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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken during the Central Coast Campout Ride. Submitted by Dave 

Eastly. 

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

  

May 2017 

 

First off, to dispel any lingering anxieties, we are NOT joining up with any other 

club or riding group.   If this disappoints, please send me your name, so that we 

may sit down and have a serious discussion! 

Next, we have the elections for the Board of Directors coming up at our June 3 

General Meeting.   Please reserve this date and time to attend, as we want 

everyone to have a say in who will be directing the activities, destinations, 

policies for the 2017-2018 riding year!   The list of candidates will be published 

shortly, if not already, in this Newsletter. 

I just went through the membership directory on the website and noticed that 

many of our members look the same--- 

. and it makes it difficult to recognize individuals.   Unless this really is 

a photo of you-----EEEK!, please, substitute another photo! 

Mucho thanks to our ride hosts in April------Mark B. for the Joshua Tree Ride, and 

Karl and Sharon W. for Morro Bay.  A lot of work goes into these rides, especially 

with the number of riders and even newer members, so this is very appreciated a 

lot, times 2!   I think someone has used the phrase, “herding cats”, but this is a 

good thing, as cats are cool! 

 



 

 

 
  

 

We have had new members on these rides-----Vernon, Nico, Leon, Lee, and a 

couple, Barney and Marilyn, who were not members, but—yes, are now 

signed up for the Club!   Yeah!  Love it!   Dale, as Membership Honcho, you 

are also doing a great job! 

As a final word, without all the people in the Club, it would be very lonely. 

That’s about as philosophical and deep as I can get, but I really do mean it!      

 

Ride Safe! 

John C.  

 



 

 

 

  

Letter from the Editor 

This month we have numerous reports, starting with the Joshua Tree Day Ride, led by Mark Borgeson, 
followed by the Central Coast Weekend Ride, organized and led by Karl and Sharon Wagner. Finally, we 
get a report from afar, Germany, by one of our former presidents and missed member, Ralf Tuchmann. 

I attended the Central Coast Weekend Campout and Ride. Kudos to Karl and Sharon for organizing a 
great event that needs to become a club annual event!. Well attended, with new members and friends 
from everywhere in California. My original intentions of camping with the group got derailed and I had to 
slum it at the Morro Inn, with a nice fireplace and view of the coast!   By the way, I wasn’t the only one 
staying at the Morro Inn. 

Coming up this month, we have a day ride to Salvation Mountain, led by yours truly, a General Meeting 
at Angeles Oaks, and weekend ride to the 49er Rally in Mariposa, CA, led by Karl Wagner. See website 
for more details. 

Enjoy the newsletter, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2017 Mileage contest 

3/29/17 

 

Allen, Bill 

Aranco, Leon 

Baribeau, Helene 

Basing, David 

Bates, Mike 

Bennett, Steve 

Bennett, Celia 

* Borgeson, Mark 

Borgeson, Cindy 

Brenes, Erasmo 

Burtt, Dan 

Catarineau, Rick 

*Crittenden, John 

Eastly, David 

*Giraldes, Roberto 

Lee, Robin 

Leo, Steve 

Leo, Jan 

Mann, Bikram 

Nelson, Paul 

Okeneski, Nicholas 

*Omlor, David 

Pirosh, Mike 

 

- 2017 Mileage contest 

3/29/17 

 

*Reitz, Bill 

Reitz, Karen 

Roady, Chris 

Shradder, Vern 

Siddons, Bill 

Sprosty, Dale 

Stone, Troy 

Taylor, Ted 

Troffer, Larry 

Tuchmann, Ralf 

Tuchmann, Phyllis 

*Vaca, Jessie 

*Wagner, Karl 

*Wagner, Sharon 

Wanko, Peter 

Wassenaar, Danny 

Wassenaar, Elaine 

Waychoff, Chuck 

*Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 

White, Chris 

*Wilson, Brandon 

 

In alphabetical order 

Does not indicate numerical order! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Joshua Tree Club Day Ride, April 8, 2017 
By Mark Borgeson 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Members at Keys View. 

