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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken of the group on the Kernville Ride. Submitted by Trish Troffer. 

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

  

 

Hello South Coasters, 

 

Winter is approaching faster than I would want.  My personal target was to do 10,000 miles on my new 2015 RT, 

and realistic goal was 9,000.  I am short by about 500 miles.  That leaves me with only 3 weekends.  So who wants 

to go riding with me? 

 

Well, that was my Thanksgiving holiday season telling me that I need to go out and ride besides eating.  I hope 

everyone had a fantastic Thanksgiving holiday season, getting with the families & friends and enjoying the extra-

long weekend.  Well, I sure enjoyed mine. 

 

The month started with a ride to Palm Springs for a lunch at Manhattan Deli after a breakfast at Hell’s Kitchen.  

There were Magnificent Seven who rode together on their stallion from HK, travelling through some nice roads that 

we have ridden in the past, but it is always fun to ride again. 

 

One more ride for November, what can I say, it was probably the most attended that I have known topped with some 

extra layer of thrill for those who took the “BrokenBikeRidge” Road!  I am sure someone is going to write a nice ride 

report.  Wait until you see some pics!  I truly enjoyed this ride, let by Bill and Paul.  The camaraderie was excellent, 

the dinner and fun. In addition, ride with vistas was the perfect “icing” on this trip. 

 

I like to thank those who attend these well-coordinated rides every month. 

 

The month of December is generally very slow due to the holiday season, hence, very little is done in terms of ride, 

however, we do have a Christmas Party on the 12
th

 hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Crittenden at their humble residence.  I 

look forward to seeing you at the party. 

 

Lastly, I would like to wish every one of you and your families a very Happy and Merry Christmas. 

 

 

Bikram S. Mann 

President 

 



 

 

 

  

Letter from the Editor 

This past month due to work and other commitments, I only got to attend the Meet me for Breakfast 
ride on Novemenber 8th.  It turned out to be a great ride with good company. Thanks Bikram for 
planning this one.  

Later in this coming month, we have the Christmas Party, which this year is graciously being hosted 
by John and Beth Crittenden at their home in Chino Hills. If you’re planning on attending, please let 
Beth know what you’ll be bringing. As before, there will be the usual Gift Exchange Shootout. Don’t 
miss it  

Since this is a “short” riding month, the only organized ride is the Winter Solstice, on December 20th. 
Don’t forget to join the group for what has become a club tradition. 

Finally, there is an update on the Mount Laguna upcoming weekend getaway. Don’t miss this one!  

Enjoy, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2015 Mileage contest - 

Top 10 

10/10/15 

 

Crittenden, John 

Mann, Bikram 

Nelson, Paul 

Nelson, Gale 

Omlor, David 

Reitz, Bill 

Reitz, Karen 

Sprosty, Dale 

Tuchmann, Ralf 

Tuchmann, Phyllis 

Wagner, Karl 

Wagner, Sharon 

Wassenaar, Danny 

Wassenaar, Elaine 

 

Note: In alphabetical order 

 



 

 

 
 

  

Meet me for Breakfast 
 

Given that I had missed the Fall Colors ride due to work and other commitments, I decided that I had to 

find the time to ride with the club and do the Meet me for Breakfast ride organized by Bikram Mann, our 

president. As it is becoming a trademark of him, the ride starts with a Breakfast stop, followed by a ride to 

a nice restaurant for Lunch, and then another ride to a place for dessert, then head back home. 

 

All of the details of this ride were not disclosed prior to the meet. Only known facts were: Breakfast at 

Hells Kitchen with KSU at 9am, and a lunch and dessert/ice cream stop throughout the day’s riding. 

When I arrived at HK, there was a group of “regulars” already there, Dale Sprosty., Bill and Karen Reitz, 

David Omlor, Bikram Mann, Phil Blackstone, and Scott Hale. At KSU time, Bikram informed us of the 

planned stops, Manhattan in the Desert Deli in Palm Springs, and ice cream in Temecula. Dale couldn’t 

join us as he needed to be back in town before 1pm and this ride looked to be taking most of the day. So off 

we left down on Ortega Hwy towards Elsinore. 

