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Eric W.

                       i South Coasters, 

Well, Fall is finally here which means it’s time to 
switch from my mesh jacket to full fabric and add 
the warming layer.  I’m not a heated, plug-in gear 
guy.  Too many years of backpack layering, I guess.  
In any case, I’m looking forward to trying out my fall 
set up on Saturday, November 5th when we travel 
to Farmhouse 78 for our monthly General Meeting.  
Sergio C. has planned a super fun event, complete 
with a crossword puzzle for the highly motivated!  
Come Ride With Us and sign up on the website so 
that Sergio can get a good headcount.

Also, next month is our four-day weekend ride to 
Sedona, AZ.  Gilbert has put together a great schedule 
with day rides to the Grand Canyon and Winslow, 
AZ.  You can camp or hotel.  Last I checked we 
already have 20 signups but there is still plenty of 
room.  Way to go Gilbert! 

The always joyful annual Christmas Party is coming 
up in December.  Check the website for side dish and 
dessert sign ups.  In January, we are camping and 
hoteling in the Anza Borrego area.

Lots on the calendar ahead but in the meantime, 
enjoy reliving our Baja ride.  Read Pete’s story of the 
Santa Maria Airshow ride; a first for our club to plan 
a ride around this sort of destination. We have two 
new members to meet.  And, what??!!  Willis H. rode 
48 states and how many miles?! 

All in this edition of the South Coast’R!

Blessings,
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By Pete R.
October 14-16, 2022

                        n Friday morning I met up with 
Ric Magrath in Coast Mesa and we headed up 
I-405 at around 6:30 am. Our route took us up the 
405 to the 118 and then up to CA-33 via Moorpark, 
Fillmore, Santa Paula (where we stopped for a photo 
opportunity at the motorcycle cops sculptures), and 
Ojai (where we stopped for gas and to stretch our 
legs). 

From there it was up CA-33  to CA-166 to US-101 
and into Santa Maria where we had lunch at the 
Olive Garden and did a recon run to the Santa Paula 
Airport. From there we rode up US-101 to Arroyo 
Grande and east on Lopez Drive to the Lopez Lake 
Recreation Area where we checked in and set up 
camp. We were soon joined by John Crittenden 
who had ridden up with Ron Parsons and had been 
visiting with a friend in Arroyo Grande. Ric opted to 
stay in an Airbnb in Santa Maria rather than camp. 

Saturday morning was foggy and damp. It wasn’t 
really raining, but there was a heavy mist in the air. 
The three of us ate breakfast in camp and headed 
for the Santa Paula Airport via Pacific Coast Hwy 
through Guadalupe and then east on CA-166 into 
Santa Maria where we met up with Ron at the airport. 

It was mostly cloudy there, but the cloud level 
remained high enough for the planes to fly. We were 
treated to a day of aerobatic pilots flying everything 
from modern aerobatic aircraft to a Waco biplane 
powered by the original radial engine and a jet engine 
mounted between the front landing gear. There were 
also performances by a C-17 Globemaster and a 
C-130 air tanker which performed a water drop 
and the Planes of Fame was there in force with a 
squadron of WWII and Korean War era warbirds. 
The highlight of the show was performances by an 
FA-18 Super Hornet and an F-35A Lightning II. 
Atmospheric conditions provided us with lots of 
awesome vapor shock cones during their high-speed 
passes. After the airshow we all split up to do our 
own things during what was left of the day.
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Thankfully. Everything was dry Sunday morning. 
John Ric and I broke camp, met up with Ron in 
Santa Maria, and headed down US-101 to Buelton 
where we had a delicious Breakfast at Ellen’s Danish 
Pancake House. The original plan was to ride there 
via Foxen Canyon Road, but my RT started misfiring 
occasionally and a warning icon popped up on the 
instrument cluster, so we decided the safe plan was 
to stay on 101 where there was a reliable cell signal. 
Thankfully, the miss remained occasional and we 
made it to Buelton without further drama.

