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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken during the Palomar Ride. Submitted by Diane Wetzel. 

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

 

 

 

Happy December!    

This is going to be a busy month, I’m sure, for all of us.   Other than the Board and General 

meetings on December 3, the Christmas gift morning ride on 10 December and the 

SCBMWRC Christmas Party later that evening, we have no other activities scheduled 

(although we can still do impromptu rides, eh?)     

But, rest assured, 2017 is going to be filled with rides and events! 

Here is my wish list:    

 Seeing all SCers on at least one ride and/or overnighter. 

 Lots of miles traveled. 

 Many happy meals. 

 New destinations. 

 Riders not in our group selling their bike to get a BMW steed in order to join our Club.    

 And most importantly, everyone arriving home safely, satisfied, and looking forward to 

the next adventure. 

Our Very Best to All! 

 

John and Beth  

 

 



 

 

 

  

Letter from the Editor 

Having had a great time on last month’s ride to Riverside, I made sure to attend the General Meeting at 
the Broken Yolk, in Temecula. We had a wonderful breakfast and the meeting was well attended, 
including a few new members that rode all the way there. The ride that followed to Mt Palomar was well 
planned and all who rode had a great time. See the pictures provided by Diane Wetzel, Dan Burtt, and 
others, as well as the report by the impromptu ride leader, Bill Reitz. 

There is also a nice report from John Crittenden on the ride to the Pinnacles National Park. Those who 
attended had a great experience from the look of the pictures and report. Too bad I didn’t get to attend, 
but I’m sure there will be future opportunities to go back there. 

Coming up this December 10th we have the SCBMWRC Christmas Party graciously hosted by David 
and Joni Omlor. See website for details. Be sure to attend our last meeting of the year!  

Enjoy the newsletter, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2016 Mileage contest 

10/31/16 

 

Allen, Bill 

Bates, Mike 

Bennett, Steve 

Bennett, Celia 

* Borgeson, Mark 

Borgeson, Cindy 

Brenes, Erasmo 

Burtt, Dan 

*Crittenden, John 

Eastly, David 

Giraldes, Roberto 

Lee, Robin 

Mann, Bikram 

Nelson, Paul 

Okeneski, Nicholas 

Omlor, David 

Pirosh, Mike 

*Reitz, Bill 

*Reitz, Karen 

Shrader, Vern 

Sprosty, Dale 

*Troffer, Larry 

 

 

In alphabetical order 

- 2016 Mileage contest 

10/31/16 

 

*Tuchmann, Ralf 

Tuchmann, Phyllis 

Vaca, Jessie 

*Wagner, Karl 

*Wagner, Sharon 

Wassenaar, Danny 

Wassenaar, Elaine 

*Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 

*Wilson, Brandon 

 

 

In alphabetical order 

Does not indicate numerical order! 

 

See you all at the Christmas Party. Those 

who are unable to attend, may your 

Christmas be Merry and Bright. Will see 

you next year! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Making Our Way To The Top 
 

The November general meeting was held at a new location for us, the hard to find Broken Yolk 

Restaurant in Temecula. Jessie Vaca was charged with finding a meeting location and planning 

a ride after. He did a great job in bringing us to this place; we even got our own private room 

to make noise in and not disturb the other patrons. Very good Jessie! 

When it came time for the ride Jessie couldn't go due to being sick all week, so that nice Mr. 

Sprosty, who also wasn't going, nominated Good Old Bill R to lead the ride! Luckily Jessie & 

Bill had been collaborating on the route in the previous week so the route was in the GPS and 

ready to lead us on. The time was 10am, remember that. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

After a quick stop for gas, it seems Ducati's aren't the only bikes that can't go more than 

eighty-five miles on a tank; the group of ten bikes was off toward Hwy 79 east. Well the best 

laid plans….. you know how that saying goes, Bill gets a phone call in his helmet from Diane 

W wondering why nobody was at the Broken Yolk, it was now 10:30, remember ? It seems 

Bob W had 10:30 in his mind so they took a nice easy ride from home since they had soooo 

much time to make it to the meeting. After some instructions on how to meet the group we 

were on our way heading for Mt. Palomar. 

 

79 can be fun at the right time of day and in the right direction. Luckily we had both covered. 

