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Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!)

Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got.

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month 
in order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue.

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if 
written content were submitted in an editable word processing format 
(.doc, .txt, .rtf, etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files 
are OK but are more trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less 
than 500 Kb in size. Thank you - THN

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving.

Cover Photos Needed!!

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph
to grace the front page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed.

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South
Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential

for the artistic eye.  Turn your inner shutterbug loose!

For the final cover of my tenure as editor, I shamelessly
used a photo from my own collection.  Shown are the
majestic Sierra Nevada from the final pass heading
west into Owens Valley along Hwy 190.  One of the
many “WOW” spots that my BMW's and I shared.

About the Cover!

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President's Message

From the President -

What a month!  Lots going on, including some 
changes.  I’ll start with those first. 

As you may know, Tom Nowak (our illustrious 
newsletter editor) was involved in an accident 
with his bike near Kanan / Dume Rd. last April.  
He sustained a concussion and decided to stay off 
bikes for a few months.  Well, his bike was 
totaled and after some deep consideration and 
input from his better half, Mary, Tom has chosen, 
for the foreseeable future, to hang up his helmet 
and pursue other avenues of recreational 
activities.   The result of his decision is that this 
will be his last issue as our editor.  I would like to 
thank Tom for his tireless efforts in getting the 
newsletter out on time and his excellent work 
editing it.

 Of course, finding a replacement, no, strike that, 
a successor to Tom will not be easy, but I think 
we have done it.  One of our members, Erasmo 
Brenes has taken up the challenge to edit the 
newsletter and I wish him all the luck in the 
world with the endeavor.  Balancing his busy 
work load with executing the responsibilities of 
editor is problematic but he will do his best to 
serve the membership.  With that in mind, the 
January edition of the newsletter will be about 
two weeks late as Erasmo has to finish a project 
at work and then set about folding his schedule 
around his editing chores.  I would ask all of you 
to welcome Erasmo and to cut him a little slack 
as he begins the process. Thanks Erasmo, go 

get’em!

In addition to resigning as our editor, Tom also 
has resigned from the Board of Directors. Erasmo 
has agreed to take his place at the table as well as 
handling duties as Editor.  Thank you again 
Erasmo! 

The General Meeting was very well attended 
with about 18 people showing up at Flabob 
Airport for breakfast.  The food was great as was 
camaraderie.  Weather was OK for the ride 
afterward, however an accident closed the road 
near Lake Matthews and we all rode to a small 
strip-mall and considered our options.  Most of 
the pack decided to head home.  I must say, the 
breakfast meeting was very enjoyable despite the 
fact there were no activities at the airport, as 
originally and wrongly reported by me.  Quite 
frankly, I am still a bit confused by how all that 
happened, as careful as I tend to be about 
arranging things like that.  I greatly appreciate 
and wish to thank members for NOT dragging me 
across a cheese-grate for such a faux pas.

The Kernville ride over the weekend after the 
meeting was, in a word, SPECTACULAR.  A 
great route planned, (initially by Dan Burtt), 
modified and led by our Master Navigator Bill 
Reitz, had us dancing with the twisties almost 
from the moment we embarked through to the 
finish.  This was an excellent study in how NOT 
to get bored to tears on the freeway.  Angeles 
Crest to Angeles Forest, on up through the 
Tehachapi wind farm, clear to Kernville.  Upon 
arrival at Kernville, around twenty of us checked 
in and bivouacked for the duration.  Dinner at 
“That’s Italian” was excellent, with lots of 
conversation and spirits shared by the group.  
After a fine breakfast the next morning at “The 
Cracked Egg”, we hit the road to Porterville via 
Hwy 190, made a stop at the trail of 100 Giants 
(Sequoia Natl. Forest), had lunch at “The Black 
Bear,” and returned to Kernvillle on Hwy 155.  A 
sweet day for riding!  Copious twisties, beautiful 
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President's Message (con'd)

weather and awesome views.

Sunday was a reverse of our Friday route, with 
various of our number peeling off for various 
reasons.  All in all, it was another splendid route 
with interesting sights and stops, mapped and led 
by THE NAVIGATOR, covering about all the 
twisties the group could handle.  A superb time 
was had by all. Thanks again to Bill and his ever-
present pillion, Karen, for constructing such a 
great ride.