 

Bikram had selected a slightly different route to Palm Springs from the “usual” way (ie via Temecula). At 

the end of Corydon Rd we took a left instead and head back up on Mission to a right on Railroad Canyon 

Rd, which we followed through Menifee, eventually becoming Domenigoni Pkwy. This was nice, different 

way to go east. Eventually, we got to Hemet, entering from the south and the turning right into Florida Ave. 

While riding through Hemet, we dropped two riders due to the many stop lights on Florida Ave. Being the 

second one behind Bikram, the leader, I motioned to him with two fingers, followed by a thumb pointing 

backwards (ie we lost 2 behind). Bikram acknowledge seeing my gestures and pulls to a left turning 

entrance to a Jack in the Box. Puzzled we look at him and he mentions that there should be a decent 

bathroom at Jack in Box for my number 2 needs!  Dude, two fingers pointing backward means two 

dropped riders! Not I need to go do #2  

 

Soon everybody got back on Florida Ave which turns into Hwy 74. On the twisties up toward Idyllwild, 

Bikram motioned to anyone who wanted to go faster to go ahead. I wanted to practice the techniques 

learned at Streetmasters so I took the offer. Soon after I had passed Bikram I see on my right view mirror a 

big Goldwing swinging like it is a nimble little machine , so I motioned for him to pass me. Phil took the 

cue and showed us how to ride on the twisties with his little Goldwing! 

Following Hwy 74, which becomes Pines to Palms Hwy, we enjoyed a great day of riding. Temperature 

was just right and the skies were blue with no hint of a cloud. Bikram decided to stop at the look-out over 

Palm Desert. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

At the look-out, we bumped into a couple of Harley riders who were nice to take our picture. There were 

tons of motorcycles out riding. 

 

 
 

Bikram was so excited about the ride that he almost fell over  

 

A nice view toward Palm Desert, 

showing the twisties to come. 

 

At the bottom of Hwy 74, we turned left onto Hwy 111. Nine plus miles later, we arrived at Manhattan in 

the Desert. Bikram had made reservations ahead of time, so we were promptly seated. I had been at this 

deli a couple of years back when Robin S. had led a ride to have lunch there and I fondly remember that it 

was good food. We weren’t disappointed this time either. 



 

 

  

 
 

 

 



 

 

  
 

After lunch, Scott H headed back home via the I-10, while the rest of the group took Hwy 111 

backtracking towards Pines and Palms Hwy. We refueled in Palm Desert and headed west back on Hwy 

74, then onto Hwy 371, followed by a left onto Hwy 79 to Temecula, where we eventually took a right 

on Jedediah Smith Rd  then onto Ynez Rd. We then arrived at Mariposa Ice Cream, were we all had a 

nice ice cream before saying goodbyes to Phil B. and then heading back to OC via Ortega Hwy. 

 

All in all, it was a great ride, with great weather, with great people. We all agreed that it needs to become 

a regular ride for the club. 

 

 

 

Erasmo Brenes 



 

 

A Weekend Of "Almosts" 

Friday the 13th, I should have known something wasn't going to be right. Nine bikes were making 

the trek to Kernville. I'm not superstitious; it was too nice of a day to worry. Two groups left Irv 

Seaver heading for Angeles Crest & Angeles Forest then on the Rosamond and Fosters Freeze. We 

all made it there by 11:30 after picking up five more bikes at Panera Bread.  

In the past we have ridden on Caliente-Bodfish Road to get to Kernville. This year was going to be 

different. I have read about and wanted to ride Breckenridge Road for years, this year was the 

time. I talked to two Club members about the conditions and they sounded doable for the members 

of our Club. I opened Google Maps Street View and they had the whole road mapped so you can 

"drive" it to check what it's like. Not bad, somewhat like Cal-Bod Road when the centerline goes 

away. It will take some concentration but at the relaxed pace I usually set I was positive we could 

do it. It was a really scenic ride up to about twelve miles before we would intersect Caliente-

Bodfish. As we climbed I said to Karen "look at the snow on the side of the road, it looks nice." 

