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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace  
the front page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 
The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  

 From “South Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains  
a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken during the Anza Borrego Weekend 

Photo contributed by Tony Tang on Facebook 

About the Cover!

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 

Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as humanly 
possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in order to give 
the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written content 
were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, etc.), but an e-
mail will work just fine. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb 
in size. Thank you - Editor 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 
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Letter from the Editor

 

- INSIDE THIS ISSUE – aka, the Table of Contents, pretty much tells the 
stories of what an exciting month of rides and gatherings of Coasters, 
including Beth Crittenden’s Ladies Luncheon, enjoyed by many.  

New members participated at the General Meeting and in the rides as well.  
It is a treat to meet the new members. Sharing backgrounds and experiences 
and ideas – always learning!  

The board requested that this newsletter include prior articles on Ride 
Leadership and Group Riding Guidelines as we strive to keep us all safe and 
knowing what to expect of our fellow riders on the road. Please review and 
bring your questions, comments and ideas to help us continue to improve. 

There is a full schedule of Day Rides and weekend trips leading up to the 
annual meeting for electing the Board on June 2nd. I hope to see y’all on 
many of these rides and at the meetings. 

Please send your ride photos and write-ups to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Letters to the Editor, comments and questions are all welcome. 

 

See you on the road 
- David Omlor 



PRESIDENT’S	MESSAGE	

March	2018		

 

I’m a wimp.  There, I said it.  Here I am in Southern California  
(along with you all) where there ain’t no non-riding months.   And, 
this past weekend, I was not warm for over two days, not to 
mention no shower or clean clothes.   And I moaned and groaned.    
Pathetic.    Larry T. did a great job of putting together Anzo Borrego, 
and all I could do was think evil thoughts that he did not make the 
weather warmer.   Those poor souls in Wisconsin, New York, 
Vermont, Montana------all they can do is store their bikes until 
there is no snow or ice, and the temperature is above 0 degrees, 
and then they are happy as clams.    I probably should move to 
Minnesota, then I would appreciate more our idyllic “seasons”.   

That aside, I would like to welcome our new members that joined 
our ranks in February.    I’ve met Eric and Adam, and I know we 
have some more,  and hopefully we’ll see lots at the meeting at 
Santa Paula airport on March 4.    Jessie is doing a great job as 
Membership (although, if you ask him how he is doing it, he likely 
won’t be able to tell you----it’s either his secret, or it’s secret from 
him, too!) 

Remember, we are looking for Board Officers and Board Members---
--Brandon and Karl are the Committee, although you can talk to 
any of us if you are interested in making lots of money and traveling 
to exotic places. 

 

Ride Safe! 

John C.  



Past Presidents Breakfast 2018 

 

We had a good showing for the breakfast at the Rainbow Oaks 
Restaurant, Feb 11.  20 members and guests, including 8 past Presidents!   

 

 



 





 

 



 

Another thanks to these gents for their contributions to the Club! 

 



SCBMW Ladies Luncheon 

 

On Saturday, February 17th several of us met for a fun luncheon at 
Rutabegorz in Old Town Orange.  The company was great, as was 
the food on their quaint patio.  The restaurant was perfect, and I 
might add, has a very unique, mermaid themed bathroom.  Use 
your imagination.  Thanks to everyone who came!  We would love to 
increase the attendance, so please spread the word about our next 
two luncheons:  Saturday, April 14th at the Citrus Café in Tustin, 
and Saturday, June 9th at a location to be determined.   

Please send your confirmations, questions to me at 
bkellyoc@aol.com.  

Thanks much.   – Beth Crittenden 

 

 

 

Elaine Wassenaar, Gale Nelson, Marylyn Harris, Robin Lee, Trish Troffer, Beth Crittenden, Diane Wetzel 

 



Forward:     I’ve been wanting to put this in the Newsletter again, as there are some 
very good tips.   This past weekend’s ride highlighted the desirability of an 
enjoyable group ride.   
 
Larry T. did, in my opinion, an excellent job of leading the Saturday jaunt through 
the desert, from and to Anzo Borrego.  The group was 10 bikes, and even though 
some were spread out a bit, no one got lost, left behind, or forgotten!    The pace 
was just right for this group---I polled our newest members, and they were quite 
satisfied.   
 
A group ride is a group ride.  The ride leader has the responsibility of ensuring the 
riders following want to participate again in the future.    If some riders want to 
ride fast, that would be a separate ride, and should be made clear to all, so that no 
one is riding faster than they are comfortable with.    The bottom line is we want 
everyone to make it home safely, not ride out of their comfort or ability level, and 
have fun. 
 
