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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken during the Kernville Ride. Submitted by Beth Crittenden. 

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

  

 

 

December has been a busy month for me, and I’m sure for everyone also!    We had a great beginning-of-

the-month General Meeting at Irv Seavers, with a good turnout.  

 

 

Our Christmas Party was very much fun, and again, I would like to thank David and Joni for their 

hospitality, in their beautiful home. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

2017 is going to be filled with rides and events!   Check out the Calendar, and also keep an eye out 

for “Willy Nilly Rides” (definition:  short notice, impromptu rides, normally for the day, any duration 

and destination).   If you are wanting to take a spin, and would like company, put it on the Ride 

Forum, and also let a Board member know, with at least 2-3 days notice, and we will get it on the 

calendar as a Willy Nilly Ride.   

Our first ride and General Meeting of 2017 will be January 8, to the Rock Inn in Lake Hughes (Lake 

Elizabeth).    We did this last year, and t’was a good ride and lunch! 

Stay tuned for a ride to the border and into Mexico for lunch, probably later in January. 

Dates for the 2017 Hawthorne PD “Ride to Live” training are also on the Calendar-----a number of us 

did this last year, and was a lot of fun and learning! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I am restating what I would like to see in this new year, as far as the SCBMWRC goes:    

 Seeing all SCers on at least one ride and/or overnighter. 

 Lots of miles traveled. 

 Many happy meals. 

 New destinations. 

 Riders not in our group selling their bike to get a BMW steed in order to join our 

Club.    

 And most importantly, everyone arriving home safely, satisfied, and looking forward 

to the next adventure. 

 

Best Wishes for 2017! 

 

John C.  
 



 

 

 

  

Letter from the Editor 

Hope that everyone had a great Holiday and a Happy New Year. Last month was short on rides so this 
month newsletter Mileage Contest is a reprint from last newsletter. The main event was the Christmas 
Party hosted by Joni and David Omlor. As in the past, this event was a success, attended by many club 
members who came from different parts of Southern California. See our president’s report and the 
pictures submitted by David Omlor and Dan Burtt. Many thanks to our hosts! 

When I joined this club, the current president at the time, Ralf Tuchmann, had a column where new 
members were given a questionnaire and their answers posted on the newsletter. This month 
newsletter restarts this tradition, run by our Membership chairman Dale Sprosty, with three New 
Member’s Questionnaires . 

Coming up this January 8th we have a General Meeting ride at the Rock Inn in Lake Hughes, organized 
by our President John Crittenden. Be sure to attend our first meeting of the year!  

Enjoy the newsletter, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2016 Mileage contest 

10/31/16 

 

Allen, Bill 

Bates, Mike 

Bennett, Steve 

Bennett, Celia 

* Borgeson, Mark 

Borgeson, Cindy 

Brenes, Erasmo 

Burtt, Dan 

*Crittenden, John 

Eastly, David 

Giraldes, Roberto 

Lee, Robin 

Mann, Bikram 

Nelson, Paul 

Okeneski, Nicholas 

Omlor, David 

Pirosh, Mike 

*Reitz, Bill 

*Reitz, Karen 

Shrader, Vern 

Sprosty, Dale 

*Troffer, Larry 

 

 

In alphabetical order 

- 2016 Mileage contest 

10/31/16 

 

*Tuchmann, Ralf 

Tuchmann, Phyllis 

Vaca, Jessie 

*Wagner, Karl 

*Wagner, Sharon 

Wassenaar, Danny 

Wassenaar, Elaine 

*Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 

*Wilson, Brandon 

 

 

In alphabetical order 

Does not indicate numerical order! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

New Members Questionnaire – Roberto Giraldes 

1) - What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned? 

       I bought my first motorcycle in 1974, when I was 21 years old. It was a Honda 500 Four. 
 

2) - How many years of riding experience do you have?  

       I have been riding motorcycle since 1974. 
 

3) - Does your significant other ride with you? 

       No, I am divorced and I live alone. 
 