After breakfast, John and Ron opted to head straight 
down US-101 and Ric and I headed east on CA-
246 to Solvang where we spent about an hour in the 
Vintage Motorcycle Museum. On a hunch, I popped 
the spark coil covers off in the parking lot and found 
a loose primary wire connection on the left side 
spark coil. After firmly connecting that wire my bike 
never missed another beat for the rest of the route 
home. That route was CA-246 to CA-154 to US-101 
to Woodland Hills where we stopped for gas and to 
stretch our legs. From there it was down Topanga 
Canyon Road to PCH to I-10 and finally south on 
I-405 back to Costa Mesa. I had 595 miles on my 
trip odometer when I got home.

Pete R.
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By Harry H. & Henry S.
October 14-16, 2022

                         onths Months before the South 
Coaster’s Board made a decision to lead a club ride 
to Baja, several elements came into play.

It was early 2022 and from what I learned, Howard 
B. planned a Baja trip to Loreto and back. 1460 
miles of Baja highways!  Henry S. was asked to pick 
the routes and lead parts of this six day ride.  It was 
extremely successful and memorable!  Many stories 
were told afterwards and we all looked forward to 
returning again.

A week later, I had the opportunity to ride again to 
Baja.  This time the itinerary took us to the tip of 
Baja Sur, Cabo San Lucas!  A total of twelve days, 
this trip was divided into ten days of riding and 
two days of leisure: whale watching and a La Paz 
relaxation day.  

In mid March, Henry S. led a group of us to the 
Ensenada Beer Fest.  Again, spending time crossing 
the boarder, tasting the flavors and libations of Baja, 
Mexico, added to our ever-growing experiences.  
Since then, it has been in the conversations and story 
telling during the South Coaster’s gatherings.  What 
to do next?  You guessed it — bring more friends!

So in July, the new board of directors took office 
and we collectively decided to make Baja part 
of our rides for this year.  To my surprise with so 
much talk and excitement, the Board confirmed two 
Baja rides!  The first one in October, and the next 
to be in Spring 2023.  As many of you are aware, 
Henry has numerous Baja travels and experiences 
under his belt, and a club ride of 20 members 
would take a lot of planning and coordination.  
Since this ride had a lot of enthusiasm behind it, 
we combined our efforts to make A Taste of Baja 
a one-of-a-kind South Coaster weekend getaway!
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KSU
Friday morning, we barely missed the rain when 
leaving Irv Seaver BMW.  Adam, from parts and 
apparel, saw us off with a big wave and a cool video 
that he took of us.  Thanks Adam!  San Ysidro, here 
we come to meet up with a few other members 
and get some pesos!  You can see the send-off and 
the entire Taste of Baja weekend in the following 
YouTube link.  Thanks Henry for creating this 
lasting memory!

Boarder Crossing

As the beginning of the weekend ride unfolded, I 
think one of the funniest beginning comments was 
from Cruz.  It went something like this…
 
As ride leaders, Henry and I wanted to be sure 
everyone had their U.S. Passport, driver’s license/
ID, motorcycle insurance, and FMM.  The first stop 
for the group would be at the Tijuana entrance to 
Baja, known as El Chaparral Gate.   Presenting your 
FMM documents to the Boarder Patrol, and getting 
them stamped, was a fairly new requirement enacted 
a few years ago by Baja, Mexico, authorities.  But, 
no one really does take the time to get it stamped.  

Well, all of us had our FMM filled out, except Cruz.  
He exclaimed, “No one checks for the FMM at the 
boarder!  I have been crossing back and forth for 40 
years and I have never been asked for the papers.  
I’m telling you guys, we don’t need them!”  

Well, maybe it was a little peer pressure; maybe a 
little gut feeling of not wanting to hold up the group 
— just in case.  But, we personally saw Cruz fill out 
his very first FMM at the boarder office!  

The funniest moment was watching the Mexican 
Boarder Authority stamp Cruz’s  papers and saying, 
“Welcome to Baja!”  If he only knew.  Ha ha ha!