We had a lot of fun on this ride. The weather was beautiful except for the wind. It was really windy. The 

majority of us met at Lake Elsinore. Our first stop was at Idlewild for gas and a break. We picked up an 

additional rider here. Next stop was Yucca Valley for sandwiches before we heeded into the park. We picked 

up and addition club rider here. When we got to the park we had a total of 17 riders on 15 bikes. A very good 

turnout. We stopped for a picnic lunch and then headed to Keys View to take in the beauty of the Coachella 

Valley. From here we headed south for a leisurely ride through the park. There were plenty of flowers from 

the recent rains. We all met up at the Cottonwood Visitor’s center at the southern exit and said our good 

byes. Some headed home south, some north, and some of us headed back to Lake Elsinore where we started 

8 hrs earlier. A nice day of riding with a great group of South Coasters. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Photo: View from our picnic spot. 

 



 

 

 

  

Three Days in California’s Central Coast 

April 21-23, 2017 

Karl Wagner   

 

To say I am a bit biased about how beautiful of a place the Central Coast of California is to spend time and ride 

motorcycles around would be an appropriate statement.  So, when we met up at Schooner or Later Friday 

morning April 21, 2017 for breakfast and a 9:00am KSU, I was certainly anticipating a good weekend.   I was met 

in the parking lot first by new members Barney and Marylin Harris and soon after by new members Lee and Lilly 

Muntean.  As we were seated for breakfast Danny and Elaine Wassenaar and Jesse Vaca sat down and the group 

kept coming in.  We enjoyed a hearty breakfast as a proper nutritional start to a long ride day.  More members 

kept arriving as we ate, Mike Pirosh, David Omlor, etc. came in and by the pre-ride meeting we had the Friday 

morning group assembled.  We split up into two groups of about 5 bikes each, thank you Danny and Elaine 

Wassenaar for leading the other group.  Navigating the first day of riding in smaller groups was much easier 

from my lead perspective.  We headed up the 405 to the 10 freeway and West to Pacific Coast Highway from 

Santa Monica to Camarillo.  We picked up Sharon in Malibu who chose a bit more sleep over breakfast that 

morning.  The coast was beautiful, great weather and a great start to the weekend! 

After enjoying a nice brisk coastal ride, we jumped on the 

101 freeway in Camarillo and headed up to Santa Barbara 

and up the 154 to San Marcos pass for lunch at the Cold 

Springs Tavern, where we picked up El Presidente John 

Crittenden.  The food and casual environment around 

this place make it a nice place for lunch.  Need to come 

back when we can hang for a few hours!   

 After a great lunch in 

the peaceful 

environment around 

Cold Springs we 

headed out for one 

of the best legs of the weekend, the Foxen Canyon and Tepusquet Canyon, 

and they fulfilled our expectations.  Beautiful scenery, clean roads and 

seemingly endless curves.   I was sure I heard Walt and Nancy from 

Streetmasters in my headset constantly guiding my curves! Practice, 

practice, practice….. 

All smiles, each group took a short break at the intersection with highway 

166 and shared their favorite part of the route, the curves, the attentive 

cows, the curves, green hills…..etc, did I mention it had some awesome 

curves?   But Morro Bay awaited, so after a somewhat brief break we carried on West on 166 with big sweepers 

as we approached Santa Maria.     

 



 

 

 

 

  

After regrouping at the 101 freeway, we set the cruise control and cruised North to San Luis Obispo and 

then West to Morro Bay.  Some headed to the Inn at Morro Bay and some to the Morro Bay State 

campground, ate dinner, had a campfire and headed to bed, having no problem falling to sleep that 

night! 

Saturday morning came with breakfast and 

meet-up at the Grill Hut for the 9am KSU.  Lori 

and Jason, owners of the Grill Hut were 

catering our Saturday night dinner, so we 

thought we would try breakfast.  We were not 

disappointed, great food and even better 

service! 

By the time we held the pre-ride meeting our 

15 bikes were gathered with 19 riders.  

Unfortunately David Eastly’s guest Gary Clark 

had tire issues and was not able to do the ride, 

but he promised he would lead us on a route 

next year, on unknown roads!  Also, Lee and 

Lilly’s friends Sabin and Mary from Roseville joined the group.  Mike Pirosh and David Omlor took the 

day off from the group to enjoy the local roads around Morro Bay. 

Due to a general desire to ride as one group and limited city riding, we agreed to satisfy the group ride 

request and at the same time acknowledged the group would spread out a bit in the curves allowing 

each to “Ride his/her Own Ride” and enjoy the roads their own way.  I hope everyone did.   

