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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken by Karl Wagner on the way to the MOA Billings MT Rally, Beartooth 

Hwy.  

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

 Hello South Coasters, 

 

It is my privilege to serve at an executive level for this club.  The club has always been very dynamic, 

maintained by some of the talented individuals in the past, and I duly appreciate them for their efforts.  This 

is my first message to you all.  We are going to bring some pizazz to it.  We are at an early stage of the frame 

work, so please be patient. 

 

The year started with an amazing picnic organized by committed and stellar members.  Picnic is really 

a great place to meet people, some of them will bring their wives whom you normally won't meet otherwise.  

This is good place for building bonds. 

 

We had our first jump start board of directors meeting at the picnic to put some dates on the calendar 

for the remaining year.  Soon we will clear the cloud of dates and locations so that members can plan accord-

ingly. Nevertheless, if you have ideas please bring them to me.  Every main idea has many sub ideas that are 

very helpful. So don't shy away.  We want to make 2015-2016 year an exciting year. 

 

I would like to thank our new board: 

(a)  Tom White, Vice President.  He is also the Mileage Contest gate keeper and does not accept bribes. 

(b) Denny Wassenaar, Treasurer.  A pleasant person and with a knack for numbers. 

(c) John Crittenden, Secretary. Our seasoned past secretary whom you all know.  Welcome back John. 

(d) Ralf Tuchmann, our past President for two years with a wealth of knowledge.  He knows every inch 

of California roads. Don't take my word, take him for a test ride! 

(e) Erasmo Brenes, well you know him, 'cause you've read the fabulous newsletter that he has been put-

ting together on time.  He is a board member as well as the Newsletter Editor. 

(f) Karl Wagner, your membership person. An energetic person and always have ideas, generally good.  

He has a lot of positive energy. 

(g) Ted Taylor, a long time South Coaster. Another good addition. 

(h) Dale Sprosty, brings lots of energy to the table.  A positive thinker. Our next video master.  He re-

cently bought a cool helmet accessory that allows him to converse via Bluetooth and take ride videos. 

(i) Rick Catarineau, our new web master.  A very talented guy with upbeat attitude.  He is ready to try 

new things. 

 

 

Bikram S. Mann 

President 

 



 

 

 
  

Letter from the Editor 

This past month we had the Club Picnic, on July 12th in Dana Point. As in years past, it was well 
attended and all who came had a great time. Special Thanks to Paul and Gale Nelson, Bob and Diane 
Wetzel and  Tom Hooper for making sure that we had a great location and well stocked 
food/refreshments. 

We have in this issue a few reports from the Irv Seaver CHP presentation on 7/11, the Willy Nilly ride on 
7/7, to the big ride to MOA Ralley in Billings Mo by Karl Wagner, and Picnic report by Bikram M. 

Finally, there is a nice review by Dale Sprosty and a Howto by Paul Nelson.  

Enjoy, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2015 Mileage contest - 

 

 

Reitz, Bill 

Brenes, Erasmo 

Wagner, Karl 

 

 

Reitz, Karen 

Wetzel, Diane 

Wagner, Sharon 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Willy-Nilly Ride July 10
th 

By Bill Reitz 

 

 
 Four bikes gathered at the Mission Starbucks on Friday morning. The thought of a 

Ralf led willy-nilly ride could not be passed up. Paul N, Tom W, Karen & Bill R, & Ralf 

took off at 0945, headed for Ortega Hwy.  

 

Once over the hill, we headed for the avocado groves and De Luz Road, always a 

treat. Quickly thru Fallbrook it was on to Lilac Road and The Yellow Deli. I have passed 

this place in the country many times but never stopped.  

Thanks Ralf for showing me another place to rest and have a quiet meal with friends. 

 

 Once we solved all of the world's problems we headed for Couser Canyon, Rice 

Canyon, Sandia Creek, and Carrancho Roads. Back over Tanaja to Grand, which has been 

repaved most of the way, and then Ortega Hwy. 