Tollbooths
Apparently, toll booths aren’t designed for 
motorcycles.  We found out the hard way that if you 
don’t cross over the “magical magnetic strip”, just 
the right way, then the system at that toll gate shuts 
down!  Someone call tech support!  
This incident didn’t happen just once — it happened 
three times!  At one toll booth, we even had to turn 
our bikes around and try the adjacent gate.   And the 
saying continues — Baja is full of surprises.

https://youtu.be/6qCvP9w2Zn4
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Welcome to Baja
As you will see in the video, the 
vista point at Mirador Salsipuedes 
is like the gate to Baja.  
The overlook is a key stopping 
point to unwind, take in the beauty 
of the coastline, and celebrate the 
beginning of our Baja weekend.

Lunch was a big surprise, as 
we pulled into Cerveceria 
Transpeninsular Brewery!  What?  
A gastropub in Baja?  Yes!  This 
working brewery with about 10 
brew-master kettles had a great 
view facing the ocean and tasty 
food choices.  Thank you for 
lunch, Henry!  5 star review from 
everyone!

This was our first time staying 
at Posada El Rey Sol Hotel in 
Ensenada.   One could tell this 
hotel had been here for years 
and served many travelers in 
Ensenada.   I believe I speak for 
everyone, as we were pleasantly 
surprised to see that the hotel 
was completely remodeled, yet 
is still held the historic charm of 
Spanish accents in the Mexican 
tiles and architecture.  Also, It was 
conveniently located just half a 
block from the main street tourist 
market on Calle Primera.  Posada 
El Rey Sol was a comfortable and 
quiet retreat.

Mr. Papas 
A night of festivities and carnivorous gorging for kings and queens!  
Nonstop pitchers of margaritas!  Shots of the finest sipping tequila ever 
made!  And repeated phrases echoing, “Uno mas mojito, por favor.”  
Yup, that about sums it up — South Coaster’s at Mr. Papas!
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Riding MX3 East
Cool ride out of Ensenada heading 
easterly to San Filipe.  I believe 
we had about 25-30 “ALTO” signs 
riding out of Ensenada.  Some of 
the signs were visible — many 
were not.  With full respect of 
visiting another country, everyone 
stayed vigilant of pedestrian and 
bicycle cross-traffic and vehicle 
intersections.  Always good 
practice to stay alert - as we will 
all find out later.

The ride on MX3 was nice as 
we rode up to higher elevations 
and through the mountains in the 
middle of Baja.  The temperatures 
dropped quickly, but we were 
rewarded with a few twisties 
and sweepers before we dropped 
down to sea level, then made a 
hard right South on MX5.

San Felipe
A quick lunch at Rosita’s on 
the beach, and a hand wash by 
the local parking lot security. 
Ha!    Wasn’t that nice to find our 
windshields had been cleaned?!  
Highlights:  Super-tasty fresh 
horchata, fish tacos, squid tacos, 
shrimp tacos, street tacos.  …You 
get the idea. Yum!

Tecate after dark
Too many miles to cover, not 
enough daylight called for a 
sprint up the Baja #2D toll road 
from Mexicali to Tecate.  What 
a thrill-of-a-ride!  We all felt like 
kids after riding a roller coaster!  
“Let’s do that section again” was 
all I heard from all the riders!  
After a long day in the saddle, it 
was time get to the stables.  For 
us, it was Hacienda Santiago.   A 
quiet hotel, with fine Hispanic 
architecture, artistically decorated 
in Dia de Muertos.  Wow!  How 
were we transported to this 
amazing hotel on the outskirts of 
Tecate?

After room assignments were 
made, it was time to relax.  The 
hotel bar, just underground from 
our bikes, was a surprise to us all.  
It was enchanting and provided 
the perfect elements of earth and 
water (spirits). 
Afterwards, we filled our bellies 
across the street at Taqueria Los 
Panchos.  Street tacos, classic 
Coca Cola, and flan were served 
up Tecate style.
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A Quiet Ride to Breakfast
Our last ride was to head south on MX3 and enjoy a 
breakfast at Restaurant Mustafa.  The roads presented 
some nice sweepers as we headed up a few mountain 
passes and down to the wine valley of Rancho Loza 
- La Casa Del Lupulo and Cieli Winery, amongst 
others.  