We headed from Morro Bay East back to SLO and the 101, then North on the 101 up an over the Cuesta 

grade’s beautiful green hills flanking the grade.  Just over the grade we exited the 101, regrouped and 

pushed East on highway 58’s Western leg for 30 or so miles before heading turning North to Cholame 

and the site of the John Dean Memorial.  We paid tribute to the rebel legend on a short break and 

enjoyed the view before saddling up for the last 30 miles North to Parkfield and our extended lunch 

break at the Parkfield Café.   

Parkfield looks to consist of the Parkfield Ranch, Inn and Café.  Not a big town certainly, but the Parkfield 

café is a quality lunch stop, nice western built and adorned café, big lawn and tables outside under trees 

to eat, and if I could have I would still be sleeping on the grass under the tree!  There was constant 

coming and going of other bike groups while we were there, all types.  A definite return if ever in the 

area. 

After a great lunch the group headed West though more fine green oak tree dotted hills as we made our 

way to the 101 freeway again for a gas stop and short break.  This spot was the jumping off point for 

anyone wanting to get back to Morro Bay a bit faster via 101 South directly back.  John and Nikko took 

the out South and the remainder of the group headed North on the 101 freeway for about 20 miles 

before turning West to enjoy more curves through the green hills and in this area riding by Lake 

Naciemento and many Vineyards and tasting rooms, but alas we skipped those in favor of continued 

riding. (come to the Santa Ynez weekend in June for some wine tasting!) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

After over an hour of these beautiful roads through the vineyards we met highway 46, turned West and 

just down the road stopped at Jacks Farm to enjoy all kinds of sweets, ice cream, slurry’s and many 

types of chocolate!   We toasted our ice cream to Bill Rietz, you would have loved it Bill!  

Starting to see the afternoon roll on and smelling the salt air just over the hill, I was able to coax the 

group, well fed and road satisfied, to get back on their rides for the last run back to Morro Bay.  We 

continued West on highway 46 a bit, turning South-West on Old Creek Road for one last leg of curves 

through the hills and by more lakes before meeting highway 1 just North of Morro Bay in the small town 

of Cayucos.  As we turned South on highway 1 the view of Morro Rock, wind driven seas and a beautiful 

coast was our final view for the day’s ride, really nice!  

Saturday evening, we gathered at the campground to enjoy a campfire and tasty Tri-tip and Chicken 

barbecue with country beans, old fashioned potato salad, corn bread and peach cobbler for desert.  A 

special thanks to Brenda Vaca for running out at the last minute to pick up vanilla ice cream for the 

cobbler, it made the desert!  We enjoyed a relaxing diner fireside, thanks to Steve and Jan Leo for the 

tables and table cloths, no roughing it here.  Judging by 

the lively conversation I observed, everyone had a good 

time, or the many bottles of wine circulating were 

having their affect!!!! 

We closed the night with a few jokes from el Presidente 

and the Music Man, David Eastly.  Everyone headed 

back to their respective hotel room, family 

accommodations, or tent as appropriate.  Those of 

staying at the campsite enjoyed the post party fire for 

another hour or so, reflecting on the day, the stars and 

the upcoming MOA rally in July…..before we hit the 

sack. 

 

Sunday morning came much too early in the campground, not sure who set the 9am KSU and how they 

thought campers could get their damp gear packed up and breakfast in time…….very 

inconsiderate……but we all made it despite the wining…….  😊 
 



 

 

 

 

  

Mike Pirosh and David Olmor took the direct route home ahead of the group and our new friends from 

Sacramento, Sabin and Mary headed North.  The remainder of the group met up at The Grill Hut one last 

time for nourishment and a sendoff.   

We started off easy, letting the 

breakfast digest as we rolled 

the throttle on down highway 

101 to Santa Maria before 

turning East and taking our first 

break in New Cuyama.  Just 

enough time for a snack, bio-

break and we were on our way 

East on 166 to the infamous 

highway 33 South to Ojai.  

Highway 33 is something 

special in many ways, yes a 

great road for sure, but the 

views, variety on one road and 

seemingly endless curves just 

make it one of a kind.   

When we arrived at Ojai, not sure about 

everyone else, but I was ready for lunch 

after that riding.  John C, Chris R,  Niko O, 

and Jessie V kept on heading home, 

foregoing lunch for an early time to home. 

The remainder of the group enjoyed a nice 

Italian lunch and Strawberry shortcake at 

Boccalis.  We had a nice long restful lunch and readied for 

our final leg home. 