The little traffic that was encountered moved over when possible and the road was clear 

through Warner Springs and onto Hwy 76 past Lake Henshaw. At S-7 we took a right to head 

up the hill toward the Observatory.  This section of road is mostly easy sweepers and there 

were some trees that were changing color on this fine November day. At the top we spent 

about an hour looking in the gift shop, some spending WAY too much time and money there, 

right Karen R ?? Some of us made the hike to the dome that houses the 200 inch telescope and 

marveled at this giant. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

When we had our fill of walking it was back on the bikes and a run down the very twisty S-6 

heading for the 76 at the bottom. Just before the intersection with 76 we were reminded why 

care MUST be taken on S-6, as we saw a bike being pulled onto a flatbed wrecker on its side. 

No sign of the rider. 

We made quick work of 76 then headed back to Temecula by way of Pala-Temecula Road, 

always a fun road. The ride officially ended at a South Coasters favorite, Siggy's Restaurant for 

an ice cream to give us the energy to tackle I-15 and Ortega. We got to the bottom of Ortega at 

4:30 with sunset at 5pm. Once through El Cariso Village the four bikes in the group had a great 

clear ride all the way to Antonio Pkwy. 

 

Thanks to all that made this meeting including long time members Larry Stonestreet, Dan Burtt, 

and the new members and wives that joined us. Please come again. 

 

 

 

Good Old Bill Reitz 

 



 

 

Diane Wetzel’s View 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

  

PINNACLE WEEKEND 
NOVEMBER 11, 12, 13 

 

We picked a great weekend for this last overnighter of the year.   The weather was 

most excellent starting out from our meeting point, Panera Bread in La Canada.   I 

had ridden there with Brandon from Diamond Bar in Friday morning light traffic, 

and we met Mark B. (the early bird) and Rick C. (the late bird), and after coffee, 

zoomed to Frazier Park.   After only one missed turn by the ride leader, we took 

Hudson Ranch Road to the 33.   

Once we had left I-5, there were very few vehicles barring our path-----as usual, 

one of the delights of getting out of L.A.  This was the case through the entire 

weekend, until hitting the 5 again on Sunday.   

On the 33 on our way to lunch in Avenal, one of the great street names: 

 

 

Avenal is a town of criminals (there’s a state prison) and other interesting 

individuals, including the town drunk who came over to admire our bikes. I’m sure 

there is at least one good place to eat, but we didn’t find it.  The joint I had picked 

out, La Carreta Restaurant, was only just fair, although it had good reviews on 

Yelp.    Avenal will be a fly-by from now on, I think.   

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Nobody looks really happy in this photo, do they? 

Straight roads and oil fields to Coalinga, and once on the 198 to the 25 north, beautiful 

winding, twisting roads.  We reached Pinnacles with plenty of time to set up before 

dark.   I had reserved a group site, thinking that we would have more than four of us, 

but as the campground was full, we stuck with the group site.   Plenty of room, though! 

 

 

(As an aside, this is a very nice campground overall----we toured the campsites, even 

seeing some wild turkeys roaming through #25!) 

 



 

 

 

  

We were kind enough to let a fellow share the campsite, for a fee, of course, and he 

ended up having dinner with us.   Speaking of dinner, make sure that Mark B. goes on 

every camping trip from now on.  He did not bring a dishwasher, but everything else 

was strapped on!  Mark surprised us with steak, mashed taters, and corn on the cob for 

dinner, all prepared on his double burner.   Thanks, Mark! 

After dinner, we took a walk to Bacon homestead inside the park,  a lot of fun in the 

dark, with cool old buildings.  Fire restrictions had been lifted just days before, and a 

nice campfire was welcome back at our site. 

Mark made pancakes, eggs, and sausage in the morning.  However, as Brandon and I 

wanted to “rough it”, Brandon had his freeze-dried eggs and ham, and I made the eggs 

and Spam I had brought.    No more Spam.    With that hearty breakfast (burp) under 

our belts, we rode to one of the trailheads and hiked to an overlook.  Mark strode ahead 

and the rest of us managed to join him at the overlook after a 10,000 foot elevation 

gain.  (Alright, it wasn’t 10,000, but it sure felt like it!).    

  Can you spot Mark?   

