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Eric W.

                       i South Coasters, 

Wow, what a year it has been for the South Coast 
BMW Riders Club!  We have logged tens of 
thousands of safe motorcycling miles, with our 
members visiting all parts of California and every 
neighboring state.  From the Chief Joseph Rally in 
Oregon to Cedar City, UT, to the low mountains of 
Arizona.  We’ve enjoyed campfire comradery and 
day ride dining and it has been super exciting to see 
the growth of the club and the friendships formed.  
Our website and ride sign up have been completely 
redesigned and we’ve improved communication.  
Members are meeting up for rides on their own.  All 
of this is positive momentum and you all have been 
an indispensable part of making South Coast a place 
to belong.  We are meritedly a proud and vibrant 
motorcycling club!  Thank you.

As we look forward to next year, things will only 
get better.  We start off with a hotel/camp trip to the 
Anaz Borrego desert.  If you’ve never been out to 
see the giant sculptures in the sand, you won’t want 
to miss this trip.  We’re back to Baja in February for 
a long 8-day trip taking us almost all the way down 
the peninsula for a day of migratory whale watching.  
In March, we’ll join the Airhead club for a weekend 
in Death Valley and then head to southern UT in 
April.  Too many NPs and epic roads to choose from, 
including the North Rim of the Grand Canyon.  Of 
course, there are the 49er in May and MOA or Chief 
Joseph in June.

Make your plans now to join one of these rides but 
more immediately, join us for our annual Christmas 
Party on December 3rd.  Sign up on the website so 
that we have a good headcount.  Enjoy this edition of 
the South Coast’R!

Come Ride With Us,

Blessings,
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edona ride is in the books! What a 
great experience! Camping in a tent, in 
the middle of November in Sedona is 
certainly something to remember. 

Our first day on the road, we met up early and headed 
out to our first stop. We rode a few hours to get to 
our lunch stop called Black Rock Café. Shortly after 
this stop, we headed back on the road towards our 
destination. The weather was great and it seemed to be 
the best time to ride because it was not too cold and 
surprisingly, not a lot of traffic. By the time we got to 
the campsite, we just had enough daylight to pitch our 
tents and                   unpack our gear. 

After we settled down, we started our campfire and 
had our dinner. It was nice to be around the campfire 
with a bunch of people who have the same passion 
in riding and sharing their experiences. We were 
also expecting a cold night! We could feel the cold 
air and it started to get chilly. I thought I was well 
prepared for it. Well, I was wrong. 

The temperature fell into the low 30’s in the middle 
of the night and whatever I touched inside my tent 
felt like I was touching ice. It was very hard to sleep 

in such conditions. Come morning, the cup of 
water Carl T. left outside his 

tent turned into ice. 
It was that cold!!
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                         he second day was our ride to the Grand  
             Canyon. Such a lovely view seeing  snow  
             at the side of the road. 

Who would thought you would be riding a motorcycle 
to the Grand Canyon at this time of the year? With the 
people you ride with, having so much energy and great 
camaraderie, the distance you travel and type of weather 
doesn’t seem so bad. It just keeps you going! After we 
got back from the Grand Canyon, Steve L. had made a 

reservation for a group dinner 
at a restaurant in Sedona. 

The food and drinks 
were really delicious 
there.  
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Our third day was a ride going to Jerome. The road 
was really nice. If you’d like to ride on a twisty road, 
this would be a great route for you! When we got to 
Jerome, we had lunch in a restaurant called the Haunted 
Hamburger. They served really good food and had a 
fantastic view. From the restaurant, we proceeded to 
Ghost Town which was just a few minutes ride from the 
restaurant. We were able to get back early enough to the 
campsite and were able to relax for the night. Henry & 
Harry opted to go to a local sauna/spa and take a much 
needed shower and swim in the heated pool.
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On the morning of our last day, we woke up before 
sunrise to start packing up our things. We left the 
campsite at about 8:00 and had our stop for lunch in 
Blythe at Garcia’s Restaurant. Shortly after lunch, we 
continued on the road to make our way to our final 

destination: HOME! This trip was a blast 
and I’m sure we’re all looking forward to 
the next one!

Gilbert G.
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              o be honest, I was never a big fan of this “bulky blankets” you 
see on motorcycles, mostly because of their odd look. I was 
raised in cold climates so I am used to being uncomfortable  
while riding in cold until I rode to Yellowstone one year and 

rain and cold wind made riding absolutely miserable. I guess I’m getting old. 

A short while after that trip, while on a South Coasters’ group ride, I noticed 
one of the club members (Julito A.) having these mits on his bike and that 
he was riding with summer gloves on a relatively cold riding day, so upon 
returning home, I fired up the ol’ interwebs and placed an order for a pair.

Full disclaimer: I am not sponsored by Hippo Hands or was 
paid to say anything in specific about this product. These are 
my independent and unbiased opinions. 

I own the Alcan model, which is suitable for big adventure touring bikes. Installation is pretty straight forward. The supplied velcro 
tape goes on your handguards and the mits slip over the 
bars and controls. There’s also a sleeve that wraps around 
all the cabling and your handlebar tube that prevents cold 
wind from entering the mits from that end. Simple but 
ingenious design. They also pack super small and flat.

