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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken by Karl Wagner on the Three Park ride, as the group comes out of 

Glacier Point in Yosemite.  

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

Hello, everyone! 

 

This being my last message to you all as President, I would like to take this moment to thank all of you for 

your support and help during my somewhat interrupted term.  As I stated last month,  

Diane was seriously injured in a get-off back in February. Thank you all so much and good luck to  

Bikram and all the new board members.   

 

See you at the picnic.  By the way, we need some help with side dishes. We need: 

Potato salad       Large bag of potato chips and dip 

Pasta salad         Large bag of Tortilla Strips and salsa 

Desserts              B-B-Q  beans (We have a stove to heat them) 

One large watermelon, cold and sliced 

 

If you can help, please email Gramgale@sbcglobal.net and let her know you are willing to help.  

 

Again THANK ALL OF YOU FOR YOU CARING, SUPPORT, AND ASSISTANCE DURING THIS 

REALLY DIFFICULT TIME. 

 

 

 

Bob Wetzel 

 

mailto:Gramgale@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
  

Letter from the Editor 

This month had just a couple of rides, but all who attended had a great time, as evidenced by the reports 
in the newsletter. From the Summer Solstice Ride which has become a club tradition and always well 
attended, to the epic Yosemite Three Passes Ride, which capped a great year of riding at the club. 

I would like to share with you what I’ve learned, painfully, about riding through technical roads. After my 
bike had been hit while parked, it kept bothering me, even while riding through Route 58 past Taft. It 
eventually caught up with me when having lost my concentration,  I came a bit too hot into a tight turn. In 
spite of my best efforts to stop the bike, it still caught some of the dirt at the edge of the road and I 
ended up falling. The moral: Don’t let past events keep you off from your concentration when riding. 

This month we have the Club Picnic on July 12th in Dana Point. I had a great time last year and I’m 
looking forward to attending again this year. Hope to see you there. 

Finally, there is a nice article by John Crittenden and a great howto article from Dan Burtt on front shock 
replacement for the 2008 BMW 1200RT. Given the RT popularity, I’m sure many of you will enjoy the 
article.  

Enjoy, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2015 Mileage contest - 

as of May 25th, 2015: 

Brenes, Erasmo 

Henninger, Bob 

Henninger, Lisa 

Nelson, Paul 

Omlor, David 

Pirosh, Mike 

Reitz, Bill 

Reitz, Karen 

Santana, Victor 

Wagner, Karl 

Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 

 

Yes some are still tied. 



 

 

 

  

June 6
th

 General Meeting and Club Elections 

 

 

The General Meeting at Irv Seaver BMW on June 6
th

 was well attended. There were hot dogs and 

refreshements kindly provided by the dealership. The Club elections went through without any changes 

or issues. The new Prez came fashionably late, so we had to hang around eating hot dogs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The new Board of Directors. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 
Paul Nelson checking out the Chili. 

 

Discussing the next year rides. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

The Summer Solstice Ride 

By Ralph Tuchmann 
 

I love putting on the solstice ride. I never know who and how many or if anyone will show up for this one. 

Because it’s not a food run and, it’s an ass-kicker. It really thins the herd. This is the third year that I have 

held this ride. The first year I was ready to go home with five minutes to go because no one was there at the 

Harbor House Café. I was going to call it a day and leave a little early, but I changed my mind and decided to 

wait until 0530; only because I was president at the time and I was putting on the ride. So there I was 

chomping at the bit to go home. At 0528, this guy pulls up on a Honda and it turns out that he’s in the club 

but I had never seen him before. After a few hellos we took off and the day turned out to be really fun.  

 

The second year, we had 12 people on the ride and that ride was also very fun. The thing that I will always 

remember about that ride was that Ted Denny was only going to ride with us until Taft, but when we got to 

Taft Ted was having a great time and he ended up doing the whole ride, 730 miles, and this was from a guy 

who was 80 at the time. (Ted, you are missed, buddy.) And, now for this year’s ride.  We had nine riders with 

me included.  We had Tom aka “The Shadow”, Dale aka “Cupcake”, Pat aka “Vice Grip”, Erasmo aka “Drop 

‘n’ Flop” (more on that later), John “I’ve never gone this far” Crittenden, Dan “I am out of this club” Burtt, 

and two guys who haven’t earned an good nickname, Ted and Karl, and, of course, me “It’s not that far” 

Tuchmann.  The recipe was right for a good ride and it did turn out to be an action-packed ride.  