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Hollister was next on the agenda, with lunch at Johnny’s Bar & Grill.   As it was 

getting late, back to the camp, with a stop at San Benito County historical park.   

Dinner was a “buffet” of 4 or 5 different freeze-dried entrees.   Not too shabby!    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday morning, we packed up and left fairly early, intending to find breakfast at the 

nearest place.   The way we took, 25 to Peach Tree Road/Indian Valley Road, was great--

---1 ½ lane country roads, no traffic (though plenty of squirrels), and great scenery.   

Had to slow down once when I spotted a young deer in the brush to the side, and good 

thing, as the deer bounded across the road in front of us.    We didn’t find any breakfast 

until San Miguel, but the roads were well worth it and breakfast was very tasty. 

 

 

 

From San Miguel, it was Estrella Road to Hwy 46, west to Genesco Road, the 229, and 

eventually to the 58, with its great dips.   Hwy 33 to Maricpoa, where Mark took the 

more scenic route through Ojai, and Brendon, Rick, and I paid for our sins by fighting 

traffic on I-5 southbound.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

I have not been on these roads before, but they sure will be part of a return trip, as going 

the opposite direction will be like a new route!    

Thanks to my travel companions for making this a memorable long weekend.    This 

might even be an annual trek! 

 

John Crittenden 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon’s Pinnacles 
 
As I was preparing to embark on my first camping trip with the club, many thoughts were racing through my mind. 

As a new member, one might think about how to make a good impression with the boys? Will I snore and keep the 

camp up all night? The eagerness of hitting the road for a long journey with a camp site at the end washed away any 

anxiety and the open road ahead was all I could think about. Although I don’t think I held the record for the loudest 

snore, I won’t say who held that record for the trip.  

Lessons for those new members who have not yet camped via motorbike are as follows:  

1. A roll down waterproof bag is much better than a Nike Duffel and a full-size pillow strapped to the passenger 

seat.  

2. A roll down waterproof bag will accommodate much more gear than humanly imaginable (Mark brought the 

kitchen from his home and Rick could have built a city).  

3. A single person backpacking tent is a coffin but I did snuggle with my gear and helmet all night (instant tent 

is in my future). 

4. Never, never forget a camp fire chair. Even after a broken Kermit chair wiped out John’s hope for campfire 

comfort it will be top of the list given the outstanding customer service to replace his brace far beyond 

warranty.  Don’t worry John, I will make sure it is less presidential than yours.  

5. Bring something to drink of the adult persuasion. A cold beer after a long ride sure goes down well.  

6. Don’t forget to have fun!  

Summarizing, it was a great experience to get to know other legacy members and enjoy an amazing route that John 

planned. I can’t wait for the next adventure.  

Brandon Wilson 

 



 

 

 

8 Tips to Being a Great Ride Leader 

A group ride should have a flow, a rhythm to it. 

Words and photos by Jim Foreman 

Additional thoughts by Shanghai HOG Ride Captain Jim Rice. 

 

Taking a group of friends or riders out for a day trip or a multi-day ride is a serious responsibility. A good leader 

makes the difference between everyone having a great experience or not.  

Several important characteristics separate a good ride leader from a poor one. 

Please keep in mind that this is not about group ride etiquette or hand signals but rather how to be a good group 

ride leader.  

1. Don’t 

ride in too big of a group. Break it up. 

We’ve all seen it. Seemingly hundreds of noisy V-Twins going down the freeway in group formation on a 

Saturday or Sunday. All but the most lifestyle-centric rider typically finds this style of riding distasteful. When 

taking a group of riders out to your favorite roads or trails, keep the group small and manageable.  

Consider no more than 6-8 riders in a group. It’s far easier to manage a smaller group and ensure everyone has a 

great time.   

2. Ride to your least experienced rider’s capability, not your own. 

Most people willing to lead a group are good riders. Often, ride leaders are highly skilled riders. Regardless of 

your abilities, you must quickly and accurately evaluate each rider’s ability and riding. If you push a less-

experienced rider too much, you will guarantee yourself a crash or worse. If some riders want to go fast and 

others feel better proceeding more deliberately, break up the group and agree to meet up at certain spots, along 

the way. 

Make sure you express that each rider must take responsibility for their riding and actions. They  



 

 

must also be able to communicate any criticisms without reprisal or fear of rejection. 