But then, as we were riding quietly down a decent 
downward grade, I heard Eric and Jake shout out in 
my Sena, “Truck, truck, truck!  Get over!!”  I was 
the ride leader; I had vehicles approaching me in the 
the other lane, and I am franticly looking for a truck.  
When all-of-a-sudden in my mirror, I see a double-rig 
dump truck heading straight down the center of the 
highway with our club riders on his right side, and 
approaching cars on his left!  Thankfully, everyone 
was watching and we successfully waved all riders 
to the shoulder to let him pass.  Wow, good job to 
Eric and Jake for keeping alert and sending out the 
warning!

Oh and by the way, the breakfast was incredible!  I 
try not to use that term lightly, and attempt to only 
use it to describe very memorable experiences.  I’ll 
say it again as I heard it from our group, “that was 
an incredible breakfast!”  Thank you Henry for 
including this in the itinerary.

Welcome back to the USA
As we approached the boarder crossing at Tecate, I 
took lead in the first half of the vehicle line, then Jake 
jumped ahead and made a clear shot to the front of 
the line.  (Very nice!)  Followed by being waved into 
the boarder lines by the patrol officers.  The line was 
moving nicely, and I had my US Passport ready in 
my tank bag.  

This would be my fourth time crossing back to the US 
this year, but this time was different than  any other 
boarder check. As before, I approached and stopped 
in front of the Boarder Officer Booth and lifted my 
modular helmet. I reached for my Passport, when all-
of-a sudden the officer shouted, “Are you Harry?”  
I answered but a little bewildered, “Yes. I’m Harry.”
He smiled and nodded to proceed, “Welcome back.”  

I just laughed, and thought, “I guess the US Boarder 
Patrol is starting to recognize my motorcycle this 
year.”  LOL!

Thanks for a great club trip ladies and gentlemen.  
See you again for our Spring Baja Tour!

Harry H.
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              hat is that old saying....somethig 
about.....“Preach what you practice”?

Yes...You should definitely consider doing 
that so you don’t look like a collossal D-bag 
in front of the entire group. 

You should especially practice what you 
preach when your confident and very 
self-rightous sounding preparation email 
hammers that point home in the dedicated 
“Pre-Ride Inspection” section: 
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And all of a sudden, you find yourself in 
a pickle on Sunday morning, right before 
leading the group to a highly anticipated 
breakfast that is followed by wine tasting in 
the Valle de Guadalupe, the Wine Country 
of Ensenada. This meant riding 60-70 miles 
away from the border as opposed to towards 
the border. 

It was at this moment that
he knew, he F’ed up! 

(Read that line in Morgan Freeman’s voice 
while looking at the photo with belly out)

All that meat on the sidewalls that made 
you think “Meh..I’ll be fine” came back to 
bite you in your butt. Also, kind of scary 
knowing I was riding on steel all Saturday. 
No wonder the bike was slipping and sliding 
all over the place, when Tom W. and I started 
chasing each other in  the Rumorosa twisties 
on highway MX2. Tsk...Tsk...Tsk...

Luckily, we have such a wonderful and 
caring group of members that depite my 
repeated requests and insisting on everyone 
to continue towards breakfast as opposed to 
worrying about me, Julito A. decided to skip 
sharing an incredible Sunday breakfast with 
the group and instead followed me to the 
border and rode behind me while I limped 
home with my steel-belt exposed rear tire. 

What a supportive and loving friend. Thank 
you Julito. 

Moral of the story: take pre-ride inspections 
seriously and make sure your bike is in top 
shape before embarcing on a 1000-mile ride, 
so you don’t ruin your trip  and become a 
burdon on the rest of the group.  

Henry S.
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Ride The 48 States   And Beyond 
By Willis H.
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Willis H.
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December 3rd, 2022
Annual South Coasters 

Christmas Party
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