We have discussed this at our Board Meetings, and don’t want to cramp anyone’s 
style, but, again, if it’s a group ride, let’s make it tailored for the group. 
 
I welcome any comments, etc.   
 
John C. 
 
****************************************************************** 

8 Tips to Being a Great Ride Leader 

Words and photos by Jim Foreman 
 
Taking a group of friends or riders out for a day trip or a multi-day ride is a serious 
responsibility. A good leader makes the difference between everyone having a 
great experience or not.  
 
Several important characteristics separate a good ride leader from a poor one. 
Please keep in mind that this is not about group ride etiquette or hand signals but 
rather how to be a good group ride leader.  



 

1. Don’t ride in too big of a group. Break it up. 

We’ve all seen it. Seemingly hundreds of noisy V-Twins going down the freeway 
in group formation on a Saturday or Sunday. All but the most lifestyle-centric rider 
typically finds this style of riding distasteful. When taking a group of riders out to 
your favorite roads or trails, keep the group small and manageable.  
 
Consider no more than 6-8 riders in a group. It’s far easier to manage a smaller 
group and ensure everyone has a great time.   

2. Ride to your least experienced rider’s capability, not your own. 

Most people willing to lead a group are good riders. Often, ride leaders are highly 
skilled riders. Regardless of your abilities, you must quickly and accurately 
evaluate each rider’s ability and riding. If you push a less-experienced rider too 
much, you will guarantee yourself a crash or worse. If some riders want to go fast 
and others feel better proceeding more deliberately, break up the group and agree 
to meet up at certain spots, along the way. 
 
Make sure you express that each rider must take responsibility for their riding and 
actions. They must also be able to communicate any criticisms without reprisal or 
fear of rejection. 
 
Remember that a ride leader’s responsibility is to lead a fun and safe ride for the 
entire group. It’s not to show off how amazing and awesome a rider you are in a 
selfish and ego-centric way. 



 
 

Agustin Ceron Guedea's Hi-Viz Jacket and Helmet make him very noticeable. 

 

3. Ask a rider with a bright helmet or unique lighting to serve as the tail or 
sweep rider.  

This is key. Make sure you constantly check for the sweep or tail rider and that 
everyone is keeping up at a safe pace. If they are not, it’s important to slow down 
the tempo of the ride so that everyone can safely enjoy the ride.  Communicators 
are helpful but are not critical to a group ride’s success. 
 

4. Arrange a stop at a next gas station if the group becomes separated. 

Invariably, the group may become split, temporarily. Traffic lights, merging cars, 
and mechanical or operator issues may cause the group to split. As a ride leader, if 
you notice this, slow down the group in the lead to see if the remaining group can 
safely catch up. Invariably the people at the end of the group will be riding faster 
than the people in the front, so keep the speed down.  If, after a while you don't see 
the remainder of the group, stop at the first gas station or intersection and wait. 
Make sure everyone knows that if the group becomes separated that this is what 
will happen and they won't be left behind. 



 

5. Take regular breaks every 60-75 minutes.  

Make sure everyone is doing good at breaks. Check for dehydration and fatigue. 
You may be an Iron Butt Association member, but the rest of the group may not be 
able to sit on their bike for long periods without stretching. This is especially true 
of sportbikes. Take regular breaks. Make sure everyone is drinking water, having a 
good time and not showing signs of exhaustion or dehydration.  

6. Know the roads you plan on taking. Don’t rely on a GPS or map solely. 

When you lead a ride, it’s important to know the roads and conditions before 
leading the group there. Don’t rely on GSP or maps as they will not indicate if a 
road is closed, under construction, in disrepair, or has any services for a long 
stretch.  
 
If you haven’t been on the road, make sure you find out, first-hand from someone 
who has recently been on that road what to expect. Make sure you know the 
elevation, road conditions, and expected weather before proceeding. 

7. Listen to the other riders about what they want to see and do. 

A good ride leader will ask pertinent questions of the riders in the group. Some 
questions that should be asked is how fast do you feel comfortable traveling? 



What’s the range on a full tank of gas? How do you feel about (insert the 
conditions one may expect). Some examples one should be asking about include 
rain, switchbacks, steep elevations, dirt, and temperature.  

 

8. Keep it simple. Don’t push the group too hard or try to do too much.  

Don’t try to do too much on a group ride. It’s better to leave the group wanting 
more rides in the future than to have them not want to ride with you again. Don’t 
make the ride about you, but rather about achieving a goal or purpose together.  
Make sure to take photos at breaks and if a group member wants to ride up ahead 
to take riding-action photos, make sure they can. 
 