 

Leave time was 0530 from the Harbor House Café, and we mean 0530; just ask Erasmo about that from last 

year’s ride. Some of us were early so that we could have some breakfast before the ride because leave time 

was 0530 and we mean 0530. So, as we were having breakfast Dan shows up at 0515 and orders this giant 

meal.  I am thinking, this is gonna be good.  At 0523, Dan’s food comes and now we were all putting our 

stuff on because we mean 0530. As were packing up and heading out the door, Dan says, “Are you guys 

leaving me?” (Well, yeah. Just ask Erasmo!) Somehow, Dan made 0530 and we were on our way to Frazier 

Park to meet the second group at 0700 because they didn’t want to back track to Sunset Beach.  

 

Now, the ride really starts, and we were all riding well together, but as most of you know as you go over 

Frazier Park, you tend to get spread out. So when I got to the Hwy. 166, The Shadow and I pulled over and 

waited for the rest of the group to show up.  Now, the action begins.  Erasmo was the second to last to show 

up and he parked his bike just behind Cupcake’s bike, and we were waiting for John to finish the hill. As 

John pulled over to park with us I heard a Pop! and saw Johns handlebars wiggle. I thought that he had 

clipped someone’s handlebars.  It turned out that he hit his bag into Erasmo’s bag and Erasmo’s bike went 

over on the right side. Cupcake got very lucky that his bike didn’ get whacked, too.  After we picked up the 

bike, you could see that the right side took a good knock and that there were quite a few things broken but 

nothing that would stop you from riding. You could tell that Erasmo felt bad, but he handled it well and we 

respected him for about two minutes, then we started to give him a ration of crap. You could also 

 

Infamous intersection. 



 

 

  see that John was upset and he handled it well also, and we didn’t give him any crap.  We do have some 

class.  

 

Now, it was on to Taft and fuel and a break, where I told everyone and especially John and Pat to take it 

easy in the turns because they had never been on this road before. Off we went onto Hwy. 58 were the 

road gives you a bit of everything.  The first part, where you have some long sweepers.  The long up-hill 

straight, where you can let it all out if you want and most wanted. Then the road gets tricky and tight.  

This is where the warning comes in. Ted, The Shadow and I were ahead of the rest of the group so I pulled 

over to shoot pictures of the guys that were behind us.  Ted and The Shadow kept going. I waited and 

waited and then a pick-up came up the road that we had passed way back and as I started to wave at them 

they pulled over and told me that someone had gone down on the bike. I headed back to see what 

happened and all of a sudden they were all coming around the corner and I couldn’t tell that anyone had 

gone down. Now I was playing catch up. 

 

About 10 miles up the road, everyone had pulled over were Ted and Tom were and they were all looking 

at Erasmo’s bike again. Yes, the bike went down again.  Only this time on the left side and, yes, it was 

pretty messed up. He broke off the gear shift lever on his 800. That’s were Pat aka “Vice Grip” comes in. 

He had done the same thing on the Yuma ride and he did the rest of the ride shifting with the vice grip on 

the stub.  Now it was Erasmo’s turn. You have to hand it to Erasmo.  He could not have had a better 

attitude about it. He said that he was taking it easy in the turns like 10mph and just lost his focus and got 

the front tire on the dirt and the bike slid out. So, after some more jokes and crap for Erasmo aka “Drop 

‘n’ Flop”, we were on our way again.  

 

Pat’s patented gear shifter. 

 

 

The rest of the ride to Ragged Point was uneventful except for the idiot in the car that was on the 58; you 

know, the kind who speeds up when you try and pass. We made Ragged Point at noon and lunch is always 

good there.  We also had good weather on the coast. It felt good to cool down a bit after Hwy. 58. 