Before the Sedona ride, I used my Hippo Hands on a 
camping trip on my birthday last year. I took off on 
Christmas day from my house and headed to Anza Borrego 
for a quick weekend getaway and camping at Borrego 
Palms Canyon Campground, which is coincidentally 
where we will be camping this coming January with the 
club. Low and behold, it rained cats and dogs from my 
driveway all the way to the Montezuma Valley Road 
lookout spot (photo left) on highway 22, about 5 miles 
before camp. The Klim GORE-TEX material kept my body 
dry while my hands were nice and toasty, wearing summer 
gloves, all credit to the trusty Hippo Hands. I became a full 
believer after that trip and they go on my bike as soon as 

temps drop below 60 degrees. I definitely didn’t miss the chance to use my mits on the last Sedona camping trip, because we all know 
it’s a brilliant idea to go camping in 7000 feet elevation in November. I got mocked a few times and the term B**ch Mits was thrown 
around constantly...Laugh all you want...My paws were toasty warm while you were fiddling with your heated grips and recharging your 
heated gloves battery packs. 

All jokes aside, this last trip was the first time I used a heated jacket and the difference was like day and night and the combination of 
heated gear and these manly mits makes for a much more comfortable ride in sub 30’s weather and I highly recommend having a pair 
in your cold weather gear container.

La Jolla Trading Post gas station to top off

541-854-5068
customerservice@hippohands.com

hippohands.com

Henry S.
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Greetings South Coasters,


I just modiÞed the seat on my 1973 R75/5. It occurred to me that it was a fun and easy process 
that other club members might be interested in attempting. So hopefully this is a little 
motivation to give it a try if any of you are so inclined. 


I started with a solo police seat I purchased from S. Meyer in Germany several years ago. It is a 
relatively cheap aftermarket seat that was only a couple hundred bucks if I remember correctly. 
While it was certainly an improvement over the worn out original seat I had, it was a bit 
overstuffed for my preference and always pushed me forward into the tank. Certainly not the 
comfort of the RDL on my RT, which got me thinking. My RDL has a nice pocket I sit into, just 
like the Bill Mayer saddle did on my previous RT. Why not reshape this seat .. I mean, what do I 
have to lose. If IÕm not successful, I can send the pan into one of the pros for a quality saddle. 
One way or another, IÕll end up with a better seat on my /5. 


So I googled a few different videos, combined information from several and proceeded as 
follows: 


This seat has a metal pan with the cover held on the sides with a couple of trim pieces, but 
primarily the cover is simply glued to the pan. It was an easy removal.  I then used my Airhawk 
seat cushion as a template for the pocket I wanted to mold into the seat.


I borrowed the better halfÕs electric knife and trimmed the foam into the rough shape I wanted. 
Then I used this $10 tool I picked up at Home Depot to contour and smooth out the seat foam.


After Þtting the seat to the bike and determining I was satisÞed with the shape, I raided JulieÕs 
sewing room and found this stuff called Soft and Stable .. it worked great (I did replace it thru 
Amazon.) It easily molded to the shape I needed without any wrinkles or bunching up. I glued it 
to the foam with 3M 77 spray on glue, and ended up with a nice, wrinkle free surface to 
reinstall the cover over.


By Chris Roady
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The seat cover was patterned for a fairly ßat surface. It was going to need some persuasion to 
follow the new shape (before and after pictured below.) I Þt the cover over the seat and 
attached it to the back of the pan with screws. I then glued most of the top of the cover to the 
Soft and Stable, that was previously glued to the foam. I clamped the freshly glued seat cover 
down into the contours of the new foam shape and let it dry for 24+ hours. The clamps left a 
few creases in the seat cover once removed, but I am fairly conÞdent they will work themselves 
out with time. I then attached the cover to the metal pan by drilling and screwing it (vs using 
glue like the manufacturer did.) I strategically placed a few screws on the sides and the front of 
the seat in roughly the location I wanted. I then worked my way around the cover using a hair 
blow dryer on the sides of the cover to get it pliable. This allowed me to stretch it taught and 
screw down a section at a time. 


I then reattached the side trim pieces and the hinges, hung it on the bike and went for a ride. 
The end product is wrinkle free, as taught as it came from the manufacturer and deÞnitely 
improved the ergonomics and comfort for me. I was pleasantly surprised how straight forward 
the project was, since I had never done one before. I deÞnitely encourage you to dive in if this 
is something you have considered doing.

Chris R.
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December 3rd, 2022
Annual South Coasters 

Christmas Party
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This has been an annual event for the club, having the first General Meeting of the year 
at the historic Rock Inn in Lake Hughes for the last 7 years.  So in keeping with tradition, 
it’s happening again!

We’ll be leaving Panera Bread (990 TownCenter Dr, La Canada Flintridge) at 8am sharp 
to get to the Rock Inn for breakfast by 9:30am.  The route up there will take us on some 
of SoCal’s finest twisty roads - Little Tujunga, Sand Canyon, Vasquez Canyon, Bouquet 
Canyon and Spunky Canyon.  A GPX file will be provided later for the route.

More details to be announced soon.

Jan 7th, 2023
General Meeting
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