Remember that a ride leader’s responsibility is to lead a fun and safe ride for the entire group. It’s not to show 

off how amazing and awesome a rider you are in a selfish and ego-centric way. 

 

Agustin Ceron Guedea's Hi-Viz Jacket and Helmet make him very noticeable. 

3. Ask a rider with a bright helmet or unique lighting to serve as the tail or sweep rider.  

This is key. Make sure you constantly check for the sweep or tail rider and that everyone is keeping up at a safe 

pace. If they are not, it’s important to slow down the tempo of the ride so that everyone can safely enjoy the 

ride.  Communicators are helpful but are not critical to a group ride’s success. 

 

4. Arrange a stop at a next gas station if the group becomes separated. 

Invariably, the group may become split, temporarily. Traffic lights, merging cars, and mechanical or operator 

issues may cause the group to split. As a ride leader, if you notice this, slow down the group in the lead to see if 

the remaining group can safely catch up. Invariably the people at the end of the group will be riding faster then 

the people in the front, so keep the speed down.  If, after a while you don't see the remainder of the group, stop 

at the first gas station or intersection and wait. Make sure everyone knows that if the group becomes separated 

that this is what will happen and they won't be left behind. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

5. Take regular breaks every 60-75 minutes.  

Make sure everyone is doing good at breaks. Check for dehydration and fatigue. 

You may be an Iron Butt Association member, but the rest of the group may not be able to sit on their bike for long 

periods without stretching. This is especially true of sportbikes. Take regular breaks. Make sure everyone is 

drinking water, having a good time and not showing signs of exhaustion or dehydration.  

6. Know the roads you plan on taking. Don’t rely on a GPS or map solely. 

When you lead a ride, it’s important to know the roads and conditions before leading the group there. Don’t rely on 

GSP or maps as they will not indicate if a road is closed, under construction, in disrepair, or has any services for a 

long stretch.  

If you haven’t been on the road, make sure you find out, first-hand from someone who has recently been on that 

road what to expect. Make sure you know the elevation, road conditions, and expected weather before proceeding. 

7. Listen to the other riders about what they want to see and do. 

A good ride leader will ask pertinent questions of the riders in the group. Some questions that should be asked is 

how fast do you feel comfortable traveling? What’s the range on a full tank of gas? How do you feel about (insert 

the conditions one may expect). Some examples one should be asking about include rain, switchbacks, steep 

elevations, dirt, and temperature.  



 

 

8. Keep it simple. Don’t push the group too hard or try to do too much.  

Don’t try to do too much on a group ride. It’s better to leave the group wanting more rides in the future than to 

have them not want to ride with you again. Don’t make the ride about you, but rather about achieving a goal or 

purpose together.  

Make sure to take photos at breaks and if a group member wants to ride up ahead to take riding-action photos, 

make sure they can. 

 

Keeping the ride uncomplicated will simplify every aspect of the ride.  Trying to control every aspect will create 

unnecessary stress and strain on you, and the group. Avoid complicated hand signals, overly technical roads or 

dependence on electronic rider aids. Technology is useful but not necessary. 

Lastly, have fun. That’s what a group ride is supposed to be all about. 

 

 

 

When you are in Southern California, be sure to visit Irv Seaver BMW Motorcycles in Orange County.  In 

addition to sponsoring these stories, Irv Seaver BMW has the best selection of new and pre-owned BMW 

motorcycles in the region.  Award-winning Service, fully stocked Parts, a well-stocked Apparel and Accessories 

department are the envy of other dealers nationwide.  Irv Seaver BMW is known for offering the most aggressive 

pricing on new BMW Motorcycles and will make sure you get the motorcycle you want at a price you'll love.  

Come in today to see why we're the best. 

©2016 Jim Foreman  All Rights Reserved.  

 

Reprinted by permission of Jim Foreman 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 
  

 

Decemenber 3, 2016 – General Meeting.  At Irv Seavers, see website for details. 

 

December 10 2016 – “Tis the Season” Day Ride.  Presents for the Children. Led by Karl 
Wagner. See website for details. 

 

December 10, 2016 – Christmas Party.  See website for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December, 2016 

This photo was taken of the group during the Palomar Ride. Submitted by Diane 

Wetzel. 