4) - How many motorcycles have you owned? 

       I have never thought about that. Let me remember: 12 motorcycles. 
      
       a) - Honda 500 Four 
       b) - Honda 750 Four 
       c) - Honda 250 XL 
       d) - Honda 350 XL 
       e) - Yamaha DT 180 
       f)  - Agrale 30.0 
       g) - Kawasaki KDX 200 
       h) - Yamaha Super Tenere 750 
       i) - Suzuki Bandit 1200 
       j) - Honda Blackbird 1100XX 
       k) - BMW GS 1150 
       l) - BMW GS 1200 
 

5) - How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles? 

       I have no idea about that.  
 

6) - What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride? 

        My favorite motorcycle is the BMW GS 1200. 
 

7) - What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding? 

       I am riding a BMW GS 1200, 2014. 
 

8) - What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hours time period? 

       I think the most miles I have ridden in a 24 hours period was around 300 miles. 
 

9) - Have you been involved in an accident while riding a motorcycle? 

       Thanks God, I have never had an accident. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

10) - What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle? 
         Around 160 miles riding the Honda Blackbird 1100XX. 
 

11) - Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken? 

        So far, my favorite road is Angeles Crest Hwy, but I liked to ride on Death Valley as well. 
 

12) - What "motorcycle courses" have you taken in the past 5 years? 

         I took only Saddleback "motorcycle course", when I was taking my driver license. 
 

13) - Have you ever gotten a ticket on your motorcycle? If so what was the violation? 

         No, I have never gotten a ticket on my motorcycle. 
 

14) - What are your expectations from the club as a new club member? 

         All the members I have met so far welcomed me very well, they were kind and friendly. 
         My expectations from the club as a new member is to ride as much as possible knowing new roads. 

 

 

Dale L. Sprosty 

Membership Chairman 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

New Members Questionnaire – Lee Muntean 

 

1. What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned? 

My first motorcycle owned and learned to ride on is a 2006 K1200LT now with 105K miles on it. I 
developed a love for riding motorcycles on this bike and still love to ride it with my wife on weekend 
rides and for commuting.  

2. How many years of riding experience do you have? 

I have seven and half years of riding experience with 120K miles clocked.  
 

3. Does your significant other ride with you? 
Yes, my wife loves and enjoys riding with me.  
 

4. How many motorcycles have you owned? 
I currently own 3 motorcycles all BMW. My first is the 2006 K1200LT, Second I own an R1200RT, and 
Third I just became a proud owner of a 2016 K1600 GTL. I am a very strong fan of BMW bikes.  
 

5. How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles? 
I have accumulated over 120K miles between the first two bikes.  

 
6. What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride? 

I have not ventured from the BMW family but both of my first two bikes I have enjoyed very much. 
They both have their strengths and disadvantages. I love the 2006 LT for the comfort and the RT for 
the agility and quick response.  

 

7. What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding? 

I am riding the BMW R1200RT for now.  
 

8. What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hour time period? 

I would say about 600 miles. 

 



 

 

 

  

1. Have you been involved in an accident while riding a motorcycle?  If so what were the 

circumstances? 

Yes, I had the unfortunate and yet the fortune in both and only accidents to walk away from the 
accident without any injury to myself or the bike. My first accident was on a custom chopper, not my 
bike and it happened in a parking lot. My second was on my K1200LT going home on the new 
transition bridge from the 91EB to the 15SB on the new concrete bridge. It was just open and it had a 
lot of big rig rubber laid on the new concrete. traffic came to a sudden stop and for some crazy 
reason, my front wheel on my LT skid like it was ice. Both I and the bike suffered very little damage. 
Me maily to my wriding equitment took all the punishment. For that reason I am a strong advocate of 
full riding gear.  

 

2. What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle? 

My top speed is 120 
 

3. Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken?  If so, what is the route? 

Yes, the ride I took with my wife from Sacramento up the 80 to Lake Tahoe, Second up the coast to 
Carmel.  

