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Toll Road Considerations…… 
By Brandon Wilson 
  
 
Over the Kernville weekend, aside from water 
softener discussions, (you had to be there….),  we 
had a great conversation concerning toll roads, if 
motorcycles pay tolls etc. Now that I commute 
from Chino to OC, I thought I would share some of 
my research and by no means is this official. But I 
wanted to share my experiences and some on-line 
links for your consideration.  
 
OC Toll Roads: 241 and 261 
Must pay the same toll as 4 or more wheel cages. Link here: https://thetollroads.com/help/faq/414 
 
FastTrack Lanes: 91, 110, 10 Freeways  
In my experience, I have not been charges for these lanes. My plate is clearly visible and I do not 
travel with a transponder nor is a transponder required but an account is. I do however have an 
account, with all bikes/cars registered and the charge shows up as 0.00 when I use those lanes on 
the afore mentioned freeways (91 EB/WB use 3+ car pool lane bypass).  
 
Check out these resources on-line and hopefully they will be of some help to you!  
 
http://www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-motorcycles-in-carpool-lanes-20140922-story.html 
 
https://www.91expresslanes.com/special-access-account-agreement/ 
 
https://www.metroexpresslanes.net/en/about/howit.shtml 
 

 
  

https://thetollroads.com/help/faq/414
http://www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-motorcycles-in-carpool-lanes-20140922-story.html
https://www.91expresslanes.com/special-access-account-agreement/
https://www.metroexpresslanes.net/en/about/howit.shtml
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Fat Mountains and Surreal 
Gardens – Tour de Mexico 
Story and Photos by Jim Foreman 
 
6 am, the alarm on the phone is going off to 
wake up.  The night before the group spent 
enjoying the sights, sounds, and dining at 
the Plaza de Armas in Querétaro.  It’s 
pronounced "keh-REHT-arro."  Querétaro is 
the second most prosperous city in Mexico 
behind Monterrey.  Think of it like Irvine, 
California with a tremendous 400-year 
history.  There’s the industrial section, along 
with the residential divisions.  Querétaro also 
has a considerable university culture and a 
great park in its center.  
 
After cleaning up, the group consisting of Tom White, Peter Åhrberg, Mark Turner, Curtis Turner, 
Steve Turner, Tadd Wermers, and Jim Foreman all met for a delicious breakfast.  It was clear, 
during the meal, that nobody realized how incredible the day was going to end up. 
 
With the bikes all loaded up, we left the city center to make our way to the highway getting out of 
town.  Quickly, we found ourselves on the way to a strange looking monolith, in the distance.   
 
Like something out of “Close Encounters of the Third Kind,” the Peña de Bernal jutted high above 
the Pueblo Magico town of Bernal.  We all wish we could spend more time in Bernal, but the clock 
was ticking to get to Xilitla 215 km (133 Miles) away.  This may seem like no big deal.  Two hours 
at most, one might say.  Bullocks!  We are now in the “Sierra Gorda” on Hwy 120.  Mex 120, known 
as “Xilitla-Jalpan De Serra” is one of the top five riding roads in North America.   
 
Last year’s story about “El Espinazo del Diablo” is also one of the “Top 5 Motorcycle Roads in 
North America.”  
Imagine for a moment riding through 133 miles of countless perfectly cambered sweepers and 
elevation changes on a very good to excellent road surface with only a few cars and trucks along 
the way.  Now, except for slowing down as you approached a town, you could travel at whatever 
speed you felt comfortable at.  Pretty cool, isn’t it?   
 
Despite all this, the run started with a note of irony.  With Jim Foreman in the lead, we came up to 
a Policía Federal (the equivalent of the Highway Patrol) with two slow trucks in front of them.  We 
endured this for several kilometers when seeing a straightaway, the Policía Federal cruiser 
aggressively passed the trucks.  Naturally, we followed, as safety would permit.   
 
 
With the slow trucks behind us, the patrol cruiser began a spirited run through the remarkable 
roadway.  Naturally, Tom and Jim stayed in close pursuit, matching speed and excitement on the 
corners, with the police cruiser.  After about ten kilometers of sheer fun, the cruiser pulled over to 
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let us pass.  As we were waving our 
appreciation to them, they were sticking their 
thumbs way up high, smiling and cheering us 
on as we passed.   
 
Throughout the run, there are several miradors 
or turnouts with vista points.   As a group, we 
stopped about every hour to make sure 
everyone could get a stretch and water.  The 
roadway is intense, in places and a quick break 
means the difference between safe navigation 
and sharp senses versus fatigued and dull 
responses.   
 
A waterfall here, a multilayered view of the 
valley there, we were surrounded by natural 
beauty at every turn.   
 
As we got close to Xilitla (pronounced he-LEET-la if you’re from the north or she-LEET-la if you’re 
from the south.), the terrain began to change into a more jungle environment with long vines 
hanging from trees and a deeper color green in the flora.  We also started to open the vents in our 
motor jackets as the temperature and humidity increased.   
 
We finally reached Xilitla.  After a short bout of finding the hotel, the group made their way to a 
place called Jardín Escultórico Edward James, Las Pozas (Sculptural Garden of Edward James, 
the pools).  The last kilometer of the roadway is hard-packed gravel, and all of our motorcycles 
made it with little effort.     
 
The first thing we saw as we approached the entrance is a multi-story series of concrete platforms 
with spiral stairs leading up to plateaus high above the ground.   
Most of the riders wisely changed into shorts or swim trunks and sneakers to enjoy walking through 
this artist’s surreal wonderland of concrete.   
 