Around a corner that snow became ICE ON THE ROAD SURFACE!! Oops. Well it surely wouldn't be 

like this for the whole ride, we were "almost" at the summit. I was wrong. 

Saturday dawned bright and clear, perfect for a ride on Forest Route 23S16, the road with no name 

on the www.pashnit.com website. I last rode this about twelve years ago and it was a beautiful 

cruise across open meadows on the only PAVED fire road in the Southern Sierra. At one point you 

can see the road going up to Sherman Pass zigzagging up the mountain far to the east. As we 

climbed it grew "a little" chilly. When snow appeared alongside the road and melting water crossed 

the road I stopped the group and said I would not head up an icy road like yesterday. Karen & I 

continued up about half a mile only to find solid ice so that was it for this ride. 

The group returned to Glenville and there we broke up into two groups going in opposite directions. 

I led bikes back over 155 and lunch at the Pizza Factory in Lake Isabella. From there the group split 

in two again, some wanting to ride the Kern River Canyon, Hwy 178, in the daylight since we rode it 

after dark the night before. Others headed back to the Kernville Inn to rest before another fine 

meal at That's Italian. 

There will be other accounts of this weekend and the adventures we all had. Check the Club's 

Facebook page for pictures of the "fun". Twenty-four members attended this year, that's got to be 

some kind of record for a weekend event.                   

 

 

Bill Reitz 



 

 

 
Another amazing ride with SCBMWRC!  We’ll of course remember for a long time our attempts to traverse 
the icy mountain passes; a little adversity makes for good story telling at future gatherings.  But equally 
memorable were the scenic routes along perfect, made-for-motorcycle roads, the awe-inspiring sights of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains and Sequoia National Park, and time spent with good friends, old and new.  
 
 Some of the roads provided a great opportunity to hone skills picked up at our club’s recent 
StreetMasters Cornering workshop. We surely need to get back on Breckinridge Road on a future ride, 
perhaps before the winter weather arrives next time?  Trish and I extend our sincerest thanks to our ever-
flexible ride leader and knower of every road in California, Bill Reitz.  Bill did a remarkable job keeping 
the group pointed the right way and reacting to unexpected riding challenges.  No question about it - this 
was the kind of ride that makes one want to come back for more. 
 
Larry and Trish Troffer  
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

So, what's up with all the talk about ice-capade slip-sliding bikes on this trip? Last time 
Elaine and I were caught off guard in a bit of snow with the bike there was a bottom 
layer of slippery red clay under it. I reckon it pays to be on a GS Adventure bike if you 
plan on being adventurous.    
 
What stands out as a memory maker to us, in addition to snowball fights and this 
weekend’s 600+ miles of awesome roads and scenery, was how the women of the 
South Coasters rocked the house and kicked butt at the Kernville Saloon Friday night.  
Whether it was playing pool, shuffle board, shaking a leg, or singing with the Karaoke, 
they had it all going on.  An amazingly good time was also had at the festive Italian 
eatery by all 24 who occupied a seat in the same room. Good Friends, Good Food, and 
Good Cheer.   
 
Plus, what a great first trip for the club following the weekend workshop training with 
Streetmasters.   Many a rider were seen making huge head turns 
and confidently dipping-in on late apex turns.    
 
Can't wait for the next adventure South Coasters!   
 
Danny & Elaine Wassenaar 

 

  
  



 

 

For me, the Kernville ride was a little more adventure than I had bargained for (icy roads, an 
overdose of dirt, strong winds, and the threat of an impending huge storm on the way home) but 
all in all a good time with some great riding. The best part….I survived! And, we have some great 
stories to tell.  