 

4. What “motorcycle courses” have you taken in the past 5 years? 

None (planning on going to North Carolina BMW facility for tuning my skills) 
 

5. Have you ever gotten a ticket on your motorcycle?  If so what was the violation? 

Yes, I hate to admitted I just got my first ticket on the motorcycle about a month ago for speeding 
doing 80. I was ticketed by a city bike cop on the Fwy.  

 

6. What are your expectations from the club as a new club member? 

Bulding great friendships with people I have something in common that i lke doing.  
 

 

Dale L. Sprosty 

Membership Chairman 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members Questionnaire – Chuck Waychoff 

1.  What was the first Motorcycle you rode/owned? 
a. Suzuki 125 2-stroke street & trail  

2. How many years of riding experience do you have? 
a. 21  

3. Does your significant other ride with you? 
a. Occasionally 

4. How many motorcycles have you owned? 
a. 9 total.  (5 purchased new and 4 purchased used.) 

5. How many cumulative miles have you amassed on motorcycles? 
a. 210,000 

6. What has been your favorite Motorcycle to own/ride? 
a. Since I prefer newer technology, my 2016 R1200GSW. 

7. What Motorcycle brand/model are you currently riding? 
a. BMW R1200GSW 

8. What is the most miles you have ridden in a 24 hour time period? 
a. 960 

9. Have you been involved in an accident while riding a motorcycle?  If so what were the 

circumstances? 
a. Four crashes while road racing at Willow Springs 

b. One single-vehicle, high-side on Triumph Sprint RS – hit sand and/or gravel that was not visible.  

10. What is the top speed you have ridden while on your motorcycle? 
a. 135 

11. Do you have a favorite route/trip that you have taken?  If so, what is the route? 
a. The Alps of Austria and Northern Italy. 

12. What “motorcycle courses” have you taken in the past 5 years? 
a. None 

13. Have you ever gotten a ticket on your motorcycle?  If so what was the violation? 
a. Yes, but only one for speeding on my Suzuki 125! 

14. What are your expectations from the club as a new club member? 
a. To meet like-minded riders. 

 

Dale L. Sprosty 

Membership Chairman 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

8 Tips to Being a Great Ride Leader 

A group ride should have a flow, a rhythm to it. 

Words and photos by Jim Foreman 

Additional thoughts by Shanghai HOG Ride Captain Jim Rice. 

 

Taking a group of friends or riders out for a day trip or a multi-day ride is a serious responsibility. A good leader 

makes the difference between everyone having a great experience or not.  

Several important characteristics separate a good ride leader from a poor one. 

Please keep in mind that this is not about group ride etiquette or hand signals but rather how to be a good group 

ride leader.  

1. Don’t 

ride in too big of a group. Break it up. 

We’ve all seen it. Seemingly hundreds of noisy V-Twins going down the freeway in group formation on a 

Saturday or Sunday. All but the most lifestyle-centric rider typically finds this style of riding distasteful. When 

taking a group of riders out to your favorite roads or trails, keep the group small and manageable.  

Consider no more than 6-8 riders in a group. It’s far easier to manage a smaller group and ensure everyone has a 

great time.   

2. Ride to your least experienced rider’s capability, not your own. 

Most people willing to lead a group are good riders. Often, ride leaders are highly skilled riders. Regardless of 

your abilities, you must quickly and accurately evaluate each rider’s ability and riding. If you push a less-

experienced rider too much, you will guarantee yourself a crash or worse. If some riders want to go fast and 

others feel better proceeding more deliberately, break up the group and agree to meet up at certain spots, along 

the way. 

Make sure you express that each rider must take responsibility for their riding and actions. They  



 

 

must also be able to communicate any criticisms without reprisal or fear of rejection. 

Remember that a ride leader’s responsibility is to lead a fun and safe ride for the entire group. It’s not to show 

off how amazing and awesome a rider you are in a selfish and ego-centric way. 

 

Agustin Ceron Guedea's Hi-Viz Jacket and Helmet make him very noticeable. 

