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Cover Photos Needed!! 

Keep in mind that each Newsletter issue needs a new “cover quality" photograph to grace the front 

page.  Submissions by you, our readers, are welcomed. 

 

The photo should showcase the essence of the club’s name.  From “South 

Coast” to “Riders” to “BMW Club”, each element contains a plethora of potential for the artistic eye.  

Turn your inner shutterbug loose! 

This photo was taken during the Last Willy Nilly Ride. Submitted by Karl Wagner. 

About the Cover! 

Newsletter Submissions (Keep 'em coming!) 
Need – Content is always needed!  Show us what you've got. 

Schedule – Newsletters are published as close to the 1st of each month as 
humanly possible.  Please submit content by the 25th of the previous month in 
order to give the editor sufficient time to compile the issue. 

Formats – I’m really going to try not to be picky. It would be best if written 
content were submitted in an editable word processing format (.doc, .txt, .rtf, 
etc.), but an e-mail will work just fine. Acrobat (.pdf) files are OK but are more 
trouble. Photographs should be in .jpg format and less than 500 Kb in size. Thank 
you - EBS 

Where to – E-mail submissions as attachments to editor@scbmwrc.com 

Suggestions – Keep those coming too (be gentle).  Always improving. 

mailto:editor@scbmwrc.com
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President’s Message   

  

 

What can we say about August?   The post-meeting ride and Ralf’s willy-nilly were the only 

scheduled rides for the month.  Personally, I have not been able to get out for a decent spin in 

weeks.   (This has been my busiest month, work-wise, so far this year!)   

 

BUT, now with September, that’s a different story.    The General Meeting is on Sunday, Sept 11, 

at the Santa Paula airport.     This is a great venue,  and a good time is guaranteed for all! 

Mark’s Sequoia ride is all set up for 16-18 September, and the following weekend is the MOA 

Getaway in St. George, with Mike Romo tacking on a couple of days at the Grand Canyon.    

 

Unfortunately I can’t make the Sequoia ride, as I promised Beth we would do a car-road trip to 

Arizona, but I might be able to meet Mike for a night or two of camping at the Grand Canyon.    

Kernville is in October, and this is always a fun weekend.   There’s always room for more! 

 

We are still looking for a member to host this year’s Christmas party-----please let me know if 

you are even semi-interested! 

I look forward to seeing everyone soon! 

 

Ride Safe! 

 

 

John Crittenden 

  

 



 

 

 

  

Letter from the Editor 

Last month I complained about not having ridden my GT, and now at the end of August, I still haven’t 
got time to go for a real ride. At least I did get to attend the Swerve and Curve 17th in Torrance for a 
brief scooter ride with 200 other scooters! 

This month newsletter reports show the fun that some of our members who have gone on the rides had. 
I’m sorry that I’ve missed Ralf’s last Willy Nilly ride, as I know he always sets up interesting rides. 
Hopefully, he can make one more, say an Oktoberfest ride? 

There are a couple of great rides coming up this September, starting with the General Meeting which is 
being held at Santa Paula. Following that event, is the ride to Sequoia and Yosemite led by Mark 
Borgeson, and finishing the month is the ride to Utah, via the Grand Canyon for the MOA Getaway, set 
up by Mike Romo. Do check out our Calendar section and the Club Website for more details on these 
month rides.  

 

Enjoy the newsletter, 

Erasmo Brenes 

- 2016 Mileage contest 

- 

Top 10 Men 

8/23/16 

 

Borgeson, Mark 

Crittenden, John 

Mann, Bikram 

Reitz, Bill 

Reitz, Karen 

Sprosty, Dale 

Tuchmann, Ralf 

Wagner, Karl 

Wagner, Sharon 

Wetzel, Bob 

Wetzel, Diane 

 

 

In alphabetical order 

Does not indicate numerical order! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Angeles Crest / Newcomb’s Ranch Day Ride, More to Learn 

Karl Wagner, August 6, 2016 

 

With rock slides, snow and fire seeming to regularly hinder my plans to ride the length of Angeles Crest Hwy we 

thought we should hit it now and made it a club day ride!  The group of Bill & Karen Reitz, Bob & Dianne Wetzel, 

Jessie Vaca, and Sharon & I.   One of the things I like best about our activities is you get to know our South 

Coasters a bit better the more time you spend with them, we enjoy this.   

