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Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!)

Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got.

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month
in order to give the editor suffcient time to compile the issue.

Formats – I’m really not picky at all and can deal with most anything, 
except Microsoft Publisher.  If you send it, it will print.  It would be best 
if written content were in an editable word processing format (.doc, 
.txt, .rtf, etc.), but an e-mail will work just fne. Acrobat (.pdf) fles are 
OK but are a little more trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format, 
but I'm like the circus contortionist, very fexible. Thank you - THN

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving.

Cover Photos Needed!!
Each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace

the front page.  All are member submissions, so please send yours.

The photo should showcase the essence of the club.  From “South
Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element suggests a plethora of

potential for the artistic eye.  Turn your inner shutterbug loose!

Behold the august group that will guide the SCBMWRC
through the coming year:  Dale Sprosty, Ted Taylor, Tom

White, John Crittenden, Dan Burtt, Bob Wetzel, Tom Hooper
(not pictured Mike Dever & Tom Nowak).  Be sure to come

lobby for your favorite rides and events at the picnic!

About the Cover!

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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Letter from the Editor

Greetings from Cape Cod,

As I write this, I am sipping a cup of coffee at the
dining table in my small house in Pocasset, MA. 
Mary and I grew up in this area and bought our 
first home in 1980.  Through good fortune (and 
only renting to personal referrals for over 25 
years), we were able to hold onto the little cutie 
and now use it as a summer retreat when we visit 
family and friends.

The reason I bring this up is that Cape Cod, and 
New England in general, is a great place to ride a 
motorcycle.  The old, narrow winding roads are 
just what the doctor ordered when it comes to 
whiling away a day or a vacation.  The weather is
pleasant, there are B&B's aplenty, the folks are 
(mostly) friendly and the scenery ranges from 
fantastic to spectacular.  If you get the chance, I 
heartily recommend heading 'back east' with your
ride.  It is probably best to visit either in the 
spring or fall, when things are not summer time 
busy or winter time weather nasty.  Enjoy!

As it was foretold, a new slate of club officers 
and Board of Directors was elected during the 
June meeting at Irv Seaver's.  There was quite a 
good turnout for the vote, in stark contrast to last 
year when only a few folks showed up.  I was 
unable to attend due to a birthday celebration for 
my wife.  All there enjoyed Irv's cookout lunch 
while the in-coming directors met to get a jump 
on event planning for the upcoming year.  I'm 
sure it was difficult to tell whether the heat was 

more intense in the room or around the grill.

With all of the fine weather this summer, I am 
certain that there has been a good deal of great 
riding going on.  Unfortunately, no one has taken 
the time to send a blurb or photos for this most 
cherished publication.  Even if it's only to say that
you rode out to Cook's Corner and took a picture 
if all the Harley's on display, we want to hear 
about it.  Well, OK, there's a good chance that we
don't want to see a picture of Harleys, but you get
the idea.  As your kindergarden teacher told you, 
it's always better to share.

The Grand Canyon, Monument Valley and South 
Utah Ride finishes up an the first of the month, 
and I'm really looking forward to seeing people's 
photos and hearing the stories from that sojourn.  
There is a teaser in the Letters section.

The big doing this month (and the only event on 
the calendar) is the club picnic, which will take 
place once again on the harbor in Dana Point. 
Outgoing president Ralf Tuchmann will scout a 
spot in the wee hours of the morning and the 
festivities are due to get underway at or about 11 
a.m. (I think).  Look for the flags along the road 
toward the tall ship anchorage.  Come on down to
see old friends and make new ones.  I'll be back 
from the east coast by then and am looking 
forward to it, if only to find out who will wear the
coveted Mileage Meister cap.

If you have not yet paid your renewal dues, the 
picnic would be a good opportunity to lay a check
on Membership Chairman Tom Hooper.

We are all anticipating a great club year under the
direction of the new Board and Officers.  But let's
not forget thank the out-going group for a job 
well done, especially Ralf for putting up with the 
position of President for two years.  Salut!

See you at the picnic.   - THN

editor@scbmwrc

Classic 'Cape' – with new maple tree.
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President's Message

Hello South Coasters,

As most of you know, this month marks the end 
of my term as president of the club.  Please join 
me in congratulating Bob Wetzel on becoming the 
new president.  Those who have been in the club 
for a while know that the new president and Board
of Directors will be introduced at the picnic on 
July 13.  I hope you all can make it there to 
welcome the new officers. 

This is my last newsletter message and I must tell 
you that I have had a great time being president of
the SCBMWRC.  I have personally gotten a lot 
out of doing it, and I recommend the position to 
anyone thinking about stepping up in the future.

I would like take this opportunity to thank a few 
people who have made my two years easy and 
fun.  I would like to thank my Go-To people first. 
These are people who helped me a lot when I first
started and were always there to give me help and 
advice with anything challenging I was dealing 
with.  Basically, I could call them up and ask, 
“How do I fix this?” Or “How is this process 
done?”