Before arriving at Las Pozas, little was known by the group about the man, Edward James.  
Walking through his lavish sculptures, a composite of the man began to form.  It was as though his 
soul and happiness were connecting with us through this magical place.   
 
Edward James was born in Scotland in 1907 He lived until 1984.  He was the only son of a 
phenomenally wealthy family.  When they passed, James found the society of England to be too 
shallow and pretentious for his liking.  Always a true visionary and practitioner of the arts, Edward 
James loved all art forms.  He produced several ballets starring his wife of three years, Austrian 
dancer Tilly Losch.  James also served as patron of many notable artists including several other 
surrealists, Salvador Dalí and Pablo Picasso.  James also maintained close relations with fashion 
designers Elsa Schiaparelli, Coco Chanel, and Nikki de Saint Phalle; photographer Man Ray; 
painter Max Ernst; sculptors Isamu Noguchi and Henry Moore and writer Aldus Huxley.   
 
In 1945, James visited a close friend in Cuernavaca only to genuinely connect with the region and 
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people of Mexico.  This was the catalyst that would bring the incredible masterpiece using the 
jungles of the Huasteca region in the Mexican state of San Luis Potosí as his palette.  
 
Edward James would end up being a true noble benefactor to the people in the nearby village of 
Xilitla who either worked directly for him or supported those who did. 
 
Over the next 40 years, Edward James would create his dream.   Nearly 35 years after his death at 
77, people in the village of Xilitla still hold his name in reverence. Walking through the sculpture 
garden, there are natural waterfalls leading to a series of pools at different planes along the jungle 
floor.  Guests are free and encouraged to swim and enjoy them.  Visitors are entirely free to roam, 
reflect, and absorb the environment in a way very few places truly deliver.   
Huge neon blue butterflies are often seen fluttering about adding ambiance to already lush 
surroundings. 
 
Later that night, after we said goodbye to the staff at the garden, we enjoyed an excellent dinner in 
the village.   
 
One note on the village of Xilitla, It’s maddening.  Though small, the roadways are sometimes 
narrow and often very steep.  Worse yet, many are one-way.   
 
The group, led by Jim turned onto a steep incline only to be stopped two-thirds of the way up by 
local Policía Municipal that we were going the wrong way.  Jim begged to let us continue, in 
Spanish, and initially several officers we keen to let us do so.  One, however, on an ego trip and 
probably a supervisor, insisted we turn around this steep street and go the correct way.  No amount 
of pleading would get him to budge, so Jim initiated a reverse 3-Point turn and successfully 
showed us how to do the same.  With a little surprise, we all managed to turn our bikes around and 
satisfy Captain Ego-Pants successfully.   
 
This was just one day of the 20 Day adventure Jim, and Authentic Moto Travels led us on, through 
Mexico.   
 
From the onset, Jim promised that each day would be better and better than the last and he 
certainly delivered on that promise. 
 
Next year, the big adventure will be centered around the northern city of Chihuahua in the state of 
the same name.  The trip will probably be 16 days instead of 20, but it will likely include a return to 
Xilitla and the Garden of the Surrealist Edward James. 
 
Authentic Moto Travels is a professional motorcycle travel company that doesn’t believe in 
charging outrageous fees to bring riders to unusual and unique places in the world.  In 2019, 
besides the previously mentioned Mexico trip, there are two back-to-back adventures in Europe 
with one week focused on Castles, Cascades, and the Black Forest.  The second week will feature 
Famous, Infamous, and Secret Alpine Passes.  Neither should be missed. 
 
Please visit AuthenticMoto.com for all the details.  Also visit LasPozasXilitla.org.mx/en for 
information in English, about the incredible Garden of Edward James. 
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Welcome New South Coaster 

Michael Zuganelis 

 
1. What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned? Many years ago, early 20’s (now 60), I rode a 
Kawasaki Samurai. I am in marketing and Kawasaki is now a client of the company I work for. 
They got me into a Versys 1000 demo and back riding. Now I ride every day to the office. 
 
2. How many years of riding experience do you have? Total I guess 11 
 
3. Does your significant other ride with you? Occasionally as a passenger. 
 
4. How many motorcycles have you owned? 1...for now 
 
5. How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles? No idea. I’ve had my r1200rt 
since Feb and have about 8k 
 
6. What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride? My RT 
 
7. What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding? 2017 BMW R1200RT 
 
8. What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hour time period? 350 
 
9. What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle? Trick question? 
 
10. Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken? If so, what is the route? I purposely com-
mute from Huntington Beach down PCH to 133, then up to Irvine. 
 
11. What “motorcycle courses” have you taken in the past 5 years? Certified Motorcycle Safety 
Course 
 
12. What are your expectations from the club as a new club member? Opportunities to group ride 
(never done one), learn and share experiences. 

 
Submitted by: Chris Roady 
2018-2019 Memberhip Chair 
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Nov 3  Ladies Luncheon 
 
Nov 4  General Meeting and Day Ride 
 
Nov 8-11 Adventure Rally – Julian / Anza Borrego 
 
Nov 9-11 Pinnacles NP Ride and Camp 
 
Nov 14 BOD Meeting 
 
Dec 1   South Coaster Christmas Party 
 

Check the website for details on the above events and more! 

. www.SCBMWRC.com 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/
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Jim Foreman         I want one Sharon……   
Director of Marketing 

Irv Seaver Motorcycles (88125)  
714-532-3700 
310-923-6635 Direct 

IrvSeaverBMW.com 

  

http://irvseaverbmw.com/
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