Everyone was having a good time and enjoying the ride, so far, even with all the action. It always makes 

for great stories later. Dan “I am out of this club” was having fun and enjoying the ride. It beats me why 

he wants to move on. 

 



 

 

 

  
After lunch we went back on PCH to the 101 Fwy. and took Hwy. 166, where it got a little hot with the 

weather and the cops. The weather hit 106F on my bike and the cops hit a red corvette on the road so we 

kept the speed down to under 90 mph (just kidding, honey, not.)   

 

 Lunch at Ragged Point 

 

 
Stop at New Cuyama to enjoy the 106F heat. 



 

 

 

  
The group took Hwy. 33 into Ojai, and we stopped for some dinner at the pizza place just outside of 

town. After dinner, John “I’ve never gone this far” took us thru a canyon that was new to me and we 

saved about 20 miles on the trip because we only went 701 miles this year and it was almost the same 

route except for John’s short cut. Great call John because saving miles at the end thru LA is always 

good.  

 

Thanks to all of you who went this year. I had a great time on the ride with you guys. This ride gets 

better every year for me.  P.S. Yes, I did ask Erasmo if it was ok to talk about his ride. P.S.S. With the 

way BMW’s cost, all the damage, even though is mostly superficial, it can be expensive.  Stay tuned 

 

See you next year. Ralf. 

 



 

 

Yosemite, Sequoia and Three Passes Ride 
June 25-29, 2015 
 
I signed up for this ride when it was first advertised 
by Bob Henninger early in the year and had been 
looking forward to it from the start.  What I had not 
anticipated is the unfortunate situation which Bob 
and Lisa being unable to lead the ride and the call I 
received two months ago asking if I was willing to 
lead.  There has never been a South Coaster Newbie 
ride leader with a better prepared ride plan and 
preparations thanks to Bob, as well as a fantastic 
group to ride with including the wisdom of one of 
our long time club members, Bill and Karen Reitz, to 
make it, mostly, a smooth trip! 
  
 The sign of a good trip is not if nothing goes amiss, 
but how the group reacts and corrects, with minimal fall out!  Despite the best prepared trip efforts, we were des-
tined to have a good time finding the irony in the events.   
  
Starting early in the week of the trip, we discovered that the Day 4 route which was planned  from 395 east hwy 
89/hwy 104 was closed due to a forest fire in the area.  No problem, we adjusted the plan to the Sonora pass along 
hwy 108 and were ready.   
  
We met up at Irv Seavers at noon on Thursday and attempted my first pre-ride meet-
ing.  It was going fairly well until Prez Bikram showed up last and 10 minutes into the 
discussion in his cooling vest, aka C4 vest, and I lost control of the group.   
 
 We managed to cover everything and  left at noon,  but the ride gremlins were ready for 
us…..before we left the parking lot a set of gloves departed from where they were 
placed on the top box.  Bill R did the good guy thing and returned to get the gloves, but 
no one let the ride leader know, so we motored on.  Bill R played catch up with the 
group.  The gremlins were not satisfied and the newbie ride leader fell victim to the 
North bound 57fwy intersection at the 60fwy and began to reroute the trip to the Inland 
Empire!  Thankfully Pat Tait contributed to correcting our route quickly via the 71 and back to the 57 with minimal 
time loss, the ride gremlins thwarted again! 
  

  



 

 
The remainder of the trip North was calm, up the 57 to the 210, 5 and over 
the Grapevine.   Along with the Northerly view coming down the Grapevine 
we began to realize the valley heat as we hit our gas stop at around 2:30pm 
in Bakersfield.  At 108 degrees on my gauge, almost all of us donned our cool-
ing vest and anything else we had. We pulled into our hotel in Visalia at the 
end of day one, all ready for a cold shower and food.  Good camaraderie at 
dinner and eager to hit cooler elevations and the mountains ended our day!  
  
Day 2 was a new day, the worst heat behind us, the beautiful Sequoia Na-
tional Park and mountains ahead of us.  There is absolutely no way to de-

scribe the beauty of  Sequoia National Park, so I will let the photos to that and encourage a return.  We stopped at 
the Big Trees museum and General Sherman tree, waking the quarter mile trail….well three of us did at least.  Erasmo 
, Rick and I made the small hike while most of the group decided to enjoy the tree from a distance at a lookout point 
along the trail…… lost my group again! 
  