• Tom Hooper.  He was always available 
and always returned my calls.  He gave 
me a lot of guidance on procedures and 
how to deal with any issue.  

• Bill Reitz. He was my “Hot Line” - 
somebody who I could call up if I needed 
help right away. Bill was always on the 

line ready to help and give me encourage-
ment.

There were a lot of other people I received help 
and advice from; specifically Paul Nelson, Vern 
Shrader (who said to me, “Just remember, it is a 
rinky-dink motorcycle club,” which turned out to 
be the best advice), Ed Anjel and Dave Gutknecht,
who will be missed because every time I talked to 
him he always said to me, “you’re doing a 
good job” even when I thought I didn’t know 
what I am doing.

I would like to thank this year's board, also:  Larry
Troffer, Vice President.  He is a guy who can keep
his mouth shut (LOL) and somebody I was very 
grateful to have as VP.  He did a great job on the 
Mileage Contest.  Bikram Mann, Secretary.  He al-
ways is a joy to have around and he finally put on
a ride and had such a good time that he went ride 
crazy and put on a phantom ride.  He was a great 
secretary, keeping track of our free-flowing meet-
ings and discussions.  Mike Dever, Treasurer.  He 
has a great sense of humor and was always kid-
ding around.  He worked his magic with the bud-
get.  No matter what we did in the Club we al-
ways had the same amount of money in reserves.  
Tom White, who was last year's Mileage Contest 
winner.  He is somebody any club would be happy
to have.  He was on nearly all the rides and was 
easy to work with (except that he didn't do a ride –
which was required of all board members).  Tom 
Nowak, (Senior) Newsletter Editor.  He gave the 
newsletter a fresh look and made it pop.  Also, he 
had a lot of patience with me turning in my arti-
cles on (or past) the deadline.  Vern Shrader, who 
was always seeing the big picture.  Robin Shrader,
who was reluctant but did a great job and put on a
great ride.  Last, but not least, Paul Nelson.  He 
always let me bounce thoughts and ideas off of 
him and gave some good feedback.

I would also like to mention the committee mem-
bers:  Tom Nowak with the newsletter and Tom 
Hooper, who took over membership (when Dave 
Gutknecht passed away) and did a wonderful job 
stepping in and bringing membership up.  I think 
we matched his goal.  Last, but not least, Bill 
Allen as Webmaster, who does an admirable job 
maintaining the website.
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President's Message (con'd)

I also want to thank all the members for letting me
try new things, having open minds and giving me 
good feedback that helped me if it wasn't the best 
idea.  I had a lot of feedback on the newsletters 
and the Extra Mile and the rides, but I think the 
biggest thing I got feedback on was the Mileage 
Contest and the fun people were having with it.  It
turned out to be the one thing that gave me the 
most enjoyment, because of the response from the 
members.

The things I am most proud of while being presi-
dent are as follows:

1. The number of rides and the number of miles 
we've ridden.  In the first year I was president, we
had 27 rides with a total of 14,000 miles of riding.

We are close to that this year, but we won’t 
know the exact total until the picnic.

2. We nearly doubled our membership, from 56 
when I started as president to almost 100 today.  I
wasn’t trying to beef up membership, but I be-
lieve members were joining because we had an ac-
tive calendar with many great rides planned.

My final thank you is to Phyllis, for giving me the
time to put on all these rides and making me look 
good with my grammar, spelling and MS Word 
formatting.  

Ralf Tuchmann
As I ride into the sunset, remember, “It's 
not that far.”

- Club Announcements -

SCBMWRC
ANNUAL
PICNIC

Join us on the harbor in Dana Point
on Sunday, July 13.

See old friends and make new ones.
Meet the new club officers. (Pays

your membership dues.)
HAVE A BLAST!
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Letters to the Editor

Hi Tom,

I'm going thru my pix and this
one sums up the Monument
Valley experience. Mike Pirosh,
on an RT is closest to the
camera.

I'll be sending more,

Bill Reitz

The Extra Mile
with Ralf Tuchmann

Q. #1  When did you start riding motorcycles? 
A.  I was born on Friday, July 13, 1956.  Two days prior, Wed., July 11, my dad 
took my mom to the hospital on the back of his Horex motorcycle.  It was the poor
man’s BMW.  In those days, obviously, safety was not an issue.

Q.#2 What was your first bike?
A.  A Taco mini-bike, 3 horse power before we took the governor off.  Lot’s of 
chain-breaks on that bike.

Q.#3 Have you ever been pulled over?
A.  Yes, I have one motorcycle ticket in all my years of riding and that was in 
Arizona.  I have been pulled over multiple times and been let go because I always 
say to the officer when he asks “Do you know how fast you were going?” “No, I 
wasn’t paying attention.”  And they always seem to let me out of the ticket. 
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Q.#4 What was the worst bike that you have ever been on?
A.  I’ve been on a Harley Sportster.  It’s like riding a rented horse.

Q.#5 Do you work on your own bike?
A.  With the help of friends, I have a lot more confidence and with more than one 
person you can really figure things out.