 

 Karen & I pulled into the garage at 5pm have ridden 210 miles. It was a good day 

for a ride. Thanks Ralf. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRAIGHT TALK WITH THE CHP 

 

7/11/15, Irv Seavers 

 

 

I always like to hear CHP officers talk and I had been looking forward to this event at Irv Seaver’s 

for several weeks.    I was not disappointed.   

 

Preceded by a very tasty taco lunch, the two officers, Vinnie Alvarez and Paul Fox, started right on 

time, with the appropriate CHiPs music, in front of  a nice crowd.    The talk was moderated by Jim 

Forman of  Irv Seavers, which was smart, rather than have questions thrown out. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The officers went over several areas (yes, including lane sharing), what they are looking for on the 

freeways, and also gave some personal stories and situations.   Here are the main points I walked 

away with: 

 

 Regarding speed, up to about 75 or 80 shouldn’t be a problem, unless you are standing out 

by doing, say 80, when traffic is at 55 or 60.  Obviously, if you are doing 85 or 90, that will 

garner a more serious speeding violation. 

 



 

 

   When stopped by an officer, be honest and respectful.  This works both ways.   Fibbing is a 

no-no.   

 Be familiar with your motorcycle, and keep the maintenance up. 

 If confronted with “road rage” drivers or tailgaters or knuckleheads, stay away.  You know 

who will lose. 

 As we all know, lane splitting/sharing has to be safely executed.  

 

 

 
  

 

Afterwards, the CHP officers were available for one-on-one questions, and this was taken 

advantage of.   And, a raffle with some nice prizes (Erasmo and I both won an Irv Seavers T-shirt)-

---Go South Coasters!) 

 

 

Thanks to the officers, Jim, and Irv Seavers for a fun afternoon!   

 

 

 

John Crittenden 

 



 

 

Club Picnic 

South Coaster’s annual club picnic took place on Sunday, July 12th at Dana Point Harbor.  Thanks to Bob 

Wetzel for getting at the grounds around 4 AM to reserve couple of spots and setting up the shade tent.  

In my books that’s a true dedication and a huge responsibility to reserve a spot.  

Before people started to arrive The Nelson’s were there to setup the tables with food.  Thanks go to 

Gale for coordinating food and supplies, and Paul for hauling food and utensils, etc. that went along to 

cook hamburgers and hot dogs.  He was also the master cook. 

Dedicated individuals making sure the food is cooked to Paul’s specification.  Hooper puts his seal of approval. 

Needless to say Gale also managed to get volunteers to jump on the occasion and bring along some 

food.  There was abundance of food set on two large tables.  It was really nicely done.  Tom Hooper did 

a lot of work behind the scene as well. 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
There were two 

such spots to 

house and 

display food. 

 
 
Some even 

brought these 

boats for short 

excursion in 

and around 

the lake. 

 
 

  



 

 

 

Like-minded people were mingling and having a whale of a time. 

 
 
 
Cooking till 

everyone was 

full.  There were 

beans and 

chunky chili as 

well. 

  



 

 
This is what happens 

where you are done 

eating, waiting for 

announcements and 

awards.  Relaxing! 

 



 

 
Tom White had his act together with easel, chalk, and well-guarded mileage sheet.  He started to write 

numbers on the screen and curious minds started to guess, because he intentionally left the names out.  

He started to go over the winners starting with the passengers followed by the riders.  Those lucky 

winners were handed with head caps with 3rd, 2nd and 1st standing. 

 

Finally, it was time for some additional recognition.  Our past president, Bob Wetzel, honored those 

individuals that showed heightened support and service to the club. 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

Tom Hooper holding a fancy award for Mike Dever for providing years of dedicated service as a Treasurer. 

Mr. Wetzel announced the new President of the club, Bikram Mann, and presented him with club’s 

traditional hammer.  It’s similar to Stanley Cup Trophy (NHL) that gets passed around with past 

president’s name engraved. 

  



 

 

 

The hat chin string tied was due to wind – an unintentional look of a Nepali Gurkha. 

Bikram thereafter addressed the crowd.  Of course he also inherited other things that he didn’t know 

he’d have to carry home, stuff that belongs to the club. 