A Special shout-out to a few new riders who 
joined the crew, Danny and Elaine Wasserman 
(members), Steve and Jan Leo, Mike and Martha 
Cason (guests), and Mike Lawler (member).  You 
guys were outstanding additions to the group and 
brought a great attitude of fun and personalities to 
the ride.  Please feel free to join us again, (yes 

Mike, you can bring your Honda), we would love 
to have you all again.

The Christmas Party is next up but I would like to 
make a change to the “cutthroat gift exchange”.  
Instead of holding the gift value to under $15, I 
would like to change it to $20 or thereabouts.  
More access to a wider selection of gifts (I think) 
and room for more creativity.

See you all at the party.

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL AND A PROFITABLE NEW YEAR

Bob Wetzel
President

Letter from the Editor

See you on the road (I'll be in the Miata).

Thomas H. Nowak, Editor Emeritus
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- 2015 Mileage contest -
as of October 20, 2014:
Henninger, Bob
Henninger, Lisa
Kennedy, Kevin
Mann, Bikram
Nelson, Paul
Nelson, Gale
Pirosh, Mike
Reitz, Bill

Reitz, Karen
Santana, Victor
Wagner, Karl

Wagner, Sharon
Wetzel, Bob
Wetzel, Diane



The SCBMWRC annual Christmas party will take place
at Trish and Larry Troffer's house,

 311 Calle Empalme, San Clemente

 on 13 December from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.

The club will provide turkey, ham and soft drinks.
Attendees are asked to bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share.

As always, this is a BYOB event. 

After dinner, we'll have our white elephant gift exchange.
If you want to play, bring a wrapped, unmarked gift of a value under $15.00 or so.
Each participant will have an opportunity to choose a gift. But don't get attached to it

- it's almost certain you won't end up with the one you picked!
Rules will be explained at the party. 

Please RSVP to ltroffer@cox.net no later than 6 December if you will attend,
and let us know what dish you would like to bring so we can plan enough food.

Even if you see Larry or Trish in person, please respond by email. 

The club's Christmas party is always a great opportunity to catch up
with old friends andto meet some new club members.

We hope to see you there. 
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Not having ridden any great distances in a very 
long time, Vicki and I planned our trip with stops 
at distances we had easily managed over the last 
couple of years.  Our goal was to ride PCH up the 
“Lost Coast” to Oregon and return.  We left on 
Saturday, the 11th of October and made our first 
stop in Paso Robles with a lunch break in Oxnard.  
Our first leg was slow going due to traffic 
problems on PCH until we were clear of Malibu. 
The day was sunny and fine.  

We left Paso Robles the next morning on our next 
leg, which was to take us to Petaluma, where we 
would visit with friends before continuing 
northward.  We lunched in San Jose and Siri 
revealed that our passage through the Presidio to 
the Golden Gate was blocked due to the Blue 
Angels air show over the Bay.  We opted for the 
eastern side of the bay and made our way to Marin 
County via the Richmond / San Rafael bridge.  We 
enjoyed another day of sunshine and acceptable 
temperatures.  We checked into our motel and 
made arrangements with our friends to go out to 
dinner.  (If you’ve never had pizza at an Amici’s, I 
highly recommend it.)

Later in the evening, we checked the weather for 
our next destinations, only to find that heavy rains 
were expected in Fort Bragg and Weaverville (our 
next two stops) for the next three days, along with 
most of Southern Oregon and northern California.  
This necessitated a change of plans.  We opted for 
another night in Petaluma to allow the plotting of 
a new route and canceling and adding motels, as 
required.

During the off day, Vicki and I and our friend rode 
north on Hwy 101 and turned west on Hwy 128.  
We had a spectacular ride through the coastal 
redwoods until we intersected PCH eleven miles 
south of Ft. Bragg.  Our friend has a bullet camera 
mounted on his bike (a bright yellow Gold Wing) 
and was able to record our ride through the 
redwoods.  A link to a portion of the ride is here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

oqNeySebDo&feature=youtu.be  The camera 
automatically compensates for light levels so the 
ride looks a lot brighter than it actually was.  (My 
headlight modulator stopped working in the 
gloom of the redwoods.)  We turned south and 
lunched and gassed up on PCH, continuing on to 
Bodega Bay before turning east and heading back 
to Petaluma for the night. 