Thanks to our previous group event with Streetmasters, my riding was up to par and I had no 
trouble staying with the group this time on the normal roads. However, I’m really glad that I didn’t 
have my new bike yet. I would NOT have been prepared for the ice on a new bike. Luckily my GS 
performed like a champ even while I was shaking like a leaf from the terror of riding on ice for the 
very first time. Our team spirit prevailed and everyone helped each other out. What was awesome 
was to see the gals helping to get the fallen bikes back down. That made me smile. 

Lisa Catarineau 

 

 



 

 

Kernville 2015 

The Kernville trip is one of my favorite SCBMWRC events!  I have had the pleasure of attending in 2014 

and 2015.  The event this year was full of adventure and good times with our club.  We had a great turn 

out and were able to participate in some true winter sports!  Can you say “BMWs on Ice”? Friday’s ride up 

Breckenridge Road will be one of those stories we tell for a long time.  I think in the group closest to me, 

there were 9 bikes.  7 of them went down on the ice, some more than once (Rick).   I know I kept thinking, 

“oh, I just need to get through this small patch of ice and it will be clear sailing ahead.”  Well, when I came 

around the corner and saw 50 yards of ice covering the entire road, I knew I was in trouble.  So, I went for 

it anyway.  I got about 10 yards in and made the mistake of stopping.  No good.  I could not get rolling 

again on my 850lb pig of a bike.  Thankfully, Larry and Steve came to the rescue and helped me basically 

walk my bike through the rest of that patch.  Trish Troffer joked later that I looked like I was going to 

deliver a baby because of the way I was breathing!  I thought for sure I was going to drop my bike! 

 

And then when I thought I was safe, here comes Danny.  “No good ahead, we have to turn back”.  Oh, crap, here we 

go again!  Anyway, you get the idea.  I think we must have spent an hour and ½ getting everyone pointed back down 

the hill.  Good thing I ordered that double burger at the Fosters Freeze! 

All in all, a great trip.   

 

Pat Tait 

 
 

  



 

 
“What a lovely day to go riding through the ice. WHAT WERE WE THINKING !?!” 

Richard Catarineau 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Kernville 2015 

Gale and I have made this ride as far back as 2004-5. The riding is great rural roads with 

beautiful scenery. What I like about this outing is its not far from O.C. and once you're 

there the whole town is within short walking distance. The Kernville Inn is 1950's campy 

with the knotty pine interiors and Adirondack chairs abounding.  

This year, as in the past, the participants made the trip.  Plenty of laughs and some silliness. 

I enjoyed That's Italian restaurant. They were very accommodating with our group size AND 

they made me a "special" tiramisu ice cream desert for Gale's birthday. Yumm!  Great time!   

Paul Nelson  

 

 

 

If you Google Ice Capades, you get the following:  The Ice Capades were 

traveling entertainment shows featuring theatrical performances involving ice 

skating.  Now if you delete the last two words in this sentence and insert 

“motorcycles” you capture the full flavor of our Kernville outing.  The weekend 

was quite an adventure and will long live in our clubs’ lore!  Lots of fun and 

camaraderie. 

Mike Pirosh 

 
  



 

 

Kernville. 

I echo all the observations and sentiments above.  The people in this club are most 
excellent to ride and hang with.   The roads were great, even with the sphincter-factor, 
and I am constantly working to improve the tech I learned with StreetMasters.  

We did miss all that weren’t able to make it, and I think that this trip will get bigger and 
bigger every year.  

Bill R did a great job of finding new ways to ride.   Thanks, Bill------we still love you!   

This was my 2nd year of Kernville, and it most certainly will not be the last! And, hopefully 
Beth will accompany me and not have to work to support us! 

John Crittenden 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 

MOUNT LAGUNA  

SOUTH COAST BMW RIDERS CLUB 

WEEKEND GETAWAY 

JUNE 24-26, 2016 

UPDATED! 