The ride was scheduled to start at noon after the BOD and Gen meetings, and of course after everyone enjoyed 

a bit of the free lunch!  I think we rounded everyone up an out the driveway by 12:30pm which surprised me 

actually as I thought we would be later! 

On the note of continued learning, I learned that it does not 

hurt to check freeway closures before you 

depart….just in case….  you see, we headed East on the 210 

fwy “assuming” (you know what happens here) we could 

transition to the 15 fwy North and buzz up to 

Wrightwood, not so much….   Someone decided to have a 

group meeting on the interchange and invited some 

not so will participants.  Suffice it to say, we passed the 

intersection and rerouted. 

When we arrived in Wrightwood we stopped at a small market & gas station and got something cool to drink or 

ice cream, yes Bill R had Ice Cream.  I liked Wrightwood and learned it has quite a few town events that may be 

a potential South Coaster ride destination for one of the events! 

After the break we headed West on Angeles Crest Highway from Wrightwood.  This is a classic road along the 

ride of the Angeles National Forest, when built was quite a road for it’s time, allowing access to the back 

country not found in the early 1900’s. 

After thirty three miles of some very nice views we 

came to Newcomb’s Ranch for a break around 3pm.     

Rick, I can’t believe I did not get in the picture, 

Catarineau joined us coming up from the West end for 

a bit of South Coaster camaraderie.   
Newco

mb’s 

Ranch 

has 

a lot of history also,  

 



 

 

 

  

take time if you get there to check out the pictures and history around the building, good food and usually 

motorcycle racing on the televisions too!  As with any motorcycle hang out there are plenty of stories and wisdom.   

 

 

 

When we were well rested and satisfied, we mounted our steeds, said our good byes, and continued West to enjoy 

the last leg of Angeles Crest Hwy and head our respective pavement home.  Thanks to all who came out to enjoy 

this nice day! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Ralf’s last Willly…………Nilly 

August 27, 2016 

 

Ok, so Willy Nilly rides are somewhat of a mystery, one posting on the South Coaster website, essentially not 

information on the forum, not listed on the ride sign ups, and don’t ask for a route…….the South Coaster Facebook 

page is completely silent……….yes, this is Ralf’s Willy Nilly ride………. 

Add to that, this year Ralf is bringing along an Austrian friend whom is in country to show a bit of California to him, 

and yes, this will be Ralf’s LAST club led ride before he departs for the homeland, Germany!  You can’t write a 

better script…but alas reality is better than fiction…. 

The meet up was at The Waypoint Café at the Camarillo airport, a well 

restored Art-Deco type building interior with fantastic food and some of 

the nicest servers this side of Hell’s Kitchen……Most off the group had put 

on just over a hundred miles very early in the morning to get to breakfast 

from OC, so a good breakfast was in order!  

This is where I met Ralf’s unsuspecting friend, Franz (sounds like Frank), 

nice guy, not sure why Ralf would do this to Franz, but alas it was not for 

us to question!  We enjoyed breakfast asking all the questions of our guest 

from a far away land any middle school kid would…….and yet he quickly 

became one of the group and after a heart breakfast the six of us, Ralf, Franz, Dale, Bikram, Tom W, and took off 

to wherever Ralf wanted to take us…………….a balance between “looking forward to it” and “the beach is really not 

that far away..” 

You know what, there is just no way I can adequately recount to you what the riding was like on a blue ski 

morning, warming as we took off up the 101 freeway to Hwy 150 and headed to Ojai on that sweet road which 

was like a pregame stretch to the departure North from Ojai on Hwy 33 up through the hills in the early morning, 

light traffic, clean roads…….almost perfect…………….then we said “Where is Franz??”  We stopped at the top of the 

hill on Hwy 33 until Franz joined us and with a clear idea this was going to be an epic day, Ralf directed each of us 

to continue on Hwy 33 to the Ranger Station just before the Turn off to Lockwood Valley, he would follow with 

Franz. 