We enjoyed the ride through the park along with a few hundred other tourists in the cage vehicles with hindered 

views.  Having to share the road with everyone 
made it a very enjoyable, albeit slow, tourist trip 
through the park. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  After lunch 

outside the North end of the park at Grants 
Grove we broke into two groups.  Bill 
led Mike L and Mike P back the remainder 
of the planned route after lunch, while I led 
Pat T, Bikram, Erasmo ("I have to see Kings 
Canyon if I am this close..") and Rick (Scoot-
er without limits) up the 30 miles to the end of Kings Canyon and back, and 
what a nice little ride it was!  Let's just say the road was much less crowded 
and we saw a bit less of the sites…..but it was a blast, just ask Pat who lead us 
out of the canyon! 
 
 The leg after the park on this day 2 was one of the highlights of the 
trip.  Leaving hwy 120 heading north in the foothills getting to Tollhouse and 
Auberry roads was an absolute blast.  I love new roads and this leg had tight 
twisties for miles, open country sweepers and plenty of hills with more 

twisties.  Our splinter group was pretty spent at hwy 168 and Tollhouse/Auberry 
intersection so we took a break with about one hour left to ride.  We stopped at 
Cressmans on 168 before finishing the day, what a day it was!   

 

  



 

 

     
Day 2 ended at our hotel in Oakhurst, where Dianne Brenes and friend Janet joined the group driving up that day. 
  
Day 3 was another combination of sightseeing and riding 
through Yosemite Natl Park.  We stopped at Glacier Point 
for  view and photos, then down to the valley floor for lunch 
at the Awanhee Hotel.  What a place that is!  Dianne and Ja-
net met us there for lunch.  We took a good long lunch break 
enjoying the area around the hotel. 
 

 

  



 

 

        
 
 

       
   
The remainder of Day 3 we headed back out of the Yosemite Valley East to Tioga Pass, gas in Lee Vining at the Woa 
Nelly Deli and then North along hwy 395 to the nice little town of Bridgeport.  I have been through Bridgeport a doz-
en or so times, but never had the pleasure of staying there.  We enjoyed the cozy classic motel, along with a handful 
of Harley riders from as far as Norway, made for interesting conversations.   

  



 

 

   
  
  
Day 4 was our last ride through the Sierra Mountains and we altered the planned route over Monitor and Ebbits Pass 
via hwy 89/4 due to a forest fire in the area which closed this route.  We moved the route to go over Sonora pass on 
hwy 108, which did not disappoint at all!  The vistas, canyons and road on hwy 108 were stunning.    (I have yet to 
make it over hwy 89/104 after two attempts now….perhaps next year???) 
  
  
We took hwy 108 west all the way to hwy 49 on the West side of the Sierra.  Since the altered route was shortened, 
we decided to run up the Old Priest Road to the top along hwy 120 for lunch at the Priest Station Café overlooking 
the Old and New Priest grade roads, another good find!  

   
  
 After a solid satisfying lunch, we routed our way down the Priest-Coulterville Road South to join hwy 49 South-
bound  and found 49 to surprisingly empty and we could fly home to Oakhurst, so fly we did and found this leg of 49 
to be another jewel! 
  
The evening of  Day 4 started with getting to the hotel by late afternoon, (a unique concept thus far in the trip!), al-
lowing a unique amount of time for the pool or generally relaxing.  Dinner and a nightcap in the hotel bar followed 
with reminiscing about the trip and how amazing the roads that Bob H routed were, it was truly a great trip! 

 

  



 

 

 
 

Day 5 arrived and all decided we needed to get an early start in an attempt to beat some of the heat in the 

valley.  The best I could get the group up to was an 8:00am start…..well I tried!  The group voted for the 

direct route home so we ran down hwy 99 and had our last meal together, because we Ride to Eat, in Castaic 

and said our fairwells. 