Yes, it was beautiful weekend weather, fine roads and good 

food…….but as always it was the people that made the 

weekend!  Thanks to all who could make it, and we missed 

those that were unable to attend.  See you soon on another 

South Coaster ride 

 
 



 

 

 
Pictures submitted by Dave Eastly.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

New Members Questionnaire Rob Tripp 

 

1. What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned?  

BMW R1200GS 

2. How many years of riding experience do you have?  

5 years 

3. Does your significant other ride with you? 

Yes 

4. How many motorcycles have you owned? 

2 

5. How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles?  

20,000 

6. What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride?  

BMW R1200GS 

7. What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding?  

2016 K1600GT 

8. What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hour time period? 

400 miles 

9. Have you been involved in an accident while riding a motorcycle?   

No 

10. What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle?  

90 mph 

11. Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken?  If so, what is the route? 

Enjoy Glendora Mountain Road 

12. What “motorcycle courses” have you taken in the past 5 years? 

Orange County MC Training 

13. Have you ever gotten a ticket on your motorcycle?  If so what was the violation? 

No 

14. What are your expectations from the club as a new club member? 

Meet new people, social meeting, new adventures. 

 

Dale L. Sprosty 

Membership Chairman  



 

 

 

  

 

 

New Members Questionnaire Erik Munck 

 

1. What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned? 1974 Suzuki K50 Gaucho  

2. How many years of riding experience do you have? 44 

3. Does your significant other ride with you? No. I don’t carry passengers as a rule. 

4. How many motorcycles have you owned? 25 or so.   

5. How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles? Probably around 300,000 miles or so. 

6. What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride? Can’t say I have just ONE favorite, but the closest are  

(the one I have kept the longest) 2003 BMW K 1200 GT and my 2015 R 1200 GS LC. 

7. What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding? BMW 

8. What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hour time period? 600 miles 

9. Have you been involved in an accident while riding a motorcycle?  If so what were the circumstances?  

March 25, 2017 :  I was rear-ended on 405 FWY. Bike totaled. 3 cars totaled. Erik almost totaled: broken 

femur. Still hobbling.  Helite Airbag vest did a fantastic job of preventing further injuries: not a scratch from 

the waist up. 

10. What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle? 179 mph at California Speedway riding a 

BMW s 1000 RR  

11. Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken?  If so, what is the route? My favorite trips is the 

next one!  Having said that, I took 3 months last summer/fall  to attend the MOA rally in Hamburg new York 

and visit with old and new friends along the way. Got to see a lot of eastern US and Canada. 

12. What “motorcycle courses” have you taken in the past 5 years? Www.advancedridertraining.com.  

Motorcycle cops teaching civilians the procedures cops are taught to be safer, more proficient riders. I liked 

the instruction and the folks ( Police Sgt. Ryan  Austin and crew) so much I begged them to hire me to do 

their PR and marketing.  They did.  Ironically, March 25, 2017 was my first day one the job.   

13. Have you ever gotten a ticket on your motorcycle?  If so what was the violation? Yes. Speeding 

14. What are your expectations from the club as a new club member? Meeting like-minded riders. 

Camaraderie and long lasting friendships. 90 % of my friends are due to our common interest in motorcycles, 

and 90 % of those friends ride BMW.  I also hope to be able to share my interest in rider safety with fellow 

club members and contribute to the news - letter.   

 

Dale L. Sprosty 

Membership Chairman 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

New Member Questionnaire Barney Harris 

 

1. What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned?  1972 Honda Cb450. 

2. How many years of riding experience do you have? 10+ 

3. Does your significant other ride with you? All the time (-: 

4. How many motorcycles have you owned? 4 

5. How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles? 50K?. 

6. What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride? By far the K1600 GTL. 

7. What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding? BMW 

8. What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hour time period? 400. 

9. Have you been involved in an accident while riding a motorcycle?  If so what were the circumstances? 

No 

10. What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle? Over 100mph. Please don’t tell my 

wife 0-: 

11. Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken?  If so, what is the route?  Ojai.    

12. What “motorcycle courses” have you taken in the past 5 years? None. 

13. Have you ever gotten a ticket on your motorcycle?  If so what was the violation? No. 

14. What are your expectations from the club as a new club member?  Making new friends and to tour the 

beautiful countryside as together. 

 

Dale L. Sprosty 

Membership Chairman 

 



 

 

 

  

 

From Germany, 

 

Hey Erasmo, I thought that I would send the South Coasters a newsletter article every once in a while from us 

about riding in Europe. I have been on a couple of rides by myself but this week was the first time that Phyllis 

and I were on the road together. The weather is starting to warm up now and you feel like throwing your 

beach towel down when the sun is out and you realize that its only 65 degrees out. You blood gets thicker 

here, but it's great for riding.  