Keeping the ride uncomplicated will simplify every aspect of the ride.  Trying to 
control every aspect will create unnecessary stress and strain on you, and the 
group. Avoid complicated hand signals, overly technical roads or dependence on 
electronic rider aids. Technology is useful but not necessary. 
Lastly, have fun. That’s what a group ride is supposed to be all about. 
 
 
 
When you are in Southern California, be sure to visit Irv Seaver BMW Motorcycles 
in Orange County.  In addition to sponsoring these stories, Irv Seaver BMW has 
the best selection of new and pre-owned BMW motorcycles in the region.  Award-
winning Service, fully stocked Parts, a well-stocked Apparel and Accessories 
department are the envy of other dealers nationwide.  Irv Seaver BMW is known 
for offering the most aggressive pricing on new BMW Motorcycles and will make 
sure you get the motorcycle you want at a price you'll love.  Come in today to see 
why we're the best. 
©2016 Jim Foreman  All Rights Reserved.  
 
Reprinted by permission of Jim Foreman 
 



Overnighter in the Anza Borrego Desert 
 

Ride report by Larry Troffer 
photos, courtesy of John Crittenden & Tony Tang 

 
Fifteen South Coasters made the February overnighter in the Anza Borrego 
Desert, from the 23rd to 25th.  Most camped at the Palm Canyon 
Campground just outside Borrego Springs, with a few choosing to stay in 
nearby hotels. It was great to have new members Tony and Sophia Tang, as 
well as Adam Ray along on the trip.  Welcome!  
 

 
 

The club reserved Group Site 3 at the campground.  This made for a bit of a 
hike to the restroom and shower, but provided a lot of camping space and a 
large fire ring for our evening campfires.  It was WINDY on Friday – I’m pretty 
sure we had another member along but he blew away, tent, motorcycle and 
all, never to be seen again.  
 

  
 
 



Individuals and small groups made their way from home to Borrego Springs 
on Friday and back on Sunday, according to their own schedule and preferred 
route. We conducted a 214-mile group ride on Saturday.  Our route took us 
over Yaqui Pass Road, down the Great Southern Overland Stage Route, along 
Old US Highway 80, out State Highway 94 to Honey Springs Road then Lyons 
Valley Road to Highway 79 past Julian, and down Banner Grade back to Anza 
Borrego.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the route, which provided ample variety in 
scenery, road conditions, tight corners and sweeping curves.  We stopped for 
lunch along the way at the Barrett Junction Cafe and Mercantile on Highway 
94.  Ten motorcycles with 12 people aboard made the ride.  Karl Wagner and 
Jacob Furgatch took advantage of the great off-road riding available in Anza 
Borrego to get their GS’s dirty.  David Omlor opted for a different ride, wishing 
to visit Salvation Mountain. 
 
 

  
 
 

  

 
 
 



On Sunday morning we broke camp and members departed on their ride 
home.  A small group accompanied Rob and Kellie Tripp, who provided the 
day’s entertainment by squeezing another couple hundred miles out of what 
was once an actual motorcycle tire, but by Sunday was a band of steel cord 
edged by a rubber band.  The Tripps get a medal for bravery under fire! 
 

 
Thanks to Larry Troffer for planning a great camping trip. Borrego Springs camp was 
perfect and the roads were the most magnificent we’ve ridden. John Crittenden, Karl 
Wagner and Larry Troffer  -  thanks for following Kellie and me home.  
The tire made it. I believe I can get another 1000 miles on it.        –Rob Tripp 
 
 
Thank you to all who attended and made this a successful event. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

Safe Riding Tips   



 
  



 
 

  



 
 

–  

 
More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com   

 

March 4            General Meeting and Ride: Santa Paula Airport 
 
March 10 -11    3:10 to Yuma, AZ Weekend Ride 
 
March 17-18    Ensenada Beer Fest Ride 
 
April 7     General Meeting – Irv Seaver 
 
April 27 - 29    El Capitan Weekend  
 
May 6     General Meeting – TBD 
 
May 18 - 20    Route 66 into Arizona 
 
May 24-28    2018 49er Rally 
 
June 2     General Meeting and Annual Board Elections 
 
June 22-24       Sierra Ride 
 
June 29-July 1 Chief Joseph Rally - Grant County, Oregon Fairgrounds 
 
July 12 – 15     MOA Rally - Iowa 
 
July 15             Club Picnic! 

 
Check the website for details on the above events. 



 
 

 



Irv Seaver Motorcycles
607 W Katella Ave  Orange, CA 

Between the 55 and 57 Freeways 

714 532-3700  IrvSeaverBMW.com  

South Coast BMW 
    Riders Club’s
        Preferred Dealership
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