The second part of Hwy 33 was more pristine than the first, tight sweeping turns, 

recently paved, it was amazing,……..In fact it must have been SO amazing that 

Dale and Bikram could not take their eyes off the road, as they not only BLEW by 

Tom and I at the Ranger Station, big sign and building and all, but they were 

having SO much fun, they went for extra miles, flying by the turn off sign to 

Lockwood Valley, something like this,  and 

doing the BIG loop all the way to Hwy 166 and 

back to Frazier park along the fine Hudson Ranch / Cuddy Valley 

Road………..those two just have more fun together!  

 



 

 

 

 

  

All ended up good, by Frazier park the siz of us regrouped, not certain what was more impressive to Franz, the 

California riding he had sampled to that point, coastal, foothills, and the start of the pines……  or the group Ralf 

called South Coasters? 

We left there and flew across the hills above Santa Clarita to Lancaster 

and jumped on Ageles Forest Highway to Upper Big Tujunga Cnyn Road 

and Angeles Crest to Newcob’s Ranch for a late lunch around 2:30pm.   I 

sure hope Franz had a good time, because this was a fantastic day on 

awesome roads, with great people!  We ate lunch, overexaggerated 

about our riding, and had a good rest.   We had likely 300 plus miles by 

that time of the day, so we took say a “leisurely” ride Eastward on the 

last 2/3 of Angeles Crest, enjoying the views and stopping a few times 

at points of interst.   

The group gathered for one last time for gas before jumping on Hwy 15 

and heading our own ways home at that time about 5:00pm.  We offered our departing salutations, and I hope Franz 

got a good taste of riding in Southern California, because he got some of our BEST on a great day!  Thanks Ralf for 

sharing your last Willy Nilly with us! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 Ride Report 

Willy Nilly ride of August 27, 2016 

Hosted by Ralf Tuchman 

 

First off, only 11 out of some 73 members have participated in the rides so far this year, plus myself! Hint, hint! 

We put on these rides for YOU! We try to make them interesting and fun. The idea is to get you on your mo-

torcycle and enjoy good old Southern California. Come join us! 

Ralf led a leisurely (for Ralf) ride. He had a friend, from Austria by the name of Franz with him. Franz rode 

Ralf's RT. The coastal mountains of So. Cal. were new to Franz and he wanted to take them in. Ralf and Franz 

met Dale and myself on the north bound on ramp of Jamboree and the 405 at 5:30 am. At that hour the traffic 

was light and we made good time north to the I-10. From there we headed to the coast up through Malibu to 

Camarillo, where we stopped for breakfast at the Waypoint Cafe, at the airport. On the way up we caught up 

with Karl, and Bikram blew by us. After an hour waiting for the rest of you, we gave up and headed out. The 

101 to Santa Barbara we caught the 150 past Lake Casitas to Ojai. A gas stop at the Maricopa Hwy. with the 

next stop at the forestry station. Karl and I turned up the wick and were first there. About 20 minutes later here 

come Dale and Bikram. All the arm waving in the world could not stop them. They never saw us or the fire sta-

tion or the turn off to Frazier Park. Later we found out they had their own adventure exploring a new route to 

Frazier Park. Another twenty minutes went by when Ralf rolled up, with Franz five minutes behind. 

The four of us then rode over to Frazier Park, where we took a 30 minute break. As we were about to leave here 

come the lost twins. We then took Old Hwy. 5 south to the 138 and over to Lake Hughes, then to Palmdale. 

Another gas top off and it was south to Pearblossom Hwy. A quick jog on to Angeles Forest and 

                      

up to Newcomb's Ranch for lunch.   

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/648


 

 

 

  

 Ride Report Cont’d 

Across Angeles Crest through Wrightwood, through the burn area to the 15. Did any of you know the blurry 

green stuff alongside the road where actually TREES! The area around the 138 and 15 is quite charred. 

McDonalds is now McCrispys!  

At that point it was starting to get into our Happy Hour, so we boogied south on the 15 to Lake Elsinore, over 

Ortega and home. Bikram took off on his own at the 15. Karl split off at the 210 towards Torrance and Dale 

waved goodbye at the 91.  

The ride took Franz through 455 miles of Southern California Mountains and coast, which he will remember 

for evermore. We all slept well Saturday night!  A couple of us even managed to wake up and meet for coffee 

Sunday morning at Hell's Kitchen.  

A reminder, some of us meet most every Sunday morning, rain or shine, for coffee at Hell's Kitchen. We are 

there by 0800. At that hour the road is clear and no cops! 

See you on the next ride! 