As your president and writer of this report, I would like thank all the participants who made this event 

one of the best.  Our membership person, Karl Wagner, tallied it to 35.  It was an amazing event.  I am 

looking forward to next year’s picnic already. 

  



 

 

2015 BMW MOA Rally,  Billings Montana 
July 22-25, 2015 
Karl Wagner 
 
 
So like I am having enough of a challenge describing to 
family and friends how much we enjoy riding our BMW 
R1200RT on day rides, to work and back as well as 
weekend trips.  They give you the RCA dog look when 
you tell them about the feel of riding a bike vs a car.  
For the most part they are glad we enjoy riding and 
after telling us to be "safe", they smile and I am certain 
they think we have gone a bit crazy. 
 
So telling friends, family and co-workers we were go-
ing to spend 10 days on the bike, riding over 2,000 
miles to meet up with some 5,800 people you don't 
know, but happen to ride the same make of bike you 
do.  Sure I told them we would be hearing some great 
seminars, see a broad variety of 3rd party vendor 
products and ride some of the most beautiful areas this country has to offer.  I mean we saw the best parts of Utah, 
Wyoming, and Montana before the rally, and after the rally we saw more Montana, Idaho and Wyoming, and we just 
touched the surface! However the concerned looks just kept coming.... 
  
 What I could not have imagined until we actually attended the 2015 BMW MOA National Rally last week was what a 
kick it was.  First let me say that it was truely made even more fun having fellow South Coasters Rick Catarineau, Da-
vid and Nicole Eastly, and hopefully new member Chris Roady to hang with the three days we spent at the rally.  Sure 
we met allot of new people the three days of the rally, but we all know South Coasters are just the best!  We enjoyed 
drinks and meals together, smoked cigars, spent each other’s money, then paid it back, and spent way to much of our 
own money on great gear and accessories. 
  
  
Backing up a bit, suffice it to say each one of us, Wag-
ner's, Eastly's, Catarineau's, and Roady, all traveled 
separate routes to Billings.   I suppose some of that 
Dale Sprosty's "independent" or "rebellious" biker 
stuff.....for me it was that four letter word "WORK" 
that caused me to go my own way.   
 
Each one of us has a story of our travels to Billings 
worth at least one drink purchase at the next appro-
priate South Coaster event to hear if you like.  I mean, 
Rick lost Lisa in Yellowstone to a higher bidder, Dave 
enjoyed his new bike solo to catch Nicole flying into 
Billings, Chris Roady soloed so hard he burned through 
a tire just after he hit Billings and me, well I had to 
trailer my bike to Jackson WY only to fly home for three days of work before the Rally.  To hear more, see you at the 
bar. 
 
  



 

 
 The rally itself was a success in every sense of the word.  
We enjoyed seminars about individuals and couples who 
took extended tours, product information, GPS use (yes Bill 
R, I am NOW using a gps and loving it!), touring plan-
ning/packing/clothing, working on the bike, and many other 
topics.   
 
The product vendors were the real bomb though, it was a 
the size of the LB Motorcycle show, but it was virtually all 
BMW related or applicable.  Like a candy store.....a VERY 
expensive candy store!   Chris started by plunking down for 
a new set of tires, then David went for the Clearwater lights, 
and Karl seeing the set on David's bike added Clearwater 
lights to Sharon's bike......another story, and so it went, I 
lost track somewhere North of "a lot" of cash!  But was all 
good stuff! 
   

 
 The BMW people were from every part of this country, every 
age and background and everyone we bumped into was a 
pleasure to meet and talk with.   Yeah, the average age was 
let's say "seasoned" but there was more youth than I had antic-
ipated, and MOA celebrated the youth throughout the week-
end.  It was good to see and hear! 
 
Finally, the close had to come on Saturday night and they did 
well. Awards were given, Sponsors had their presentations, 
raffles were held, and thanks to hosts were given by all!  Then 
they closed the night with a country band Mustang Sally and it 
was over until the 2016 BMW MOA National Rally in Hamburg, 
New York.  It was a good time! 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
I really wish I could write more detail, the riding was simply amazing and this country is vast and beautiful.  I know 
more people had planned on going to this event.  Perhaps we can plan to attend rallies in our region and consider 
next year’s event in New York!  If not 2016 in New York, rumor had it that the 2017 rally will be on the West 
coast....... 