3. Ask a rider with a bright helmet or unique lighting to serve as the tail or sweep rider.  

This is key. Make sure you constantly check for the sweep or tail rider and that everyone is keeping up at a safe 

pace. If they are not, it’s important to slow down the tempo of the ride so that everyone can safely enjoy the 

ride.  Communicators are helpful but are not critical to a group ride’s success. 

 

4. Arrange a stop at a next gas station if the group becomes separated. 

Invariably, the group may become split, temporarily. Traffic lights, merging cars, and mechanical or operator 

issues may cause the group to split. As a ride leader, if you notice this, slow down the group in the lead to see if 

the remaining group can safely catch up. Invariably the people at the end of the group will be riding faster then 

the people in the front, so keep the speed down.  If, after a while you don't see the remainder of the group, stop 

at the first gas station or intersection and wait. Make sure everyone knows that if the group becomes separated 

that this is what will happen and they won't be left behind. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

5. Take regular breaks every 60-75 minutes.  

Make sure everyone is doing good at breaks. Check for dehydration and fatigue. 

You may be an Iron Butt Association member, but the rest of the group may not be able to sit on their bike for long 

periods without stretching. This is especially true of sportbikes. Take regular breaks. Make sure everyone is 

drinking water, having a good time and not showing signs of exhaustion or dehydration.  

6. Know the roads you plan on taking. Don’t rely on a GPS or map solely. 

When you lead a ride, it’s important to know the roads and conditions before leading the group there. Don’t rely on 

GSP or maps as they will not indicate if a road is closed, under construction, in disrepair, or has any services for a 

long stretch.  

If you haven’t been on the road, make sure you find out, first-hand from someone who has recently been on that 

road what to expect. Make sure you know the elevation, road conditions, and expected weather before proceeding. 

7. Listen to the other riders about what they want to see and do. 

A good ride leader will ask pertinent questions of the riders in the group. Some questions that should be asked is 

how fast do you feel comfortable traveling? What’s the range on a full tank of gas? How do you feel about (insert 

the conditions one may expect). Some examples one should be asking about include rain, switchbacks, steep 

elevations, dirt, and temperature.  



 

 

8. Keep it simple. Don’t push the group too hard or try to do too much.  

Don’t try to do too much on a group ride. It’s better to leave the group wanting more rides in the future than to 

have them not want to ride with you again. Don’t make the ride about you, but rather about achieving a goal or 

purpose together.  

Make sure to take photos at breaks and if a group member wants to ride up ahead to take riding-action photos, 

make sure they can. 

 

Keeping the ride uncomplicated will simplify every aspect of the ride.  Trying to control every aspect will create 

unnecessary stress and strain on you, and the group. Avoid complicated hand signals, overly technical roads or 

dependence on electronic rider aids. Technology is useful but not necessary. 

Lastly, have fun. That’s what a group ride is supposed to be all about. 

 

 

 

When you are in Southern California, be sure to visit Irv Seaver BMW Motorcycles in Orange County.  In 

addition to sponsoring these stories, Irv Seaver BMW has the best selection of new and pre-owned BMW 

motorcycles in the region.  Award-winning Service, fully stocked Parts, a well-stocked Apparel and Accessories 

department are the envy of other dealers nationwide.  Irv Seaver BMW is known for offering the most aggressive 

pricing on new BMW Motorcycles and will make sure you get the motorcycle you want at a price you'll love.  

Come in today to see why we're the best. 

©2016 Jim Foreman  All Rights Reserved.  

 

Reprinted by permission of Jim Foreman 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 
  

 

January 8, 2017– General Meeting.  At Rock Inn, Lake Hughes. See website for details. 

 

January 14 2017– Ride to Live Training.  Hawthorne P.D. See website for details. 

 

February 4, 2017 – General Meeting.  See website for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January, 2017 

This photo was taken of the group during the Borrego Springs Campout Ride. 

Submitted by Karl Wagner. 