 

So, let me say a couple of things about riding that might surprise you if you have never ridden here. First 

thing that you will notice is how good the drivers are about seeing bikers. They get a lot more training about 

motorcycle riders when they get their driver's license.  

The second thing that really stands out is just how smooth and good the roads are. Also, you don't have the 

super highways with 8 or 10 lanes. The Autobahn is only 2 lanes and you can't pass on the right. You can stay 

in the left lane if you want but you'll be checking you mirrors for guys coming up on you, and courtesy is a 

big thing here on the road.  

 

The Autobahn is not what you may think. There are speed limits and you better not break them because you 

will not be pulled over. They just take your picture and mail the ticket to you. But don't worry there is a fun 

side to going on the Autobahn; like when you get a round white sign with 4 black strips - that's the "Go" 

signal, meaning no more speed limit!. You can go as fast as what you "brung", but just remember somebody 

usually brings something faster. I will tell you, it is fun to go over a 100 mph for 20 or 30 miles. You feel like 

you are getting somewhere.  

 

Also, gas here is about 1.40 US$ a liter. That will slow you down! (But just so you know water is 3.50 

US$ for 16 liters.) Also just to let you know my old R26 to insure for the year is only $145, yes $145!. 

Insurance here is a bargain. So the Autobahn is fast. That, most people know, but let's talk about back roads. 

The back roads are very small like a lane and a half. You can't speed on them. They are too tight; too many 

turns and you need to be on your game the whole time. There are roads like Ortega, and there are country 

roads. Very fun!. Lots to look at and you feel like you're going fast but it's a lot of 3rd and 4th gear stuff. 

Phyllis loves them.  

There are villages about 5 to 10 km apart all over the back roads and to go through a village the speed is 20 

mph. You do not speed in a "Dorf "because of cameras and when it says 30km in a village you can bet there's 

a camera. In between the towns, you sometimes have no speed limits so you'll be doing 10 mph and then back 

down to 30 mph all within about a mile and a half. 

So, I don't want to give you the wrong impression. The riding is fun. The views are super. There are great 

places to eat all over in the smallest towns. There are riders all over the place and they are friendly. It's very 

different from what you know. One is not better than the other; just different. I will be going on a ride into the 

Alps for 3 days in May with a group of guys who are from Sipplingen. No wives. It's a Beer and Mountain 

Ride. And here's a tip for riding in the Alps. There are no cops on the mountains, only in the villages in the 

valleys. Just ask Larry or Vern about it. Sipplingen's population is 2100 and they have about 40 bikers mostly 

BMW. What else? I also will be going to London with Phyllis on the bike for a wedding in May,so I'll write 

up a report about that also. Two more things to say: first, Tom, I miss the K bike...would love to have it on the 

Autobahn; the RT's too slow. Secondly, I miss the club great people.  

 

Ralf and Phyllis Tuchmann 

PS If you want an image or two, email Phyllis at p.tuchmann1@gmail.com 

 

mailto:p.tuchmann1@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

June Ballot 
 

The following are the candidates for Board of Directors and Club positions for the Calendar Year 2017-

2018: 

 

President  John Crittenden 

VP   Larry Troffer 

Secretary  Karl Wagner 

Treasurer  Danny Wassenaar 

BOD 

 Brandon Wilson 

 Chris Roady 

 Mark Borgeson 

 Jessie Vaca 

 Erasmo Brenes 

 

 

Voting/ballot is to take place on the June General Meeting at Irv Seaver on Saturday the 

3
rd

. 

 

Appointed positions: 

Newsletter  David Omlor 

Membership Open 

Mileage Contest Erasmo Brenes 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 
  

 

May 7, 2017 – General Meeting.  The meeting will take place at Oaks Restaurant in Angeles 
Oaks. See website for details. 

 

May 13, 2017 – Ride to Live, Hawthorne.  See above article for details. 

 

May 13, 2017 – Salvation Mountain Day Ride.  See website for details 

 

May 26-28, 2017 – 49er Rally, Mariposa CA.  See website for details 

 

June 10-11, 2017 – Ride to Santa Ynez Valley, CA.  See website for details 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May, 2017 

This photo was taken on the Saturday ride during the Central Coast Weekend.  

Photo submitted by Dave Eastly  