 
 

WE HAVE RENTED ALL ROOMS AND CABINS AT THE LAGUNA MOUNTAIN LODGE  

FOR THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 24-26 (FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS) FOR ALL MEMBERS OF BMW 

CLUB SOUTH COAST RIDERS. 

 

 ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT AN OFFICIAL RALLY, IT IS SOMETHING WE CAN DO  

FOR THE CLUB AND FOR THE LOYALTY OF OUR MEMBERS! 

 

 DETAILS 

 

 JUNE 24-26, 2016 

 LAGUNA MOUNTAIN LODGE, 10678 SUNRISE HWY, MT. LAGUNA, CA  91948 



 

 

 

 ALL ATTENDEES AND FAMILY WILL HAVE A CABIN/MOTEL ROOM FOR THE TWO NIGHTS.    

SEVERAL OF THESE HAVE 2 OR 3 BEDROOMS.   EACH ROOM/CABIN HAS ITS OWN 

BATHROOM.  AS WE GET CONFIRMS, I WILL ASSIGN ROOMS/CABINS (THERE IS A MAX OF 

101 PERSONS).   CHILDREN ARE OPTIONAL BUT WELCOME! 

 INCLUDED IS SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER FOR US ALONE, ACROSS THE STREET AT THE BLUE 

JAY LODGE.   (A BAR IS ALSO ON THE PREMISES BUT IS NOT INCLUDED). 

 THE BLUE JAY LODGE IS AVAILABLE FOR FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

BREAKFAST, AND THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER RESTAURANT JUST DOWN THE ROAD. 

 WE WILL HAVE THE MEETING HALL AT THE LODGE, AND I BELIEVE THERE ARE COOKING 

FACILITIES ALTHOUGH YOU’LL HAVE TO BRING YOUR OWN POTS, PLATES, ETC. 

 THE LODGE HAS A GIFT SHOP AND GROCERIES. 

 LOCAL HIKING, BIKE TRAILS, OFF-ROADING. 

 20 MILES FROM JULIAN. 

 ANZO-BORREGO, OCOTILLO WELLS, SALTON SEA, ALPINE, AND OTHER GOOD RIDING 

DESTINATIONS. 

 FULL DETAILS NOT WORKED OUT YET, BUT WE WILL HAVE A SATURDAY NIGHT 

40/30/20/10, MAYBE SOME DOOR AND/OR RAFFLE PRIZES, ROUTED RIDES, AND OTHER 

GOODIES. 

 ALSO TO BE DETERMINED, SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT. 

 

 

IN ORDER TO MAKE THIS WORK, FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE, WE NEED TO CHARGE A NOMINAL FEE FOR 

EACH ATTENDEE----$60 ADULT, $20 CHILD (UNDER 16).    THIS IS NOT PER NIGHT, BUT THE 

WHOLE SHEBANG!    WE WILL START TAKING CHECKS AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY, OR 

YOU CAN SEND A CHECK TO THE CLUB PO BOX 11521, SANTA ANA, CA  92711-1521 

 

WE ALREADY HAVE A GOOD NUMBER OF CONFIRMS AND YOU CAN EITHER POST ON THE WEBSITE 

FOR THIS CALENDAR EVENT, OR LET ME KNOW (JCRITTENDEN111@VERIZON.NET) .  

ROOMS/CABINS WILL BE ASSIGNED IN ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 



 

 

THIS WILL BE FUN!!!!! 

 

 
 
(PHOTOS COURTESY OF KARL  WAGNER) 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 

December 4th, 2015 – Board Meeting at Irv Seaver.  Meet at 8:30am for the Board Meeting. 

 

December 12th, 2015 – Christmas Party.  Hosted by John and Beth Crittenden. Chino Hills at 
6pm. See website for details. 

 

December 20th, 2015 – Winter Solstice Ride.  See website for details. 

 

January 10th, 2016 – Tech Day.  See website for more details. 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/


 

 

 

 

The South Coaster – December, 2015 