  

 
  



 

 

 

 



 

 

Training wheels 
 

 
 
This was in 1982 in the Silver Lake area.   I had not owned a motorcycle before (had passengered 
once, and tried a friend’s bike with poor results).   A friend had a cycle, and he assisted me in 
picking out this 1978 Yamaha XS650, as I wanted to impress a girl.    I don’t recall how long it 
took me to get a helmet, although I’m sure I eventually did.     Had a lot of fun and learned to do 
some work on it.    I kept the bike for a few years although in 1984 I bought a 1982 Yamaha 750 
Seca (one of the tariff bikes, still in the box).   
 
And, yes, I got the girl! 
 
 

 
 

John Crittenden 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

LOW COST 2008 1200RT ESA FRONT SHOCK RE-BUILD 
By Dan Burtt 

 
 
My son Alan Burtt is now riding the 2008 1200RT that I used to ride. The bike now has 72,000+ miles 
registered. The front shock had become very soft resulting in the bike “diving” under braking and whenever 
a rough place in the road was encountered. 
 
Alan is a very good “performance oriented” rider (i.e. fast); the soft front shock was definitely negatively 
affecting his style of riding. The shock had degenerated to the point that the ESA “Sport” setting was no 
longer providing the level of firmness required for his riding style. However, he did not want to spend $1,000 
-$1,500.00 for a replacement shock. 
 
Alan belongs to a dirt bike racing club and has a friend that owns a shop called Shock Therapy in Brea. This 
shop rebuilds the suspension systems for all makes of dirt bikes. His friend stated that he would be willing to 
look at rebuilding Alan’s BMW ESA shock if Alan could bring it to his shop. Recently Alan suffered a broken 
knee cap in a dirt bike racing incident. Being that he was unable to ride, it provided an opportunity to 
remove the shock from the BMW and let Shock Therapy see what they could do. 
 
The BMW 2008RT front shock utilized a 6.2 kg/mm shock spring. Alan purchased am 8.0 kg/mm shock 
spring from Race Tech in Corona at a cost of approximately $100.00. We took the shock and the new spring 
to Shock Therapy. 
 
The following photos show what the shock looks like after the rebuild and upgrade. 
 

   
 

   

 

  



 

 
Notice that in the bottom right picture you can see the relief valve that was added to the shock by Shock 
Therapy. This enables the gas inside the shock to be managed. In the bottom left picture you can see the 
bushings that were added to the bottom of the shock to compensate for the short length of the new spring.  
If ordering the spring from Race Tech, you need to insist that hey include the bushing. They are not BMW 
knowledgeable and told my son the bushing would not be required. Shock Therapy provided this bushing 
arrangement during the rebuild. 
 
Per Alan: 
 “The rebuilt shock now rides with much more control, no wallowing and diving. The bike rides 
higher in the stroke which makes steering much lighter. Just taking it off the center stand it is 
noticeably higher. The ride is firm without being harsh. I am running with the ESA set in the 
“Comfort” setting which I could not do before.  
It is not better that an aftermarket shock as they have larger shock bodies that can flow more oil. 
But for less than half the price, rebuilding the shock with a new spring and re-valve is a great low 
cost alternative. The shock can also have the oil changed which is recommended every 15k-20k 
miles. Just changing the oil makes the shock work like new. The BMW standard stock shock oil is 
nowhere near the quality of the aftermarket oils. If you are on a budget, or have an older bike that 
rides soft, this is your fix.” 
 
I will add that is not a “simple task” to remove the front shock on the RT. All the front body panels must be 
removed, and the bolts holding the gas tank must be loosened or removed so that the gas take can be slid 
back enough to give access to the top shock bolt.   
 
But I thought I would pass this along just in case there are those considering a front shock replacement and 
don’t necessarily have the funds or wish to spend the funds for the after-market shocks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 

 

 

 

 

July 12, 2015 – Annual Picnic:  Come join us for our annual end of year picnic in beautiful Dana Point 
Harbor. 

 

July 23-25, 2015 – BMW MOA National Rally:  Billings, MT 

 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/


 

 

 

 

The South Coaster – July, 2015 