Q.#6 What is your favorite road ?
A.  The Alps are great, but I think the road that beats them is the road from 
Stinson Beach to Fort Bragg on Hwy. 1.

Q.#7 What’s the best trip that you’ve ever done. 
A.  The Alps s in 2010 with friends from the US and Germany.  We did six 
countries.  The roads were great.  The views were great, but the trip was made 
because of the friends on the ride with us.

Q.#8 Are you a camper or motel-er?
A.  I like everything about camping except the sleeping.

Q. #9 Would you buy a Harley?
A.  Only if I were an alcoholic and I needed to ride to drink.

Q.#10 Were you ever Club  President ? If so, did you get something out of the 
experience?
A.   Yes and yes.  It helped me be better.

Q.#11 Ever flipped anyone off riding?
A.  Only to educate. 

Q.#12 What were the most miles that you’ve ridden in a day?
A.  730 miles, last year Summer Solstice ride.  If I had to do it for more than one 
day, it wouldn’t have been fun.

Q.#13 What is the fastest that you’ve ever gone on a bike?
A.  I stopped looking down when I hit 170. 

The Extra Mile (con'd)
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Q.#14 Have you ever gone down on a bike?
A.  Yes.  Everyone goes down on a bike, a drop or a crash.  I’ve done both.  You 
need a little luck.  Drops suck.  Crashes make for good stories later.  You know 
me, I always have a good story.

Q.#15 Do you hate Hondas?
A.  No, I don’t.  I just put this question in for Phil Blackstone. He is a past 
president of the club and now rides a Honda.  He should get crap for that.

Q. #16 If you could do a fantasy ride, what would it be?
A. I would go with all my riding friends into the Alps and there would be no traffic.

Q. #17 Have you ever run out of gas?
A.   Yes, because I was lazy.  I had a bike with no gas gauge and I was doing the 
miles in my head at 65 MPH and I was actually doing 85 MPH.  I fill up now 
whenever I can on a trip.  I was in the middle of the desert at sunset.  Ask me 
about it sometime.

Q. #18 Have you ever scared yourself riding?
A.  When you are in the moment you don’t get scared, you get a shot of adrenalin 
when you are dealing with it.  It is later when you get the shakes.

Q. #19 Are you a tortoise or a hare?
A.  People say I am hare, but I don’t know.

Q. #20 Do you have someone in the club who you ride well with?
A.  Anybody, regardless of ability, who makes me laugh and makes the ride fun.

Q. #21 Are you benefitting from the club?
A.  No, I  only charge the Club what I spent on the Club.

Q. #22  GPS or no GPS?
A.  No GPS.  Give yourself a chance to come across the unexpected.

The Extra Mile (con'd)
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Q. #23  What is the best thing you have ever bought or gotten for riding?
A.  The best thing I have ever gotten is a membership in this Club.  I have made 
great friends and had nothing but fun on the rides.

Q. #24  If you could do five laps all by yourself on any track in the world, what 
would that track be?
A.  It’s a toss-up between Nurburgring and Spa.

- 2014 Mileage Contest -

The 2013-2014 SCBMWRC mileage
contest is over!  I normally list the
top ten riders in the newsletter, but
this month we’ll wait for the winner

and overall results will be announced
at the club picnic.  The 700-plus mile
Summer Solstice Ride did cause some

movement at the top.  This will be
my last report as the keeper of the o-
fish’ul mileage results.  I must say it
has been a lot of fun watching the

contest leaders battle it out in a
heated competiton for the coveted

Mileage Meister ball cap.  No one but
I know the results, so there is still

time to bribe your way to the top.  I’d
like to commend our president, Ralf

Tuchmann, for establishing this
event during his two years in office; it
has clearly met the goal of increasing

participation in club activities.

La rry  T ro f e r
(T h a n k s  La rry  –  E d .)

The Extra Mile (con'd)
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General Meeting & Election – Photos by Bill Reitz
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CITY LIDS for R1200R-RT K/12/13 GT
PBMC

15216 Hartsook St.
Sherman Oaks, CA. 91403
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– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com -
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June 27 - July 1, 2014 - Grand Canyon, 
Monument Valley and south Utah ride: 
Lots of details from Bob Henninger are 
already on the website, including the 
chosen hotels. Reservations are likely sold
out by now.

Ju/y 13, 2014 – Annual SCBMWRC 
Picnic:  Once again we will gather in Dana
Point to enjoy good food and good fun.

August 28, 2014 – SCMA Three Flags 
Ride kicks off in Tucson, AZ., with Thurs 
sign-in.  Ride begins on Friday and ends 
three days later in Harrison Hot Springs, 
British Columbia.  www.scma.com 

October, 2013

November, 2013

December, 2013

January, 2014

March, 2014

April, 2014

May, 2014

June, 2014

September, 2013

July, 2014

August, 2014

http://www.SCBMWRC.com/
http://www.scma.com/
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The South Coaster – July, 2014
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