The next day we rode east with our friends, on 
Hwy 12 through wine and windmill country, 
through the nightmare of detours that is Stockton 
and finishing in Sonora.  In the morning we had 
breakfast and rode the Sonora Pass (had to break 
out the Gerbings and winter gloves) to Hwy 395.  
We jogged south to lunch at the Whoa Nelly Deli 
before continuing over Tioga Pass to Yosemite.  A 
short respite at the Ahwanee hotel for libations, 
then it was back on the road to return to our motel 
in Sonora.  I discovered that I no longer see as 
well at night as I used to (or that I’d like to).  

The next day was Thursday, we again had 
breakfast then headed for South Lake Tahoe.  Our 
friends opted for another pass, but Vicki and I 
wanted to ride up Hwys 49 and 50, as they are 
roads we had travelled during our previous long 
trip, in 1978(!).

The Author & Friends on Hwy 1

North to Lake Tahoe – Ralph Lombardo
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We got to Lake Tahoe in mid afternoon after an 
interminable delay on Hwy 50 while everybody in 
both directions waited for the striping paint to 
harden.  The same thing occurred on the 
Kingsbury Grade leading up to our condo.  Yes, 
we were literally watching paint dry.

We stayed three nights in Tahoe, doing laundry 
and un-kinking the muscles unused to long days in 
the saddle.  Our first day in the condo we had a 
visitor on our patio who was much interested in 
what was cooking. 

Sunday morning found us on the road opting for 
Hwys 88 and 89 over the Sierras.  We were going 
along fine until I missed the turn for Hwy 89 and 
we wound up in Gardnerville, very close to where 
we had started.  We turned south on Hwy 395 and 
made a brief side trip up Hwy 120 for a photo op 
on the lower stretches of Tioga Pass (better 
lighting than the previous run).  Continuing south 
to our destination, we ended our day in Mammoth 
Lakes.  We were able to walk from our motel to 
Angel’s restaurant across the street (don’t miss the 
complimentary scones) for dinner.

Monday dawned on the chilly side and we waited 
until the temperature was a little more amenable 
to riding.  We headed out around 9:30 for our last 
overnight in Ridgecrest.  We indulged in one more 

picture stop at the visitor center just outside Lone 
Pine.  On Tuesday, we loaded up for the last time 
and headed home, lunching at In-'N’-Out 
alongside the Riverside Freeway.

It was a great trip with some spectacular roads and 
scenery.  We avoided any really ugly weather and 
amassed somewhere between 1900 and 2000 
miles in eleven days (two non-riding).  We saw a 
lot of spectacular scenery and blazing Aspens.  
Oregon will be there next year, we’ll have to go 
earlier to avoid the rain.

Vicki in Tiogo Pass

Ralph on Hwy 395

North to Lake Tahoe (con'd)
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CITY LIDS for R1200R-RT K/12/13 GT

PBMC
15216 Hartsook St.

Sherman Oaks, CA. 91403
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– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com -
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December 13, 2014 – Annual Holiday 
Party:  Larry and Trish Troffer have 
graciously offered their home for this year's 
festivities.  This is always a highlight.

January 10, 2015 – General Meeting:  
Tom White will be posting details.

February 13-16, 2015 – Death Valley 
Weekend:  Tom Nowak says this year 
there will be options for both camping and 
motel stay.  Details to come.

April 17-19, 2015 – El Capitan State 
Beach Weekend:  Rick Catarineau has 
the reins this year.  Stay in touch.

June 25-28, 2015 - Sequoia, Yosemite 
and 3 Sierra Passes Ride:  Another sure 
winner brought to you by Bob & Lisa 
Henninger.  Check the website and make 
your reservations early!

July 23-25, 2015 – BMW MOA National 
Rally:  Billings, MT

August, 2014

September, 2014

October, 2014

November, 2014

December, 2014

January, 2015

February, 2015

March, 2015

April, 2015

June, 2015

May, 2015

July, 2015

http://www.SCBMWRC.com/
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The South Coaster – December, 2014