  
Karl Wagner  



 

 
        

  
 

ABS module replacement, 2008 K1200GT 

 

By Paul Nelson 

 
My brake failure light came on after a two months of non riding. Hmmm. After some 

diagnostic efforts we determined the ABS module wasn't communicating. We read the GT 

forums and found this isn't uncommon. It seems there is an electric motor powering the 

unit and sometimes the brushes fail.  

 

As karma would dictate there is a company in Moscow, Idaho that can rebuild that. So 

after some thought I decided to give them a try. I removed the unit and shipped it to them. 

 

About 10 days later it returned all spiffy. The r and r is a straight forward wrenching 

process. After reinstall,  a brake fluid bleed is in order. I pumped a full container through 

my system and am back to riding. 

 

 

          
 

 

     
 



 

 

 

   

 

        
 

 

         
 
 

I am pleased with the 10 day turn around. Cost is $250 plus shipping, with a 5 year 

warranty. They "refurbish" your unit, so the computer recognizes it. Pretty simple 

install.  

My thanks to Larry Troffer for the diagnostic help and support.  

 

Keep the shiny side up,  

 

Paul 
 



 

 
Product Test/Feedback 

Dale Sprosty 

 

 

 

 

I recently purchased the new Sena 10C integrated Bluetooth helmet communication system and HD 

camera rolled into one powerful device. After working with it this past weekend I can honestly say that it 

does everything and more that it is advertised to do. 

 

Special features: 

It’s capable of full HD video (1080p:30fps and 720p:30/60fps) with 3.5 MP still shot image capture and 

shot, burst and time-lapse photo modes. Built to handle with ease the demands of outdoor sports, 

motorsports, and first responders, it is the complete solution for in-helmet communication and action 

videography.  

 BLUETOOTH® 4.1 

 UNIBODY DESIGN 

 FULL HD VIDEO 1080P                                              

 LENS ROTATION 30 DEGREES 

 
 

 



 

 
 SMART AUDIO MIX 

 MUSIC SHARING 

 ADVANCED NOISE CONTROLTM 

 

The unit cost is approximately $350.  This does not include the SM data card that is necessary so plan on spending 

an additional $60 for a 32 GB microchip.  The communication device functions well without the card but the card 

is necessary to download recent software upgrades and to record video.  There is a less expensive option with a 

16 GB card at approx. $30. The card can be erased once you have uploaded your videos. 

The unit is extremely user friendly with one touch video record.  The user has the ability to lay down music track 

and voice over during the video recording eliminating the need for additional video editing. The only negative I 

encountered (besides not having the data card included) was uploading the videos to my computer.  After 

struggling for a half hour or so I found a blog that informed me that to access the drive I needed to disconnect my 

anti-virus software.  Once I did that it was a very simple process. 

There are 10 FM station pre sets that are easily managed from the Smartphone app that is free to download from 

the Sena website.  The app also allows you to change settings on the fly without having to access a laptop or home 

computer unlike some other brands. 

Another nice feature of this unit is its ability to connect with communication devices from other manufacturers.  

While connected to other riders you can also record over the video any/all conversations that occur between 

riders during the video recording. 

The helmet mount allows for 360 degree recording for those instances where you want to record action behind 

you. 

The video is crisp and detailed.  The sound system equal to or better than my Cardo G9 system and size and 

weight of the unit similar to that of the Cardo as well. 

 



 

 
If you are in the market for an in helmet communication and video system you can’t go wrong with the 

Sena 10c.   

 
Dale S. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 

 

 

 

 

August 8th, 2015 – General Meeting and Ride:  For Details check out our website.. 

 

September 5th, 2015 – General Meeting. 

 

September 25th, 2015 – MOA Getaway, Cedar City, UT. 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/


 

 

 

 

The South Coaster – August, 2015 


