boxes of supplies, then there is the paramedic unit with 

even more.  

 
These items are available at any pharmacy. Except for the scissors. Those are from a "first aid" supply 

company. Google first aid supplies. These scissors will cut a penny in half, so clothing isn't a problem. 

 
No rider wants their expensive gear cut off, but there are reasons it needs to be done. 

 



 

  

So what’s in your first aid kit, Continued 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Some things to think about. Be able for find your exact location before calling 911. GPS coordinates 

from you will be great. 

 

More info; bulk bandage works for splinting, making an arm sling, requires tape or tying. Colban will 

stick to itself.  Use steri strips in place of stitches. The gloves are to protect YOU from blood born 

conditions of the patient. I also carry 3-4 pair wrapped in another glove in my jacket. 

 

I carry this kit in hopes "if I have it, I'll never need it". It's working so far. 

 

Cya soon,  

 

Paul Nelson  

 



El Capitan Beach Campout 

April 17-19, 2015 

 

Once again we have reserved two ocean 

view campsites at beautiful El Capitan State 

Beach. We will be camping in sites #30 & 

#37 beginning Friday night April 17 and 

riding home on Sunday April 19.  

Rick Catarineau has agreed to lead the ride up. Friday night we will either 

cook at the campsite or you can walk next door to the private campground and get something from their 

deli.  

This is a great couples campout. 

Saturday we will ride to Solvang for breakfast and then ride through the many canyons and back roads 

of the Santa Ynez valley. You can stop at Firestone winery for the tour or ride out to Jalama Beach for 

the famous Jalama Burger. We may also visit the Mission in Lompoc and take the tour. 

Saturday night we will feast on Firehouse Chili and cornbread. BYOB, chips, cookies and whatever you 

have to share. 

Sunday after breakfast we will ride home with the route to be 

determined. 

Information on the campground: 

 You will pay the club a fee of $5 per person per night, 

 In addition the park will charge you an additional vehicle fee 

 We will purchase firewood and everyone is encouraged to chip in on 

the cost 

 There is a small store in the campground open on Saturday where you can get beer & soda and a few es-

sentials like ice cream 

 Walking distance is a private campground with a gourmet deli, store and wine & beer 

 The nearest gas and market is in Goleta about 15 miles south; so gas up there before going to the 

campground. 

 There are hot showers available for $25 (bring quarters) 

Email Tom Hooper to let me know you are coming. hoopers4@cox.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Restaurant Review 

 

 

By Bill Allen. 

 

Dutchman Seafood House  

 

A fine destination for a chowder run. This is how I got my first 600 miles on my R1150RT. 

It can be made a day ride, with a long about ride there via the Frazer Park, through the Rt 33, then to 

the Rt 58, and finally through Atascadero and the Rt 41 into Morro Bay. 

 

http://www.dutchmansseafoodhouse.com/
http://www.dutchmansseafoodhouse.com/


 



 



– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 

 

 

 

 

March 8, 2015 – General Meeting: Dave Sprosty will be leading the ride, starting with a General 
Meeting breakfast at Hells Kitchen, followed by a ride to Palm Springs’ New York Bagel and Deli for 
lunch.  

 

March 20-22, 2015 – Yuma, AZ Weekend:  John Crittenden will be leading this ride. See website 
for more details. 

 

April 17-19, 2015 – El Capitan State Beach Weekend:  Rick Catarineau has the reins this year.  
Stay in touch. 

 

June 25-28, 2015 - Sequoia, Yosemite and 3 Sierra Passes Ride:  Another sure winner brought 
to you by Bob & Lisa Henninger.  Check the website and make your reservations early! 

July 23-25, 2015 – BMW MOA National Rally:  Billings, MT 

 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/
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