 

Respectfully: 

Tom White 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/2506
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/2582
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/2657


 

 

 

  

  

FIVE MOST COMMON CAUSES OF MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS 

Re-Printed from Road Runner Magazine, August, 2016 – “Touring Tips”  

 

 

 

1. Oncoming, Left-turning Vehicle: This is probably the most common cause of 

motorcycle accidents. The driver of an oncoming vehicle doesn’t see a motorcyclist and 

makes a quick left turn directly in the rider’s path.  

Avoidance Strategy: First, it’s always helpful for riders and their mounts to be as 

conspicuous as possible, which is aided by auxiliary lights and high visibility riding gear. 

Second, look for indications that the oncoming driver may not see you: no eye contact, 

hands turning the steering wheel, or movement of left front wheel. Third, ride at a safe 

speed in traffic congested areas, because higher speed equals longer stopping distances. 

Some riders, however, slow to a crawl when they see a left turning vehicle, but this is an 

invitation for that driver to turn in front of you!  

2. Animals in the Road: I’ve experienced just about everything from ground hogs to 

buffalo in the road. And it doesn’t necessarily take a large critter to take a two-wheeler 

down. I also know this, unfortunately, from personal experience.  

 



 

 

 

  

  

Avoidance Strategy: Constantly scan the road and surrounding terrain for animals, particularly when 

undergrowth and trees are close to the pavement. Also, those deer warning signs are usually present 

for a reason. Be especially alert when riding in the early morning or evening, when animals are the 

most active. Adjust your speed and cover clutch and brake levers in high-risk areas. And, of course, it 

never hurts to periodically practice emergency stops and swerves in a parking lot.  

1. Gravel on Blind Curves: Riding through gravel with the bike leaned over at speed is almost certain 

to result in a crash. The situation worsens if the sliding motorcycle and rider cross the yellow line into 

the path of an oncoming vehicle—crunch!  

Avoidance Strategy: Gravel on roadways is more likely after heavy rains, near construction sites, and 

at gravel driveways in rural areas. If riders assume there will be gravel around a blind curve, they are 

more likely to adjust their entry speed accordingly. It’s also possible to use some light braking in a 

curve, even with the bike leaned over, especially if the motorcycle has antilock brakes. But the best 

technique is to avoid the gravel, stand the bike up, and apply maximum braking. Maximizing sight 

lines is also an important strategy for avoiding all types of hazards on blind curves.  

2. Cars Changing Lanes: At on-ramps or while riding on crowded multi-lane urban roads, an adjacent 

motorist may suddenly pull directly into your path, leaving little or no time for evasive action.  

Avoidance Strategy: Rule number one is to stay out of the blind spots of other drivers. Maximize the 

space cushion between yourself and other vehicles. Rush hour traffic on highways presents the highest 

risk for other vehicles changing lanes into a rider. If riding at this time can’t be avoided, I’ve found 

the best strategy is staying in the far left lane so traffic on only the right side must be monitored.  

3. Excessive Speed in a Curve: A rider realizes mid-curve that the curve is tighter than expected and 

panics. Instead of increasing the bike’s lean angle, the rider stops looking through the curve, stiffens 

his or her arms, and goes straight off the roadway.  

Avoidance Strategy: Pay attention to that little voice in your head when it says, “I’m riding above my 

skill level.” Of course, the easiest way to avoid crashing on a curve is to do what’s taught in the basic 

MSF course: slow the bike before entering a curve and accelerate out of it. Even a highly skilled rider 

should keep some of the bike’s lean angle in reserve in case it’s needed.  

Safe riding practices help motorcyclists avoid accidents and bodily injury, and they also build rider 

confidence and enjoyment. 

  

Text and photography: Jim Parks 

Submitted by Dan Burtt 



 

 

  

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

– More details for all events may be found at the club website:  www.SCBMWRC.com - 

 

 

Sept 11, 2016 – General Meeting.  At Santa Paula Airport for lunch. A group will leave Spaghettini 
off 405 at 7:30am. See website for details. 

 

Sept 16-18, 2016 – Sequoia and Yosemite Ride.  Led by Mark Borgeson. See website for 
details. 

 

Sept 23-25, 2016 – MOA St George Getaway, Utah.  Led by Mike Romo. See website for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scbmwrc.com/

